X'7*.’  ' 


GENERAL  REPORT  TO  THE  JOINT  COM- 
MITTEE 

SEDBERGH  RURAL 

o • 

SETTLE  RURAL 
8KIPTON  RURAL 
KEIGHLEY  RURAL 
SKIPTON  URBAN 
SILSDEN  URBAN 
OAKWORTH  URBAN 
HAWORTH  URBAN 
OXENHOPE  URBAN 
BARNOLDSWICK  URBAN 

BY 

FRANCIS  E.  ATKINSON,  L.R.C.P.,  Lond.,  M.R.C.S., 

THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 

1897. 


Prepared,  in  accordance  with  instructions  from  the  Local  Government  Board. 


FEINTED  BY  ORDER  OF  THE  JOINT  COMMITTEE. 


COMBINED  SANITARY  DISTRICTS  IN  CRAVEN 


IR,  IE  IP  O IR,  T S 

For  1396, 

COMPRISING 

I.  GENERAL  REPORT  TO  THE  JOINT  COM- 
MITTEE 

II.  SEDBERGH  RURAL 

III.  SETTLE  RURAL 

IV.  SKIPTON  RURAL 

V.  KEIGHLEY  RURAL 

VI.  SKIPTON  URBAN 

VII.  SILSDEN  URBAN 

VIII.  OAKWORTH  URBAN 

IX.  HAWORTH  URBAN 

X.  OXENHOPE  URBAN 

XI.  BARNOLDSWICK  URBAN 


FRANCIS  E.  ATKINSON,  L.R.C.P,,  Lond.,  M.R.C.S, 

THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 

1897. 

Prepared  in  accordance  with  instructions  from  the  Local  Government  Board. 


PRINTED  BY  ORDER  OF  THE  JOINT  COMMITTEE. 


CRAVEN 

COMBINED  SANITARY  DISTRICTS 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
to  the  Joint  Committee , for  the  year  1896. 


Gentlemen, 

In  accordance  with  Sub -Section  14,  Art.  18,  of  the  General  Order  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  of  March,  1891,  I have  now  to  present  to  you  my  Seventeenth  Annual 
Report  on  the  Combined  Sanitary  Districts  of  Craven.  The  area  of  the  Haworth  Urban 
District  has  been  enlarged  this  year  by  the  addition  of  the  Lees  and  Cross  Roads  portion 
of  the  Bingley  Outer  District,  the  transfer  of  which  took  place  on  March  25th.  The 
Oakwortli  Urban  Di  trict  was  diminished  by  the  transfer  of  a portion  to  the  Borough  of 
Keighley,  which  took  place  near  the  close  of  last  year.  The  rates  this  year  are  calculated 
on  the  estimated  population  of  these  Districts  as  altered.  This  report  will  contain,  as 
heretofore,  a brief  summary  of  the  measures  taken  during  the  year  for  the  protection  and 
improvement  of  the  public  health,  the  action  taken  by  the  several  Sanitary  Authorities 
in  the  Combination  in  the  provision,  improvement,  or  extension  in  their  Districts,  of  works 
of  water  supply  and  sewerage,  or  in  the  abatement  or  removal  of  conditions  injurious 
to  health,  and  in  the  adoption  or  acquisition  of  additional  powers  for  dealing  with  sanitary 
matters.  An  enumeration  is  given  of  the  outbreaks  of  infectious  disease  in  the  different 
Districts,  and  the  steps  taken  to  limit  their  spread,  together  with  tables  showing  the 
mortality  from  all  causes,  and  at  different  age  periods,  and  the  meteorological  conditions 
as  to  rainfall  and  temperature  observed  at  vaious  stations. 

Inspection  of  District. — In  addition  to  routine  inspection  of  all  parts  of  the 
District,  special  visits  have  been  made  in  connection  with  outbreaks  of  infectious  disease, 
and  with  reference  to  insanitary  conditions,  which  have  formed  the  subject  of  special 
reports.  Some  time  has  also  been  spent  in  analytical  work  in  the  laboratory.  Special 
house-to-house  surveys  have  been  made  of  Ingleton,  in  the  Settle  Rural  District,  and  of 
the  new  portion — Lees  and  Cross  Roads — of  the  Haworth  Urban  District.  At  Skipton 
the  house-to-house  survey  of  the  South  Ward  has  been  completed,  and  a portion  of  the 
West  Ward.  House-to-house  surveys  of  the  towns  of  Sedbergh,  Silsden,  and  Barnolds- 
wick  are  in  progress. 

Sanitary  Progress. — Active  progress  has  been  made  during  1896  in  the  preparation 
and  furtherance  of  schemes  of  sewerage  and  water  supply  and  hospital  provision  in  the 
various  Districts,  and  the  year  has  been  one  of  great  activity  in  the  continued  abatement 
of  all  forms  of  nuisance,  and  in  the  carrying  out  • of  various  sanitary  improvements. 
I have  to  congratulate  you  upon  the  fact  that  the  death-rate  and  the  infant  mortality  are 
each  the  lowest  upon  record,  the  death-rate  being  3-3  below  the  mean  for  the  previous  18 
years.  The  zymotic  rate  is  also  satisfactorily  low. 

Change  of  Officers. — In  the  Skipton  Rural  District,  owing  to  the  transfer  of 
highway  matters  to  the  District  Council,  and  the  resignation  of  the  Surveyor  to  the  late 
Highway  Board,  a new  arrangement  of  officers  was  made,  which  has  resulted  in  greater 
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efficiency  in  the  work  in  the  different  departments.  Mr.  A.  Rodwell  was  appointed  Chief 
Surveyor  of  Highways  and  Surveyor  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  Mr.  H.  Swire 
was  appointed  Inspector  of  Nuisances,  and  Mr.  T.  R.  Sidgwick  Assistant  Surveyor. 
The  Inspector  of  Nuisances  for  the  Sedbergh  Rural  District  (Mr.  Cook),  who  also 
held  the  post  of  Surveyor,  resigned  the  appointment  at  the  end  of  June,  and  the  Local 
Government  Board  objected  to  the  two  offices  being  held  by  one  man.  Some  delay  was 
caused  in  the  choice  of  his  successor,  and  Mr.  John  Punch,  of  Sedbergh,  was  appointed 
Inspector  of  Nuisances  on  September  23rd. 

Hospital  Provision — Keighley  and  Bingley  Joint  Hospital  Board. — On 
April  14th  last,  a Local  Government  Board  Inquiry  was  held  at  Oxenhope,  under  Dr. 
F.  W.  Barry,  with  reference  to  the  extension  of  the  Keighley  and  Bingley  Joint  Hospital 
District  by  the  inclusion  of  the  Oakworth  Urban  and  Oxenhope  Urban  Districts,  and  to  fix  the 
apportionate  share  in  the  scheme,  and  representation  on  the  Joint  Board.  This  being 
agreed  upon,  a new  Provisional  Order  was  issued  by  the  Local  Government  Board  con- 
stituting the  new  Joint  Board,  and  this  was  subsequently  confirmed  by  Parliament.  It  is 
satisfactory  to  note  that  this  Board  now  includes  all  the  Authorities  originally  intended  to 
be  included  in  this  Joint  Hospital  Scheme.  During  the  past  year  the  buildings  in 
connection  with  this  Hospital  (with  the  exception  of  the  Typhoid  Fever  Pavilion)  have 
been  completed,  and  furnished,  and  the  grounds  laid  out  and  re-planted,  and  the  Hospital 
is  now  ready  for  opening.  The  New  Joint  Hospital  Board  has  this  year  acquired  an 
additional  site,  having  an  area  of  about  seven  acres  on  the  North-East  of,  and  above  the 
present  Hospital  site,  the  upper  portion  of  this  to  be  used  for  the  purpose  of  a Smallpox 
Hospital.  A provisional  agreement  has  been  entered  into  for  the  purchase  of  this  land 
for  £1,000,  and  it  is  intended  to  remove  and  re-erect  on  this  the  existing  temporary 
Smallpox  Hospital.  An  application  for  sanction  to  a loan  for  the  purchase  of  the  land 
will  shortly  be  made  to  the  Local  Government  Board. 

Skipton  Joint  Hospital. — Early  in  the  year  a conference  was  held  between  delegates 
from  the  two  Skipton  District  Councils,  and  terms  of  combination  agreed  to  on  the  basis 
of  one-third  of  the  primary  cost  for  the  Rural  District  and  two-thirds  for  the  Urban  Dis- 
trict, each  district  subsequently  to  pay  for  the  maintenance  of  their  respective  cases.  At 
the  first  meeting  of  the  New  Joint  Hospital  Committee  on  February  15th,  it  was  decided 
to  start  “ de  novo  ” as  regards  plans,  and  to  offer  small  premiums  for  the  1st,  2nd  and  3rd 
competitive  designs  (suitable  for  the  site  already  agreed  to  and  provisionally  purchased)  in 
accordance  with  conditions  issued  to  the  competing  architects  by  the  Joint  Committee.  In 
reply  to  advertisements  270  persons  made  application  for  the  lithographed-blocked  plan  of 
of  the  site,  and  the  printed  conditions.  Plans  were  to  be  sent  in  on  or  before  July  1st. 
While  the  plans  were  in  course  of  preparation,  I ascertained  that  the  Medical  Department 
of  the  Local  Government  Board  would  prefer  that  the  accommodation  provided  in  any 
single  ward  for  scarlet  fever  cases  should  be  limited  to  8 for  females  and  children,  and  6 for 
males,  i.e.,  14  for  each  pavilion ; and  as  the  instructions  originally  given  to  the  architects 
had  allowed  larger  wards,  amended  instructions  were  issued,  and  the  date  for  sending  in 
plans  altered  to  October  31st.  During  this  interval  the  Urban  District  Councils  of  Silsden 
and  Barnoldswick  were  again  offered  the  opportunity  of  joining  the  combination  for 
hospital  purposes,  and  the  former  consented,  and  was  admitted  to  a proportionate  share  in 
the  new  scheme  and  in  the  existing  temporary  Joint  Hospital. 

Twenty-seven  sets  of  plans  were  submitted,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Worthington,  architect, 
of  Manchester,  was  asked  to  assist  the  committee  in  selecting  the  best  designs.  I 
examined  the  plans  and  site  along  with  him  on  December  7th  and  8th,  and  on  December 
21st  the  Committee  met  to  receive  Mr.  Worthington’s  report.  The  first  prize  (£20)  was 
awarded  to  Mr.  Bolshaw,  of  Crewe  and  Southport,  and  he  has  beeu  asked  to  meet  the 
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Committee.  The  Joint  Hospital  Conference  at  their  first  meeting  (February  8th)  decided 
to  rebuild  the  Temporary  Joint  Hospital  in  brick,  and  the  opportunity  was  taken  to 
improve  the  existing  arrangement  by  the  erection  of  a bathroom  and  lavatory  in  connection 
with  each  ward.  Subsequently  the  care-takers  house  was  also  re-built  in  brick.  The 
woi'k  has  resulted  in  greatly  increased  comfort  to  the  patients. 

Adoptive  Acts.— The  “Infectious  Diseases  (Notification)  Act,  1889,”  has  been  adopted 
by  all  the  Authorities  in  the  Combination,  and  is  in  force  in  all  the  ten  districts.  The 
“Infectious  Diseases  (Prevention)  Act,  1890,”  was  adopted  last  year  by  the  Barnoldswick 
Urban  District  Council,  and  has  been  this  year  (with  the  exception  of  Section  15)  by  the 
Keighley  Rural  District  Council.  The  “Public  Health  Act  (Amendment)  Act,  1890,” 
Part  III.,  has  been  adopted  by  the  Skipton  Rural,  and  the  Skipton,  Silsden,  Oakworth, 
Haworth,  Oxenhope,  and  Barnoldswick  Urban  District  Councils.  The  “Private  Streets’ 
Works  Act,  1892,”  has  been  adopted  by  the  Skipton  and  Barnoldswick  Urban  District 
Councils. 

Notification  Returns  to  the  County  Council. — I have  made  returns  each  month 
to  the  West  Riding  County  Council  of  the  number  of  fresh  cases  notified  in  each  District, 
and  of  the  deaths  which  have  occurred  from  any  infectious  disease. 

“Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts,  1875-9.”— Instructions  have  been  given  to  the 
Inspectors  of  Nuisances,  and  samples  of  milk  have  been  taken  and  submitted  to  the  County 
Analyst,  from  the  Sedbergh  Rural,  and  Oakworth,  Haworth,  and  Oxenhope  Urban  Districts. 

“Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act,  1890.” — I reported  upon  seven  houses 
under  this  Act  this  year,  six  in  the  Oxenhope  Urban,  and  one  in  the  Skipton  Rural  District. 
One  prosecution  was  undertaken  during  the  year. 

The  following  is  a brief  summary  of  the  various  matters  which  have  engaged  the 
attention  of  the  different  Authorities  during  the  year : — 

1.— SEDBERGH  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

Sedbergh  Waterworks. — After  the  re -lining  of  the  reservoir,  which  was  completed 
last  year,  the  work  being  done  under  the  supervision  of  a sub-committee  jointly  appointed 
by  the  District  Council  and  the  Governors  of  the  Sedbergh  Grammar  School,  it  was, 
unfortunately,  again  found  to  be  leaking.  Upon  inspection,  it  was  ascertained  that  the 
work  of  re-lining  had  been  done  in  parallel  sections,  and  small  cracks  had  developed 
following  the  lines  of  junction.  The  joint  sub-committee  then  called  in  Mr.  Fulton,  of 
Sedgwick,  near  Kendal,  and  he  repaired  the  cracks  by  chiseling  out  the  lines  and  pouring- 
in  liquid  cement.  This  work  was  done  during  the  summer,  and  since  then  there  has  been 
no  complaint  of  scarcity  of  water  in  the  town.  An  extension  of  about  a quarter  of  a mile 
of  water  main  has  been  laid  along  the  Cautley  Road  to  property  on  the  Pedgcroft  Farm. 

Dent  Sewerage. — A second  Local  Government  Board  inquiry  was  held  on  June  26th 
under  R.  H.  Bicknell,  Esq.,  M.I.C.E.,  into  an  application  for  sanction  to  borrow  £1,500 
for  works  of  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  for  the  village  of  Dent,  the  plans  having  been 
prepared  by  Mr.  Horsfall,  engineer,  of  Halifax.  The  Local  Government  Board  suggested 
the  reduction  of  the  size  of  the  pipes  throughout,  and  that  the  underdraining  of  the  sewage  - 
disposal  site  should  be  omitted,  unless  subsequently  found  to  be  necessary,  in  order  to  save 
expense.  Certain  other  amendments  in  the  scheme  were  suggested,  and  these,  together 
with  corrected  estimates  and  agreements  as  to  easements,  have  to  be  forwarded  before 
sanction  can  be  obtained. 
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Street  Improvements. — Mrs.  Coterell-Dormer  erected  a handsome  entrance  or 
lych-gate  to  the  Cemetery,  on  condition  that  the  District  Council  undertook  the  widening 
and  impioving  of  the  approach  to  the  Cemetery,  and  this  work  has  been  completed  at  a 
cost  of  about  £100. 

River  Pollution. — In  December  the  West  Riding  Rivers  Board  complained  of  the 
tipping  of  refuse  into  the  Flinter  Gill  Beck  at  Dent,  and  the  Clerk  was  instructed  to  post 
public  notices  pointing  out  the  provisions  of  the  West  Riding  Yorkshire  Rivers  Act,  and 
threatening  offenders ; and  to  reply  that  a portion  of  the  proposed  sewage-farm  at  Dent 
would  be  set  apart  for  the  deposit  of  refuse. 

“ Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1875.”— Three  samples  of  milk  were  taken  by  the 
Inspector  of  Nuisances-  and  submitted  to  the  County  Analyst.  One  of  these  was  pro- 
nounced to  be  “ genuine,”  and  two  were  of  “inferior  quality.” 

2.— SETTLE  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

Settle  Water  Supply. — The  question  of  the  augmentation  of  this  supply  is  still  in 
abeyance.  No  satisfactory  agreement  has  yet  been  arrived  at  with  respect  to  the  purchase 
of  water  rights  in  Stockdale.  In  connection  with  this  supply  the  following  extensions  have 
been  made  : — 29  yards  of  2-inch  mains  to  Craven  Cottages  ; 100  yards  to  North  Field ; and 
and  320  yards  of  3-inch  main  from  The  Terrace  to  near  Ingfield,  connecting  two  previous 
dead  ends. 

Newby  Water  Supply. — The  plans  for  this  scheme  were  forwarded  to  the  Local 
Government  Board  in  July,  and  an  Inquiry  was  held  by  R.  H.  Bicknell,  Esq.,  M.I.C.E., 
on  December  16th,  into  an  application  for  sanction  to  a loan  of  £235  for  this  purpose. 
Suggestions  were  made  at  the  time  which  increased  this  amount  by  £50,  and  the  amend- 
ments have  since  been  sent  up  to  the  Local  Government  Board. 

Westhouse  Water  Supply. — No  further  steps  have  been  taken  to  provide  a supply 
for  the  hamlets  of  Higher  and  Lower  Westhouse. 

Langcliffe  Water  Supply. — Complaints  were  received  from  the  Langcliffe  Parish 
Council  of  the  inadequacy  of  the  present  supply,  viz.,  the  fountain  in  the  centre  of  the 
village  from  which  water  has  at  present  to  be  fetched,  and  which  is  beyond  a reasonable 
distance  in  most  instances.  The  District  Council  instructed  Mr.  Preston,  C.E.,  of  Bradford, 
to  report  upon  the  existing  supply,  and  on  the  best  means  of  providing  a proper  scheme. 
He  submitted  a scheme  in  June  last  to  bring  water  from  Cowside  Spring,  conveying  it 
round  by  Stainforth,  which  village  will  also  be  supplied  en  route  if  considered  necessary,  the 
estimate  amounting  to  £1,400,  exclusive  of  any  rights  or  easements.  Subsequently  an 
amended  scheme  was  submitted  to  bring  the  water  over  by  “ Winskill,”  omitting  Stainforth, 
at  a cost  of  £1,110.  The  question  is  still  being  considered. 

Settle  Sewerage.— In  connection  with  this  scheme  an  extension  has  been  laid  this 
year  consisting  of  175  yards  of  9 -inch  sewer  for  property  at  Halsteads.  In  November  a 
complaint  was  made  by  the  County  Council  respecting  the  unsatisfactory  state  of  the  Settle 
sewerage  works.  Mr.  Foxcroft  had  previously  reported  to  the  District  Council  upon  the 
unsatisfactory  condition  of  certain  lengths  of  sewer  in  Settle,  and  was  further  instructed 
to  prepare  a special  report  upon  the  grounds  of  the  complaint.  This  was  presented  in 
December,  and  the  matter  referred  to  the  Local  Committee. 

Newby  Sewerage. — Plans  prepared  for  a scheme  of  sewerage  for  the  hamlet  of 
Newby  were  forwarded  in  July  last  to  the  Local  Government  Board,  and  an  Inquiry  was 
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held  by  R.  H.  Bicknell,  Esq.,  M.I.O.E.,  on  December  16th  last,  into  an  application  for 
sanction  to  borrow  £290  for  the  work.  Sanction  has  not  yet  been  received. 

Clapham  Sewerage. — Plans  prepared  by  Mr.  R.  Armistead,  C.E.,  of  Bingley,  for  the 
scheme  for  the  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  for  the  village  of  Clapham,  were  sent  up  to  the 
Local  Government  Board,  and  an  Inquiry  was  held  by  R.  H.  Bicknell,  Esq.,  into  an  appli- 
cation for  sanction  to  borrow  £1,800  for  this  purpose  on  December  16th  last.  Suggestions 
were  made  as  to  the  modification  of  this  scheme,  and  these  have  been  complied  with,  and 
sanction  to  proceed  with  the  work  is  awaited. 

Stainforth  Sewerage.- — Plans  prepared  by  Mr.  R.  B.  Broster,  of  Keighley,  for  the 
proper  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  for  the  village  of  Stainforth,  were  submitted  to  the 
Local  Government  Board  towards  the  end  of  last  year,  and  an  Inquiry  was  held  on  May 
19th  by  Rienzi  Walton,  Esq.,  M.LC.E.,  into  an  application  for  sanction  to  borrow  £1,300 
for  this  purpose.  Sanction  was  received  on  July  14th.  The  contract  for  the  work  was  let 
on  August  25th,  to  Mr.  Robert  Wood,  of  Bingley,  and  satisfactory  progress  has  been 
made. 

Longpreston  Sewerage. — A Local  Government  Board  Inquiry  was  held  on  February 
19th,  under  Col.  Luard,  R.E.,  into  an  application  for  sanction  to  borrow  £3,148  for 
sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  works  for  the  village  of  Longpreston.  Subsequent  to  this 
the  Local  Government  Board  suggested  certain  modifications  of  the  scheme,  and  Mr.  R. 
Armistead,  of  Bingley,  the  engineer,  submitted  corrected  scheme  and  estimates  to  the 
District  Council  in  October,  and  these  were  again  forwarded  to  the  Local  Government 
Board  with  application  for  a further  loan  of  £150.  No  further  communication  has  been 
received  from  the  Board. 

Burton -in -Lonsdale  Sewerage. — Difficulties  were  experienced  last  year  in  acquiring 
a suitable  site  for  the  sewage  disposal  for  this  village.  The  repeated  refusal  of  the  owners 
to  sell  has  led  to  the  application  in  December  to  the  Local  Government  Board  for  a Pro- 
visional Order  for  the  compulsory  purchase  of  a field  of  2 acres  3 roads,  called  “ Parks 
Bottom.”  The  date  of  the  Inquiry  is  not  yet  fixed. 

Bentham  Sewerage. — In  connection  with  the  High  Bentham  scheme,  an  extension 
of  65  yards  of  9 -inch  sewer  has  been  carried  out  for  new  property  on  the  Grove  Hill 
Estate. 

River  Pollution. — During  the  year  several  complaints  were  made  by  the  West 
Riding  Rivers’  Board  as  to  river  pollution  caused  by  the  unsatisfactory  treatment  of  the 
sewage  upon  the  sewage  farms  of  Ingleton  and  High  and  Low  Bentham.  This  is  partly 
due  to  the  inattention  on  the  part  of  the  tenants  of  the  farms.  A suggestion  was  made  at 
the  Clapham  Inquiry  by  Dr.  Wilson,  of  the  Rivers’  Board,  that  the  District  Council  should 
appoint  one  man  to  personally  superintend  the  working  of  all  the  sewage  farms  in  the 
district.  This  District  Council  did  not  see  its  way  to  fall  in  with  the  suggestion. 

Complaints  were  also  made  of  the  deposit  of  ashpit  refuse  in  the  stream  at  Bog 
Bridge,  Burton -in -Lonsdale,  and  at  the  Locks,  Langcliffe.  Further  ashpit  accommodation 
has  been  provided  at  both  places,  and  a notice-board  put  up  at  Bog  Bridge. 

A prosecution  was  undertaken  by  the  Rivers’  Board  in  April  last  against  depositing  solid 
refuse,  consisting  of  excavations,  into  the  River  Ribble  near  the  gas  works  at  Settle,  but 
the  magistrates  dismissed  the  case  under  the  provision  of  section  6,  sub-sec.  2,  of  the  West 
Riding  of  Yorkshire  Rivers’  Act,  1894. 
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3.— SKIPTON  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

Kettlewell  Water  Supply. — A Local  Government  Board  Inquiry  was  held  on 
September  2nd,  by  Colonel  Cole,  R.E.,  into  an  application  for  sanction  to  borrow  £620  for 
works  of  water  supply  for  the  village  of  Kettlewell  and  the  hamlet  of  Starbotton.  The 
Local  Government  Board  suggested  some  slight  modifications  in  the  plans  and  agreements 
as  to  taking  the  spring,  before  sanction. 

Gargrave  Water  Supply. — The  drought  has  been  keenly  felt  at  Gargrave  this 
year,  and  the  water  supply  was  intermittent  for  several  weeks.  The  District  Council  have 
given  instructions  to  Mr.  A.  W.  Stansfeld,  C.E.,  to  prepare  plans  for  the  construction  of  a 
storage  reservoir  in  connection  with  the  existing  scheme.  These  have  not  yet  come  to  hand. 

Salterforth  Sewerage. — The  owners  of  the  land  suggested  for  sewage  disposal 
required  such  exorbitant  terms  as  to  make  the  proposed  scheme  prohibitive.  An  alternative 
scheme  was  suggested  for  connecting  the  outfall  sewer  with  the  Earby  and  Kelbrook 
scheme,  and  plans  are  being  prepared  for  this. 

Salterforth  Cemetery. — The  District  Council  having  been  requested  to  provide 
a cemetery  for  Salterforth  township  under  the  Public  Health  Interments  Act,  1879,  plans 
have  been  prepared,  and  an  agreement  entered  into,  for  the  purchase  of  the  land  required, 
and  these  are  ready  to  be  submitted  to  the  Local  Government  Board. 

Thornton,  Earby,  and  Kelbrook  Sewerage. — In  the  early  part  of  the  year  the 
main  scheme  was  completed,  since  which  time  the  private  connections  have  been  rapidly 
proceeded  with.  Extensions  of  main  sewer  have  been  also  carried  out  at  Dotcliffe  in 
Kelbrook,  and  Lane  Ends  at  Earby.  The  private  connections  have  been  made  under  the 
superintendence  of  the  Clerk  of  Works  to  the  main  sewerage,  and  in  accordance  with  the 
regulations  in  force. 

Earby  Water  Supply. — Owing  to  the  extension  of  population  in  Earby,  the  Private 
Water  Company  has  built  a new  storage -reservoir  and  improved  the  supply  to  the  village. 

Cononley  Sewerage. — Messrs.  B.  Hopkinson  & Co.,  engineers,  of  Keighley,  were 
asked  to  prepare  a scheme  for  the  proper  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  for  the  village  of 
Cononley.  These  have  been  prepared  and  approved  by  the  District  Council,  and  a 
provisional  agreement  has  been  entered  into  for  the  purchase  of  4 acres  of  land  for  disposal 
purposes.  Negotiations  as  to  easements  are  in  progress,  and  when  completed,  the  plans 
will  be  submitted  to  the  Local  Government  Board. 

Middleton  Sewerage. — The  sewerage  of  this  hamlet  which  was  undertaken  at  the 
close  of  last  year  has  been  completed,  and  the  work  satisfactorily  carried  out  under  the 
superintendence  of  a Clerk  of  Works.  All  formerly  existing  privies  have  been  converted 
into  some  form  of  w.c.,  and  a great  improvement  thereby  effected. 

Halton  East  Water  Supply.- — This  year  analyses  have  been  made  of  the  water 
supplies,  private  and  public,  in  use  in  the  village  of  Halton  East.  Only  one  of  these 
supplies  could  be  considered  fairly  satisfactory  in  quality.  A likely  source  of  supply  has 
been  discovered,  and  instructions  have  been  given  for  this  spring  to  be  gauged  during  next 
summer,  and  if  found  satisfactory  plans  will  be  prepared. 

Addingham  Sewerage. — The  private  drainage  connections  with  this  scheme  have 
been  in  progress  throughout  the  year  and  are  nearly  completed.  This  work  has  been  done 
under  the  superintendence  of  the  Clerk  of  Works,  and  a book  is  kept  in  the  office  in 
which  he  has  entered  a detailed  plan  showing  the  method  of  connection  of  each  property, 
with  particidars  of  materials  used  and  cost  in  each  case. 


Appletreewick  Water  Supply. — Plans  have  been  prepared  by  the  Distinct  Council, 
and  permission  has  been  obtained  from  Lord  Craven  to  take  water  from  Ruska  Level 
above  the  village.  These  plans  have  been  approved  by  the  District  Council,  and  in  December 
instructions  were  given  for  application  to  the  Local  Government  Board  for  sanction  to  a 
loan  of  £300  for  this  purpose. 

Hartlington  Moor  Side  Water. — The  houses  in  this  locality  are  scattered  farms 
and  have  suffered  from  shortness  of  supply  this  year,  their  water  being  obtained  from 
brooks  and  shallow  wells.  The  owners  were  approached,  but  cannot  agree  to  combine  to 
carry  out  a joint  scheme.  Upon  the  District  Council’s  being  applied  to,  to  do  the  work,  it 
was  found  that  the  cost  would  exceed  the  limit  allowed  by  the  Public  Health  Water  Act, 
1878. 

Grassington  Sewerage. — The  Grassington  Sewerage  Scheme  is  still  in  abeyance. 
This  scheme  is  much  required,  and  should  be  pushed  forward  without  further  delay. 

Urban  Powers. — Urban  powers  applied  for  under  Sections  150  and  156  Public 
Health  Act  were  not  granted,  but  the  powers  of  the  “Public  Health  Building  and  Streets 
Act,  1888,”  Section  3,  were  conferred  by  the  Order  of  the  Local  Government  Board  upon 
•the  District  Council  for  the  following  townships  :--Addingham,  Bradleys  Both,  Carleton, 
Cononley,  Cowling,  Embsay- cum  - Eastby,  Farnhill,  Gargrave,  Glusburn,  Grassington, 
Kildwick,  Lothersdale,  Salterforth,  and  Thornton.  Urban  powers  were  also  granted  this 
year  under  Section  160,  sub-sections  1 and  2,  for  the  same  townships. 

Bye-Laws. — The  District  Council  has  had  under  consideration  certain  amendments 
and  additions  to  the  bye-laws  relating  to  “ New  Streets  and  Buildings,”  and  these  have 
been  sanctioned  by  the  Council,  and  are  submitted  to  the  Local  Government  Board  for  their 
approval. 

River  Pollution. — In  July,  Earby  Beck  was  found  to  be  polluted  with  waste  oil, 
and  the  offender  caught  in  the  act.  This  was  reported  to  the  District  Council,  who 
forwarded  the  complaint  to  the  West  Riding  Rivers’  Board,  but  no  action  was  taken  by 
them. 

“ Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act,  1890.” — In  one  instance  reported  last 
year  of  a house  unfit  for  habitation  at  Gargrave,  the  tenants  refused  to  quit,  and  pro- 
ceedings were  taken,  and  an  order  made  to  close  the  house.  After  this,  notice  of  the  order 
was  given  to  the  tenants,  and  on  the  expiration  of  this,  further  proceedings  were  necessary, 
and  a penalty  of  £1  per  day  was  inflicted  by  the  magistrates. 

Cowling  Lighting. — A Local  Government  Board  Inquiry  was  held  for  lighting 
purposes  under  Section  161  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  for  Cowling,  under  Colonel  Marsh, 
and  sanction  was  subsequently  given  to  a loan  of  £200. 

4.— KEIGHLEY  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

East  and  West  Morton  Sewerage. — In  February  the  District  Council  accepted 
the  offer  of  land  belonging  to  Messrs.  W.  B.  Woodhead,  containing  8a.  2r.  5p.,  for  the  sum 
of  £1,300,  and  Messrs.  B.  Hopkinson  and  Co.  were  instructed  to  prepare  a scheme  for  East 
and  West  Morton  for  this  disposal  site.  These  plans  were  submitted  and  approved  by  the 
Council  at  a special  meeting  on  April  14th,  and  application  was  made  to  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  for  sanction  to  borrow  £7,000  for  carrying  out  the  work.  In  July  an  appli- 
cation was  made  to  the  District  Council  by  Mr.  W.  Merrall,  for  an  extension  of  the 
sewerage  scheme  at  East  Morton,  so  as  to  provide  for  his  mill  and  cottages.  This  was 
granted,  and  it  was  decided  to  apply  for  a further  loan  of  £500  for  this  purpose.  The 
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Local  Government  Board  Inquiry  was  held  on  August  20th,  under  G.  W.  Wilcocks,  Esq., 
M.I.C.E.  A letter  was  received  in  November  from  the  Local  Government  Board  suggest- 
ing certain  modifications  and  amendments  in  the  scheme  before  sanction. 


Sutton  and  Eastburn  Sewerage. — The  main  sewerage  works  for  the  villages  of 
Sutton,  Sutton  Mill,  and  Eastburn  were  practically  completed  as  far  as  the  main  sewers  are 
concerned,  and  during  the  past  year  the  private  house  connections  have  been  made  and  are 
almost  complete. 

Steeton  Sewerage. — An  extension  of  main  sewer  in  connection  with  this  scheme 
has  been  laid  this  year,  consisting  of  a length  of  8in.  pipes  from  St.  Stephen’s  Road  to 
new  property  adjoining  the  cemetery. 

Scavenging.— At  the  June  meeeting  a circular  letter  was  received  from  the  County 
Council  on  the  subject  of  public  scavenging,  directing  attention  to  the  powers  contained  in 
Section  42  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  and  urging  their  application  in  the  Council’s 
district.  The  District  Council  replied  that  owing  to  the  widely  scattered  nature  of  the 
district  they  did  not  consider  the  application  of  Section  42  useful. 

Bye-laws. — In  November  the  District  Council  decided  to  amend  the  Bye-law  No.  25 
in  respect  to  “New  Streets  and  Buildings,”  to  read  as  follows : — “No  party  or  divisional 
wall  shall  be  less  in  thickness  than  8 inches  for  a stone  wall,  and  9 inches  for  a brick  wall.” 
The  sanction  to  this  by  the  Local  Government  Board  has  been  asked. 

Keighley  and  Bingley  Joint  Hospital. — A Local  Government  Board  Inquiry  was 
held  on  April  14th,  at  Oxenhope,  under  Dr.  F.  W.  Barry,  with  a view  to  extending  the 
Joint  Hospital  District,  to  include  the  Oakworth  and  Oxenhope  Urban  Districts.  This  was 
done  by  the  issue  of  a Provisional  Order  by  the  Local  Government  Board,  dated  May  20th, 
which  was  subsequently  confirmed  by  Parliament.  The  Joint  Hospital  at  Morton  Banks 
has  been  completed  (with  the  exception  of  the  Typhoid  Fever  block,  which  is  not  yet 
erected)  and  furnished,  and  the  grounds  laid  out  and  planted,  and  it  is  now  ready  to  be 
opened. 

“Infectious  Diseases  (Prevention)  Act,  1890.” — After  notice  given  at  the 
previous  meeting,  this  Act  was  adopted,  with  the  exception  of  sec.  15,  on  March  31st,  and 
came  into  operation  on  June  1st  last. 

5.— SKIPTON  URBAN  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

Street  Improvements. — Under  the  “Private  Streets  Works  Act,  1892,”  the  Council 
has  executed  works  in  Castle-street  and  Westmoreland-street.  It  has  also  given  notice  of 
its  intention  to  deal  with  Back  Upper  Sackville-street  in  Middletown,  and  six  streets 
adjoining  Gargrave-road  on  the  south  side.  Crossings  have  been  laid  as  follows: — Two  in 
Newmarket-street,  two  in  Gargrave-road,  one  in  Otley-street,  and  two  in  Duckett-street. 

Sewerage. — The  sewer  in  Raikes-road  has  been  extended  up  to  the  new  house  built 
for  Mr.  Edgar  Wood.  The  sewer  in  Back  Brook-street  has  been  taken  up  and  relaid  for  a 
portion  of  its  length  so  as  to  more  effectually  drain  the  houses  abutting  on  the  street.  A 
further  length  of  sewer  has  been  laid  in  Duckett-street,  and  a length  of  surface  water 
drain  in  Broughton -road. 

Water  Supply. — To  improve  the  water  supply  and  to  prevent  contamination,  a 
quantity  of  piping  has  been  laid  on  the  gathering  ground,  and  the  Council  has  just  decided 
to  lay  a 6-inch  main  from  Broughton -road  along  Cavendish-street  and  Craven-street  to 
Keighley -road,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  £192,  and  a 4-inch  main  in  Rectory-lane  at  an 
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estimated  cost  of  £54.  Water  mains,  3 inches  in  diameter,  have  also  been  laid  to  five  rows 
of  new  houses. 

Scavenging.— In  July  last  the  Council  decided  to  undertake  the  removal  of  house- 
refuse  and  the  cleansing  of  ashpits  throughout  the  town,  and  the  work  was  commenced 
after  the  31st  of  October  with  very  beneficial  results.  Much  work  has  been  done  in  the 
re -construction  of  ashpits,  and  the  provision  in  many  cases  of  moveable  ashbins.  This 
improvement  in  the  cleanliness  of  the  town  will  doubtless  greatly  effect  the  health  of 
the  inhabitants. 

Public  Abattoirs. — The  Council  considered  the  desirability  of  providing  a public 
abattoir,  and  doing  away  with  the  existing  slaughter-houses,  and  a sub-committee  is  now 
at  work  endeavouring  to  arrange  for  a suitable  site. 

Infectious  Hospitals. — During  the  past  year  the  Temporary  Joint  Hospital  has 
been  re-built  in  brick,  and  plans  have  been  prepared  for  a Joint  Permanent  Hospital  for 
the  Skipton  Urban,  Skipton  Rural,  and  Silsden  Urban  District,  on  the  site  originally 
selected. 

Allotments. — The  Council  has  provided  further  allotments  in  Brook-street,  and  the 
whole  number  available  (40)  have  been  taken  up  by  inhabitants. 

6.— SILSDEN  URBAN  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

Silsden  Water  Supply. — No  shortness  of  supply  has  been  experienced  this  year. 
Several  short  extensions  of  water  mains  have  been  laid  to  new  property. 

Silsden  Sewerage. — The  Local  Government  Board’s  sanction  to  this  scheme  was 
received  at  the  close  of  last  year.  The  contract  was  let  in  August  to  Messrs.  Charles 
Walker  & Co.,  of  Keighley,  for  the  sum  of  £6,858  10s.,  and  the  work  was  commenced  in 
September.  Mr.  H.  Longbottom,  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances,  was  appointed  clerk  of  the 
works.  The  site  for  the  sewage  disposal  has  been  sub-drained,  the  boundary  wall  is  almost 
completed,  the  flood  banks  constructed,  and  the  main  outfall  sewer  and  some  branch  sewers 
have  been  laid,  and  the  work  is  being  steadily  proceeded  with. 

A series  of  regulations  as  to  the  private  drainage  connections  has  been  adopted  by  the 
Council,  and  these  have  been  ordered  to  be  printed  for  distribution. 

Joint  Hospital.- — The  hospital  question  was  discussed  by  the  District  Council,  who 
finally  decided  to  join  with  the  two  Skipton  Authorities  in  their  scheme  for  a joint  per- 
manent hospital,  and  two  of  the  councillors  were  admitted  as  members  of  the  new  Joint 
Hospital  Committee  at  the  meeting  on  August  10th,  when  the  new  apportionments  and 
accommodations  were  decided  upon.  The  Silsden  District  also  participates  in  the  Joint 
Temporary  Hospital  at  Skipton,  which  has  this  year  been  reconstructed  in  brick. 

Council  Offices. — The  transfer  by  purchase  of  the  buildings  vested  in  the  trustees 
of  the  Mechanics’  Institute  has  been  found  for  the  present  to  be  impracticable,  and  the 
District  Council  is  renting  the  property  at  £40  per  annum. 

7,  8,  9.— OAKWORTH,  HAWORTH,  AND  OXENHOPE  URBA.N 
SANITARY  DISTRICTS. 

Oakworth  Water. — In  October  I reported  that  the  water  supplies  to  Chip  Hill  and 
Bogthorn  had  been  defective  in  quantity  and  were  liable  to  pollution,  and  the  owners  of 
property  have  since  been  noticed  to  provide  a more  suitable  supply,  failing  to  do  which  the 
District  Council  will  extend  their  water  main  from  Sykes  Head.  No  extension  of  public 
mains  has  been  laid  this  year. 
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Haworth. — Enlargement  of  District. — The  District  has  been  extended  this  year 
by  the  transfer  of  Lees  and  Cross  Roads,  formerly  a portion  of  the  Bingley  Outer  Urban 
District.  This  has  an  area  of  340  acres,  with  a population  of  about  2,200.  The  transfer 
took  place  on  March  25th  last. 

Haworth  Water  Supply. — In  connection  with  this  supply  several  extensions  of 
water  mains  have  been  laid  this  year.  In  September  I reported  upon  the  water  supply  in 
use  in  Coldshaw,  pointing  out  that  it  was  deficient  and  liable  to  pollution,  and  urged  the 
Council  to  undertake  the  supply  of  this  portion  of  Haworth  from  the  public  mains.  I also 
recommended  the  extension  of  the  water  mains  to  property  at  the  Lees  end  of  Hebden 
Road.  These  matters  are  at  present  under  consideration. 

Haworth  Sewerage. — Mr.  W.  B.  Woodhead,  C.E.,  of  Bradford,  has  been  instructed 
to  prepare  a scheme  for  the  sewerage  of  the  town,  but  it  has  not  yet  been  submitted.  The 
new  portion  of  the  Haworth  District  was  sewered  throughout  previous  to  the  transfer, 
and  the  sewage  is  dealt  with  on  land  below  Haworth. 

Lees  and  Cross  Roads  Scavenging. — The  removal  of  nightsoil  and  ashpit  refuse  of 
this  portion  of  the  District  was  let  by  contract  in  May  last  for  one  year  to  Mr.  John  Binns 
for  £38,  and  the  refuse  is  tipped  on  a portion  of  the  sewage  farm. 

Oxenhope  Sewerage. — The  sewerage  works  in  connection  with  the  scheme  prepared 
by  Messrs.  B.  Hopkinson  & Co.,  of  Keighley,  which  were  begun  at  the  close  of  last  year, 
are  still  in  progress,  and  during  the  year  4,289  yards  of  main  sewers,  with  35  man-holes 
and  18  lamp -holes,  have  been  laid. 

Joint  Hospital. — These  three  Districts  are  now  all  included  in  the  Keighley  and 
Bingley  Joint  Hospital  District,  and  a new  Joint  Hospital  Board  formed  under  the  Pro- 
visional Order  issued  by  the  Local  Government  Board  in  May  last  after  the  Inquiry  held 
at  Oxenhope  by  Dr.  F.  W.  Barry  in  April.  The  new  Hospital  at  Morton  Banks  is  now 
furnished  and  ready  for  use,  and  will  shortly  be  opened  for  the  reception  of  scarlet 
fever  cases. 

River  Pollution. — Notices  have  been  posted  under  Section  49  of  the  “ Public  Health 
Act  (Amendment)  Act,  1890,”  prohibiting  the  deposit  of  solid  refuse  into  any  stream,  and 
warnings  have  been  given  to  offenders,  with  good  results  in  all  three  Districts. 

“ Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1875.” — Samples  of  milk  have  been  taken  by  Mr. 
Julius  Spencer,  the  Inspector  for  these  Districts,  and  forwarded  to  the  County  Analyst  for 
examination  and  report.  No  proceedings  have  been  necessary. 

10.— BARNOLDSWICK  URBAN  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

Water  Supply. — In  connection  with  this  supply  a number  of  extensions  of  water- 
mains  have  been  laid  during  the  year,  amounting  in  all  to  1,510  yards.  Application  was 
made  to  the  Local  Government  Board  for  sanction  to  borrow  £1,000  for  works  of  water- 
supply.  The  Inquiry  was  held  on  September  8th  by  Walter  A.  Ducat,  Esq.,  and  £777 
was  subsequently  sanctioned  on  November  13tli  for  water  supply  extensions  and  for 
hydrants. 

Sewerage.— Application  was  made  at  the  same  time  for  sanction  to  a loan  of  £2,200 
for  additional  works  of  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal.  This  sum  was  necessary  owing  to 
the  Local  Government  Board’s  requiring  additional  land-filtration  areas  and  for  extensions 
to  the  original  scheme.  Sanction  was  received  on  November  13th  to  a loan  of  £1,800  for 
this  purpose.  The  whole  of  the  sewage -disposal  works  are  now  completed,  with  the  excep- 
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tion  of  the  “ polarite  filters.”  The  mixing  machinery  is  ordered,  and  will  very  shortly  be 
fixed  and  ready  for  use.  A number  of  extensions  of  main  sewer  have  been  laid,  and  the 
work  of  private  drainage  connections  is  in  progress.  The  Council  adopted  a series  of 
Regulations  as  to  private  drainage  connections  with  the  sewers,  and  these  have  been  printed 
and  put  in  force. 

Infectious  Hospital. — The  question  of  the  provision  of  a permanent  hospital  for 
infectious  diseases  was  urged  upon  this  Authority  by  the  County  Council,  who  suggested 
possible  combination  with  the  Skipton  Joint  Hospital  scheme.  On  the  re-arrangement  of 
the  Skipton  Joint  Scheme  during  the  past  summer,  when  the  Silsden  Urban  District 
Council  were  admitted,  the  opportunity  of  combining  in  this  scheme  was  again  offered  to 
Barnoldswick.  The  District  Council,  however,  declined  it,  partly  on  the  ground  of  distance, 
and  preferring  to  erect  a hospital  for  their  own  District.  They  suggested  a site  on  land 
belonging  to  the  Council  at  Tubber  Hill,  and  I was  asked  to  report  on  its  suitability  for  this 
purpose.  This  I did  in  December,  but  was  unable  to  recommend  its  adoption.  The 
Council  is  looking  out  for  a more  suitable  site. 


PREVALENCE  OF  ZYMOTIC  DISEASE. 

The  Infectious  Diseases  (Notification)  Act,  1889,  has  been  adopted  by  all  the 
Authorities  in  this  Combination.  In  the  Sedbergh,  Settle,  Skipton,  and  Keighley  Rural 
Districts,  and  the  Skipton,  Oakworth,  and  Haworth  Urban  Districts,  the  Act  came  into 
force  early  in  1890  ; in  the  Oxenhope  Urban  District  in  1893 ; in  the  Silsden  Urban 
District  in  1894;  and  in  the  Barnoldswick  Urban  District  in  1895.  During  1896,  the 
total  number  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  which  came  to  my  knowledge  was  598,  as  com- 
pared with  486  last  year  and  407  in  1894.  This  includes  only  cases  notifiable  under  the 
Act,  and  is  an  increase  of  112  upon  the  previous  year.  These  may  be  classified  under 
three  heads : — (a)  Infectious  cases  notified  under  the  Act  by  medical  men , 593  ; (5)  Infec- 
tious cases  notified  by  householders,  2 ; (c)  Infectious  cases  under  the  Act  not  notified,  5. 
These  were  divided  among  the  various  Districts  as  follows: — Sedbergh  Rural,  17;  Settle 
Rural,  82;  Skipton  Rural,  126;  Keighley  Rural,  16;  Skipton  Urban,  154;  Silsden  Urban, 
106;  Oakworth  Urban,  23;  Haworth  Urban,  33;  Oxenhope  Urban,  17;  and  Barnolds- 
wick Urban,  24. 

Smallpox. — No  case  of  smallpox  was  reported  during  the  year. 

Scarlatina. — Ten  deaths  was  returned  from  this  disease,  as  compared  with  9 last 
year,  and  6 in  1894.  Of  these,  8 occurred  in  the  Skipton  Urban,  and  1 each  in  the  Sed- 
bergh Rural  and  Silsden  Urban  Districts.  In  all,  342  cases  came  to  my  knowledge,  as 
compared  with  297  last  year,  and  252  in  1894;  and  they  were  distributed  as  follows: — 
Sedbergh  Rural,  13;  Settle  Rural,  53;  Skipton  Rural,  63;  Keighley  Rural,  4;  Skipton 
Urban,  123;  Silsden  Urban,  76;  Haworth  Urban,  3;  Oxenhope  Urban,  1;  and  Barnolds- 
wick Urban,  6.  Of  the  total  342,  154  were  males,  and  188  females;  120  were  under  five 
years  of  age,  and  222  over  five  years  of  age. 

Diphtheria. — Eight  deaths  were  ascribed  to  diphtheria,  as  compared  with  3 in  each 
of  the  two  previous  years.  These  took  place  2 each  in  the  Settle  Rural  and  Barnoldswick 
Urban  Districts,  and  4 in  the  Skipton  Rural.  In  all,  27  cases  were  notified,  and  these 
occurred  as  follows : — Settle  Rural,  9;  Skipton  Rural,  12;  Oakworth  Urban,  1;  Haworth 
Urban,  1 ; and  Barnoldswick  Urban,  4.  Of  the  27  cases  reported,  12  were  males,  and  15 
females ; 6 were  under  5 years  of  age,  and  21  over  five  years  of  age. 

Membranous  Croup.—  Thirteen  deaths  were  returned  as  due  to  membranous  croup, 
as  compared  with  5 in  each  of  the  two  previous  years.  Of  these,  4 each  took  place  in  the 
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Skipton  Rural  and  Barnoldswick  Urban  Districts ; 2 in  the  Silsden  Urban ; and  1 each  in 
the  Oakworth,  Haworth,  and  Oxenhope  Urban  Districts.  In  all,  23  cases  were  notified,  as 
follows  : — Settle  Rural,  1 ; Skipton  Rural,  6 ; Silsden  Urban,  4 ; Oakworth  Urban,  2 ; 
Haworth  Urban,  3 ; Oxenhope  Urban,  3 ; and  Barnoldswick  Urban,  4.  Of  these,  14  were 
males,  and  9 females ; 17  were  under  five  years,  and  6 over  five  years  of  age. 

Typhus  Fever. — Three  deaths  occurred  from  this  disease  in  the  Settle  Rural  District, 
one  only  being  returned  as  from  typhus  fever,  the  other  two  being  certified  as  due  to 
influenza  and  its  complications,  but  subsequently  discovered  to  have  been  cases  of  typlms. 
In  all,  there  were  7 cases  notified.  Of  these,  2 were  males,  and  5 females ; and  all  were  in 
persons  over  five  years  of  age.  The  disease  was  imported  from  Liverpool. 

Typhoid  Fever.- — Twenty  deaths  were  returned  as  from  typhoid  fever,  as  compared 
with  16  last  year,  and  10  in  1894.  Of  these,  6 occurred  in  the  Skipton  Rural,  4 in  the 
Silsden  Urban,  2 each  in  the  Skipton,  Oakworth,  Haworth,  and  Oxenhope  Urban  Districts, 
and  1 each  in  the  Settle  and  Keighley  Rural  Districts.  In  all,  78  cases  were  notified,  as 
compared  with  82  last  year,  and  40  in  1894,  and  these  were  distributed  as  follows : — 
Sedbergh  Rural,  1 ; Settle  Rural,  7 ; Skipton  Rural,  23 ; Keighley  Rural,  5 ; Skipton  Urban, 
9 ; Silsden  Urban,  15  ; Oakworth  Urban,  6 ; Haworth  Urban,  7 ; Oxenhope  Urban,  2 ; 
and  Barnoldswick  Urban,  3.  Of  the  total  78  cases  reported,  43  were  males  and  35  females; 

4 were  under,  and  74  over  five  years  of  age. 

Continued  Fever. — Two  deaths  were  returned  under  this  head  in  the  Haworth  Urban 
District.  In  all,  16  cases  were  reported,  aud  of  these,  10  occurred  in  the  Haworth  Urban, 

5 in  the  Oxenhope  Urban,  and  1 in  the  Oakworth  Urban  District.  Of  these,  9 were  males, 
and  7 females;  1 was  under,  and  15  over  five  years  of  age. 

Puerperal  Fever. — A single  death  was  returned  from  this  cause  in  the  Skipton 
Rural  District.  The  cases  reported  were  3 in  number,  2 in  the  Skipton  Rural  and  1 in  the 
Keighley  Rural  District. 

Erysipelas. — Five  deaths  were  due  to  erysipelas,  as  compared  with  2 last  year, 
and  5 in  1894.  They  occurred — 1 in  Settle  Rural,  and  2 in  Keighley  Rui-al  District;  and 
1 each  in  Oxenhope  and  Barnoldswick  Urban  Districts.  There  were  102  cases  notified,  as 
compared  with  71  last  year,  and  64  in  1894,  and  these  were  distributed  as  follows: — 
Sedbergh  Rural,  3 ; Settle  Rural,  5 ; Skipton  Rural,  20  ; Keighley  Rural,  6 ; Skipton  Urban, 
22;  Silsden  Urban,  11;  Oakworth  Urban,  13;  Haworth  Urban,  9;  Oxenhope  Urban,  6; 
and  Barnoldswick  Urban,  7.  Of  these,  42  were  males  and  60  females ; 5 were  under  and 
97  over  five  years  of  age. 

Measles. — Eight  deaths  were  returned  from  this  cause,  as  compared  with  7 last  year, 
and  6 in  1894.  Of  these,  5 took  place  in  the  Skipton  Urban,  1 in  Silsden  Urban,  and  2 in 
the  Skipton  Rural  Districts.  Measles  was  prevalent  in  the  Settle  Rural  District,  at  Selside, 
near  Horton -in-Ribblesdale,  in  January;  in  the  Skipton  Rural  District,  at  Carleton  in 
January,  at  Gargrave  in  September,  and  at  Rylstone  in  November;  and  in  the  Urban 
District  of  Skipton  in  December.  This  disease  is  not  included  in  the  Notification  Act  in 
force  in  any  of  the  Districts,  and  individual  cases  are  not  reported.  Of  the  deaths,  6 were 
under  five  years,  and  2 over  five  years. 

Whooping  Cough. — Seventeen  deaths  were  returned  from  this  disease,  as  compared 
with  38  last  year,  and  11  in  1894.  These  were  distributed  as  follows : — Skipton  Rural,  8 ; 
Keighley  Rural,  3 ; and  1 each  in  the  Settle  Rural  and  Silsden,  Oakworth,  Haworth, 
Oxenhope,  and  Barnoldswick  Urban  Districts.  This  disease  was  prevalent  in  the  Settle 
Rural  District,  at  Horton -in-Ribblesdale  in  February;  in  the  Skipton  Rural  District,  at 
Thornton -in -Craven  in  February,  and  at  Kelbrook  in  September;  and  in  the  Oakworth 
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Urban  District,  at  Oldfield  in  February.  Whooping  Cough  is  not  notifiable  under  the  Act, 
and  no  individual  cases  were  reported.  Of  the  deaths,  16  were  under  five  years,  and  1 
over  five  years  of  age. 

Diarrhcea  and  Dysentery. — Thirteen  deaths  were  returned  under  this  head,  as 
compared  with  24  last  year,  and  8 in  1894.  These  occurred  as  follows: — Settle  Rural,  2; 
Sldpton  Rural,  3 ; Keighley  Rural,  1 ; Silsden  Urban,  3 ; Haworth  Urban,  2 ; and 
Barnoldswick  Urban,  2.  Of  the  deaths,  10  were  under  and  3 over  five  years  of  age. 

Influenza. — Sixteen  deaths  were  attributed  to  influenza  and  its  complications,  but  2 
of  these  were  subsequently  shown  to  be  due  to  Typhus  Fever.  Thus  there  were  14  deaths,  as 
compared  with  49  last  year,  and  20  in  1894.  These  deaths  occurred  as  follows: — Skipton 
Rural,  3 ; Keighley  Rural,  2 ; Barnoldswick  Urban,  5 ; and  1 each  in  the  Settle  Rural  and 
Oakworth,  Haworth,  and  Oxenhope  Urban  Districts. 

Phthisis. — The  deaths  returned  from  consumption  were  106  in  number,  as  compared 
with  119  last  year,  and  92  in  1894. 

The  details  of  the  various  outbreaks  of  infectious  disease  will  appear  in  the  local 
reports. 

Table  showing  cases  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of 
diseases  included  in  the  Infectious  Diseases  (Notification)  Act,  1889 : — 


Disease. 

Male. 

Female. 

— 5. 

+ 5. 

Total. 

Smallpox 

Scarlatina  

154 

188 

120 

222 

342 

Diphtheria  

12 

15 

6 

21 

27 

Membranous  Croup  .... 

14 

9 

17 

6 

■ 

23 

Typhus  Fever 

2 

5 

7 

7 

Typhoid  Fever  

43 

35 

4 

74 

78 

Continued  Fever 

9 

7 

1 

15 

16 

Relapsing  Fever 

Puerperal  Fever 

3 

3 

3 

Cholera  

Erysipelas  

42 

60 

5 

97 

102 

Total  

276 

322 

153 

445 

598 

Schools  Closed. — The  following  Schools  were  closed  in  consequence  of  the  prevalence 
of  infectious  disease  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  with  a view  to  checking  its  spread : — For 
Scarlet  Fever — In  the  Sedbergh  Rural  District,  the  Dent  National  School  in  December ; in 
the  Settle  Rural  District,  the  schools  at  Selside,  and  Wigglesworth  in  January,  and  the 
Settle  National  Schools  in  November.  In  the  Skipton  Rural  District,  the  National  and 
British  Schools  at  Embsay  in  February  and  March : in  the  Silsden  Urban  District,  the 
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Aire  View  and  Bolton  Road  Schools  in  May.  For  Measles  — In  the  Skipton  Rural 
District,  the  Endowed  Schools  at  Carleton  in  January,  the  National  and  Wesleyan  Schools 
at  Gar  grave  in  September  and  October,  and  the  Rylstone  District  School  at  Cracoe  in 
November ; in  the  Skipton  Urban  District,  the  Infant  Departments  of  the  National, 
Wesleyan,  and  Roman  Catholic  Schools  in  December.  For  Whooping  Cough — In  the  Settle 
Rural,  the  Horton-in-Ribblesdale  School  in  February ; in  the  Skipton  Rural,  the  school  at 
Thornton-in-Craven  in  February,  and  the  Board  School  at  Kelbrook  in  September;  in  the 
Oakworth  Urban,  the  Oldfield  Board  School  in  February.  For  Mumps — In  the  Settle 
Rural,  the  Horton  National  School  in  May. 

Removal  of  Cases  to  Hospital. — The  Giggleswick  Hospital  in  the  Settle  Rural 
District  has  been  used  during  the  year  for  the  isolation  of  two  cases  of  typhus  fever,  and 
25  cases  of  scarlatina.  The  Joint  Temporary  Hospital  at  Skipton,  belonging  to  the  Urban 
and  Rural  District  Councils,  was  used  for  the  isolation  of  78  cases  of  scarlatina,  53  from 
the  Urban,  and  25  from  the  Rural  District.  Total  cases  isolated  in  Hospital,  105. 

In  no  instance  had  I to  apply  to  the  magistrates  for  an  Order  under  Section  124  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1875,  for  the  compulsory  removal  of  a case  to  hospital.  No  legal  pro- 
ceedings have  been  taken  this  year  under  the  Infectious  Diseases  (Notification)  Act,  1889, 
for  failure  to  notify.  Legal  proceedings  under  Section  126  for  exposure  of  infected  persons 
were  instituted  in  two  instances,  one  at  Skipton,  where  a conviction  was  obtained,  and  the 
other  at  Settle  where  the  case  had  not  come  before  the  court  at  the  close  of  the  year. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

A summary  of  these,  classified  as  to  age,  disease,  and  locality,  together  with  their 
respective  rates,  will  be  found  in  Tables  V.,  VI.,  and  VII. 

Births.- — The  births  registered  during  1896  were  2,055  in  number,  a decrease  of  49 
from  last  year.  This  is  equivalent  to  a birth-rate  of  25-6  per  1,000,  as  compared  with  26-9 
last  year,  and  25-4  in  1894.  Of  the  total  births,  1,108  took  place  in  the  Rural,  and  947  in 
the  Urban  Districts,  as  against  1,119  and  985  during  1895,  and  give  the  respective  birth- 
rates of  24-6  and  26-7  per  1,000.  The  birth-rate  was  highest  in  the  Skipton  Urban  (31-3) 
and  Barnoldswick  Urban  (29*2)  Districts,  and  lowest  in  the  Oakworth  Urban  District 
(17*6). 

Deaths. — There  were  1,161  deaths  registered  of  persons  belonging  to  the  District. 
This  is  a decrease  of  185  from  last  year,  and  is  equivalent  to  a death-rate  for  the  Com- 
bined District  of  only  14*4  per  1,000  living,  as  compared  with  17*2  last  year,  and  14-8  in 
1894.  This  is  the  lowest  death-rate  upon  record.  Of  the  total  deaths,  647  belonged  to 
the  Rural,  and  514  to  the  Urban  Districts,  as  against  756  and  590  during  1895;  giving 
respective  death-rates  of  14-4  and  14-5  per  1,000.  The  highest  death-rate  is  found  in  the 
Oxenhope  Urban  District  (19-6),  Silsden  Urban  being  next  (16-8),  and  the  lowest  in  the 
Oakworth  Urban  District  (11*7). 

Infant  Mortality. — Of  the  1,161  deaths,  227  were  those  of  children  under  one  year 
of  age  (115  in  the  Rural,  and  112  in  the  Urban  Districts).  This  is  equivalent  to  an  infant 
mortality  of  11-0  per  cent  of  registered  births,  as  compared  with  13-4  in  1895,  and  11*8  in 
1894.  The  infant  mortality  rate  is  also  the  lowest  upon  record.  The  highest  rate  is 
furnished  by  the  Silsden  Urban  District  (17*5),  Barnoldswick  Urban  coming  next  (13*6). 
The  lowest  infant  mortality  is  found  in  the  Sedbergh  Rural  (4-0)  and  the  Haworth  Urban 
Districts  (9*2).  Among  children  under  five  years  of  age,  there  were  333  deaths,  as  com- 
pared with  422  last  year,  and  363  in  1894.  This  gives  a percentage  to  total  deaths  of  28-3, 
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as  compared  with  31*3  last  year,  and  31-4  in  1894.  The  highest  percentage  is  reached  in 
the  Silsden  Urban  (39T),  and  the  lowest  in  the  Sedbergh  Rural  (11*5)  Districts. 

Among  persons  aged  60  and  upwards  there  were  403  deaths.  This  gives  a percentage 
to  total  deaths  of  34-7,  as  compared  with  37-6  last  year,  and  37'8  in  1894.  The  highest 
percentage  is  reached,  as  usual,  in  the  Sedbergh  Rural  (5 1*9),  the  Settle  Rural  District 
coming  next  (46*5) ; and  the  lowest  in  the  Silsden  Urban  District  (21*7). 

Causes  oe  Death. — Under  the  head  of  diseases  of  the  lungs  (bronchitis,  pneumonia, 
and  pleurisy),  239  deaths  were  returned,  as  against  283  last  year,  and  248  in  1894;  from 
influenza  and  its  complications,  14  as  against  49  last  year,  and  20  in  1894 ; from  diseases 
of  the  heart,  132,  as  compared  with  141  last  year,  and  138  in  1894;  and  from  consump- 
tion, 106,  as  compared  with  119  last  year,  and  92  in  1894. 

Zymotic  Rate. — The  zymotic  rate  is  calculated,  as  heretofore,  upon  the  deaths 
returned  from  the  seven  principal  zymotic  diseases  as  designated  by  the  Registrar  General, 
viz.: — Smallpox,  measles,  scarlatina,  diphtheria  and  membranous  croup,  whooping  cough, 
fever  (including  typhus,  enteric  or  typhoid,  and  other  doubtful),  and  diarrhoea  and 
dysentery.  The  zymotic  rate  for  the  whole  District  is  IT' per  1,000  living,  as  compared 
with  D3  last  year,  and  0-6  in  1894.  The  highest  zymotic  rate  occurs  in  the  Silsden  Urban 
District  (2*8),  Oxenhope  Urban  and  Barnoldswick  Urban  being  next  (each  1*6)  ; while  the 
lowest  appear  in  the  Sedbergh  Rural  (0-2)  and  Settle  Rural  (0-6)  Districts. 

METEOROLOGICAL  RETURNS. 

In  Tables  I.  to  IY.  will  be  found  Rainfall  Returns  from  23  stations  in  different  drain- 
age areas  of  the  District,  and  also  records  of  mean  daily  temperature  of  each  month, 
taken  at  Skip  ton  and  Austwick. 

Of  the  23  returns  for  the  year,  20  had  their  highest  monthly  rainfall  in  September,  2 
in  March,  and  1 in  December.  The  highest  individual  monthly  record  occurred  at  Malham 
Tarn  in  March,  and  amounted  to  9-90  inches.  The  highest  rainfall  for  the  year  occurred 
at  Arncliffe,  amounting  to  58-00  inches,  Malham  Tai’n  coming  next  with  55-39  inches. 
With  only  four  exceptions,  the  rainfall  this  year  was  below  the  average  for  a number  of 
years  past.  The  number  of  days  on  which  -01  or  more  inches  fell  exceeded  200  in  four 
instances,  the  largest  number  occurring  at  Lower  Barden  Reservoir  (238).  The  greatest 
rainfall  in  24  hours  was  registered  at  Sedbergh  (L86)  on  December  29th,  Arncliffe 
coming  next  (1*63)  on  the  same  date. 

I have  specially  to  thank  Mr.  James  Watson,  Engineer  to  the  Waterworks  of  the 
Bradford  Corporation ; and  also  the  Rev.  W.  A.  Shuffrey,  of  Arncliffe ; Messrs.  W. 
Morrison,  of  Malham  Tarn ; J.  Handley,  of  Sedbergh ; J. . Howson,  of  Austwick ; 
W.  Gomersall,  of  Otterburn ; E.  Townsend,  of  Skipton  ; and  J.  W.  Shepherd,  of  Settle, 
for  kindly  supplying  this  information. 


I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

FRANCIS  E.  ATKINSON,  L.R.C.P.  (London),  M.R.C.S. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  of  the 

Combined  Sanitary  Authorities  of  Craven. 


Settle,  February  6th,  1897. 
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Note. — The  following  were  the  rates  for  England  and  Wales  during  1896  : — Birth-rate,  ; Death-rate,  ; Zymotic-rate, 

Percentage  of  deaths  under  1 year  to  B,egistered  Births, 


TABLE  VII. 

Showing  the  Birth  and  Death  Rates  in  the  Craven  Combined  District  for  each  of  the  19  years  1878-96. 
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11-5 

11-4 

12-4 

rH 

rH 

11-2 

12-7 

MI 

12-4 

13-4 

11-9 

(M 

(M 

13T 

12-7 

12-3 

11-8 

13-4 

110 

Zymotic'  Rate 
pet 

1000  living. 

rH 

CM 

'CM 

cp 

<M 

t-H 

»o 

H 

OO 

© 

CO 

rH 

op  »p 

© CM 

rH 

rH 

0-8 

O 

rH 

1*5 

CO 

rH 

9-0 

CO 

rH 

11 

Death  Rate 
per 

1000  living. 

19-8  • 

20-0 

17-6 

9-91 

18-1 

CO 

t"- 

rH 

rH 

17-9 

16-4 

18-1 

u- 

u- 

rH 

OO 

lO 

JU- 

19-1 

00 

cb 

16-8 

14-8 

17-2 

r-H 

Birth  Rate 
per 

1000  living. 

00 

o 

CO 

31-5 

29-8 

30-4 

cc 

C5 

CM 

27-7 

29-0 

26-6 

29-0 

28-0 

28-9 

26-8 

24-6 

27-6 

26-3 

26-6 

25-4 

05 

cb 

<M 

CD 

in 

C3 

Total 
Deaths . 

1,352 

1,390 

1,270 

1,139 

1,263 

1,254 

1,215 

(M 

00 

CM^ 

rH 

1,190 

1,321 

1,307 

1,185 

1,377 

O 

00 

CO^ 

rH 

1,220 

1,298 

1,154 

CO 

00^ 

rH 

r-H 

CO 

r-H 

r-H 

Total 

Births. 

1>- 

C5 

rH 

oT 

2,188 

00 

rH 

of 

2,078 

2,070 

1,950 

2,057 

1,899 

2,097 

2,047 

2,136 

2,010 

1,974 

1,995 

00 

o 

05^ 

rH 

2,048 

1,972 

O 

rH 

cm' 

m 

LO 

o 

of 

Population 

Estimated. 

67,992 

69,268 

72,030 

■L- 

^CO 

£CO^ 

Zee 

CO 

68,410 

70,300 

70,800 

71,370 

72,180 

72,890 

73,680 

74,990 

80,130 

Census. 

72,063 

O 

O 

of 

76,964 

77,388 

77,952 

80,266 

Yeah. 

1878  . 

1879  

o 

00 

00 

t-H 

rH 

00 

00 

(M 

00 

00 

rH 

CO 

00 

00 

00 

00 

rH 

1885  

: 1886  

1887  

1888  

1889  

O 

© 

00 

rH 

* 

|1891  .... 

fl892  

CO 

C5 

00 

rH 

H-+ 

£1894  .... 

05 

00 

rH 

H-+ 

U896  

* Including  the  Sedbergh  Rural  District.  f Excluding  the  Barnoldswick  Urban  District.  | Includes  both. 


EDMONDSON  AND  CO.,  PRINTERS,  SKIPTON 


COMBINED 


SEDBERGH 


RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  the  Year  1896. 


Area,  52,665  Acres ; Batcable  Value  (1896),  =629,968 ; Inhabited  Houses 
(1871),  986;  (1891),  903;  Population  enumerated  (1871),  4,990; 

(1881),  4,079;  (1891),  4,040;  Estimated  (1896),  4.080. 


Inspection  oe  District. — This  District  has  been  subject  to  routine  inspection,  ana 
special  visits  have  also  been  made  in  connection  with  outbreaks  of  infectious  disease,  and 
when  other  matters  of  importance  required  attention.  During  the  third  quarter  of  the 
year,  however,  we  were  without  an  Inspector  of  Nuisances,  as  Mr.  Cook  resigned  the 
appointment  at  the  end  of  June.  Mr.  Cook  also  held  the  post  of  Surveyor,  and  the  Local 
Government  Board  objected  to  the  two  offices  being  held  by  one  man.  Some  delay  was 
caused  in  the  choice  of  his  successor,  and  Mr.  John  Punch,  of  Sedbergh,  was  appointed 
Inspector  of  Nuisances  on  September  23rd. 

Sanitary  Condition  and  Progress  : Water  Supply. — Sedbergh  town  is  supplied 
with  water  from  springs,  and  an  extensive  gathering  ground  on  the  hills  to  the  North  of 
the  town.  A large  additional  storage  reservoir  was  constructed  in  1886,  but  this 
unfortunately  could  not  be  used,  as  it  was  found  in  the  following  year  to  be  leaking  con- 
siderably. The  re -lining  of  the  reservoir  was  decided  upon,  but  there  was  considerable 
delay  in  raising  the  money  for  this  purpose.  A Local  Government  Board  Inquiry  was  held 
last  year,  and  sanction  was  given  to  a loan  of  £400,  being  the  balance  of  the  sum  required. 
The  work  of  re-lining  was  then  proceeded  with,  being  done  as  day  work  by  the  Sanitary 
Authority  and  completed  on  September  25th.  After  the  re-lining  of  the  reservoir,  which 
was  completed  last  year,  the  work  being  done  under  the  supervision  of  a sub -committee 
jointly  appointed  by  the  District  Council  and  the  Governors  of  the  Sedbergh  Grammar 
School,  it  was,  unfortunately,  again  found  to  be  leaking.  Upon  inspection,  it  was  ascertained 
that  the  work  had  been  done  in  parallel  sections,  and  small  cracks  had  developed  following 
the  lines  of  junction.  The  joint  sub-committee  then  called  in  Mr.  Fulton,  of  Sedgwick, 
near  Kendal,  and  he  impaired  the  cracks  by  chiseling  out  the  lines  and  pouring  in  liquid 
cement.  This  work  was  done  during  the  summer,  and  since  then  there  has  been  no  com- 
plaint of  scarcity  of  water  in  the  town.  An  extension  of  255  yards  of  3-inch  and  283 
yards  of  2 -inch  water  main  has  been  laid  along  the  Cautley  Road  to  property  on  the 
Pedgecroft  Farm.  It  has  not  been  possible,  under  the  circumstances,  to  extend  the  public 
supply  to  Milthrop. 

The  village  of  Dent  is  supplied  by  a central  public  fountain,  and  other  parts  of  the 
District  obtain  their  supply  from  wells,  springs,  and  running  streams. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage. — The  town  of  Sedbergh  is  the  only  part  of  the  District 
where  there  is  a system  of  sewers.  In  1894  additions  were  made  to  this,  and  a scheme 
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for  the  sewage  disposal  was  carried  out,  which  had  been  prepared  by  Mr.  W.  H.  Radford, 
C.E.,  of  Nottingham,  and  a short  description  of  this  was  given  in  my  report  for  that  year. 
No  extensions  of  main  sewer  have  been  laid  this  year.  At  Dent,  a second  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  inquiry  was  held  on  Juue  26th  under  It.  H.  Bicknell,  Esq.,  M.I.C.E.,  into  an 
application  for  sanction  to  borrow  £1,500  for  works  of  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  for 
the  village  of  Dent,  the  plans  having  been  prepared  by  Mr.  Horsfall,  engineer,  of  Halifax. 
The  Local  Government  Board  suggested  the  reduction  of  the  size  of  the  pipes  throughout, 
and  that  the  underdraining  of  the  sewage -disposal  site  should  be  omitted,  unless  subse- 
quently found  to  be  necessary,  in  order  to  save  expense.  Certain  other  amendments  in  the 
scheme  were  suggested,  and  these,  together  with  corrected  estimates  and  agreements  as  to 
easements,  have  to  be  forwarded  before  sanction  can  be  obtained.  In  other  parts  of  the 
District  where  the  houses  are  more  scattered,  the  drains  are  for  the  most  part  constructed 
of  rubble,  and  discharge  into  the  nearest  water-course,  and  in  a few  instances  they  are 
laid  in  pipes  and  the  sewage  conveyed  on  to  land. 

Excrement  and  Refuse  Disposal. — In  Sedbergh  town  there  are  a number  of  water 
closets,  but  throughout  the  District  the  forms  mostly  in  use  are  the  common  privy 
midden  and  the  block  privy.  The  ashpits  are  for  the  most  part  uncovered,  and 
frequently  sunk  below  the  ground  level.  The  scavenging  depends  upon  the  tenants, 
and  the  intervention  of  the  Inspector  is  often  required  to  secure  the  removal  of  the 
contents  of  the  ashpits.  Nightsoil  is  disposed  of  to  farmers,  and  ashes  and  rubbish  were 
used  until  recently  for  tilling  up  hollows  in  the  town  cricket  field.  Since  October  the 
refuse  has  been  tipped  on  the  sewage  farm. 

Bye-Laws  and  Urban  Powers. — This  Authority  possesses  bye-laws  with  respect  to 
“ Common  Lodging  Houses,”  and  these  were  allowed  by  the  Local  Government  Board  in 
1886;  and  has  adopted  the  model  bye-laws  with  respect  to  a “Cemetery”  for  the 
contributory  place  of  Sedbergh.  These  last  were  allowed  on  May  9th,  1890.  The  Council 
has  not  yet  applied  for  Urban  Powers  under  Sections  157  and  158,  and  under  Sections 
169  (paragraphs  2 and  3)  and  170.  No  regulations  have  been  issued  under  the  “ Dairies, 
Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops  Order,  1886.”  In  1894  powers  were  granted  by  the  Local 
Government  Board  under  Section  49  of  the  Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment)  Act,  1890. 

Infectious  Hospital. — This  Authority  has  no  permanent  hospital  for  the  isolation  of 
cases  of  infectious  disease.  In  1894  a barn  on  the  Riggs  was  furnished  as ‘a  temporary 
hospital  for  smallpox  cases,  and  an  iron  building  purchased  and  erected  as  an  administra- 
tive block.  There  has  been  no  occasion  for  using  it  during  the  past  year.  The  Council 
should  again  consider  the  question  of  providing  a permanent  hospital  for  the  isolation  of 
cases  of  other  infectious  diseases,  together  with  a proper  steam-disinfector  for  the  dis- 
infection of  bedding,  clothing,  &c.,  and  an  ambulance  for  the  removal  of  cases. 

Street  Improvements. — Mrs.  Coterell- Dormer  erected  a handsome  entrance  or 
lych-gate  to  the  Cemetery,  on  condition  that  the  District  Council  undertook  the  widening 
and  improving  of  the  approach  to  the  Cemetery,  and  this  work  has  been  completed  at  a 
cost  of  about  £100. 

River  Pollution. — In  December  the  West  Riding  Rivers  Board  complained  of  the 
tipping  of  refuse  into  the  Flinter  Gill  Beck  at  Dent,  and  the  Clerk  was  instructed  to  post 
public  notices  pointing  out  the  provisions  of  the  West  Riding  Yorkshire  Rivers  Act,  and 
threatening  offenders ; and  to  reply  that  a portion  of  the  proposed  sewage-farm  at  Dent 
would  be  set  apart  for  the  deposit  of  refuse. 

“ Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1875.”— Three  samples  of  milk  were  taken  by  the 
Inspector  of  Nuisances  and  submitted  to  the  County  Analyst.  One  of  these  was  pro- 
nounced to  be  “ genuine,”  and  two  were  of  “ inferior  quality.” 
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Rainfall. — I am  indebted  to  Mr.  John  Handley  for  details  respecting  the  rainfall 


at  Briggflats,  near  Sedbergh  : — 
Year. 

1884 

1885 

1886 

1887 

1888 

1889 

1890 

1891 

1892 

1893 


Average  for  10  years 


1894 

1895 

1896 


Rainfall  in  inches. 

45-83 

48-3 

63-06 

35-00 

41-11 

44-22 

54-02 

61-23 

58-87 

47-00 


49-86 

54-05 

47-17 

49-75 


The  rainfall  for  the  past  year  is  slightly  above  the  average  for  the  previous  12  years. 
The  number  of  days  on  which  -01  inches  or  more  fell  was  196,  and  the  greatest  rainfall  in 
24  hours  occurred  on  December  29th,  amounting  to  1-86,  the  highest  daily  record  in  the 
Combined  District. 


Population. — At  the  census  of  1871  the  population  was  4,990,  and  that  of  1881  was 
4,079,  the  decrease  being  due  to  the  removal  of  the  navvies  on  the  completion  of  the  Settle 
and  Carlisle  branch  of  the  Midland  Railway.  At  the  census  of  1891  it  was  found  to  be 
4,040,  living  in  903  houses.  I have  estimated  it  up  to  the  middle  of  1896  to  be  4,080, 
living  in  983  houses,  or  an  average  of  4-1  per  house. 

Births. — The  number  of  births  registered  during  the  year  was  98  (52  males  and  46 
females).  This  is  an  increase  of  14  upon  last  year,  and  is  equivalent  to  a birth-rate  for  the 
year  of  24-0  per  1,000,  as  compared  with  20-5  last  year,  and  26-7  in  1894.  The  births  were 
distributed  as  follows : — Sedbergh,  60;  Dent,  27;  and  Garsdale,  11;  giving  respective 
birth-rates  of  25-0,  23-5,  and  20-4.  The  natural  increase  to  the  population  is  46. 


Deaths. — The  total  deaths  returned  were  52  in  number  (26  males  and  26  females). 
This  is  a decrease  of  12  upon  last  year,  and  is  equivalent  to  an  annual  death-rate  of  12-7 
per  1,000  living,  as  compared  with  15-6  last  year  and  17-6  in  1894.  The  deaths  were  dis- 
tributed as  follows: — Sedbergh,  30;  Dent,  15;  and  Garsdale,  7 ; giving  respective  death- 
rates  of  12-5,  13-1,  and  13-0. 


The  deaths  occurred  during  each  quarter  as  follows : — 


1889 

1890 

1891 

1892 

1893 

1894 

1895 

1896 


1st  Quarter. 

2nd  Quarter. 

3rd  Quarter. 

4th  Quarter 

25  

11  

16  

19 

35  

21  

20  

16 

. . . . 16  

24  

18  

12 

22  15  17  12 


21  

18  

14  

19 

17  

26  

7 

14 

. .. . 17  

13  

11  

11 
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MORTALITY  AS  TO  AGE. 


Sedbergh. 

Dent. 

Garsdale. 

Total. 

Deaths  under  1 year 

3 

1 

4 

,,  over  1 and  under  5.  . 

2 

2 

,,  ,,  5 ,,  15 . . 

2 

2 

4 

,,  ,,  15  ,,  25 . . 

2 

3 

5 

,,  ,,  25  ,,  60 . . 

5 

4 

1 

10 

» „ 60 

16 

8 

3 

27 

At  all  ages  

30 

15 

7 

52 

Tables  of  the  Mortality  and  Sickness  in  the  Rural  Sanitary  District  of  Sedbergh  for 
the  twelve  calendar  months  ending  December  31st,  1896  : — 


NAME  OF  DISEASE. 


(a)  TOTAL  DEATHS  REGISTERED  IN  THE 
DISTRICT. 


— 5 means  under  5 years  of  age  . . . . , 
+ 5 means  over  5 years  of  age 

Smallpox 

Measles  

Scarlatina  

Diphtheria  

Croup  (not  “ spasmodic  ”) 

Whooping  Cough  

fTyphus  

“ Continued  ” J , . m u -a 
Fevers  1 T^itenc  or  Typhoid  . 

'•Of  other  or  doubtful 

Diarrhoea  and  Dysentery 

Cholera  

Rheumatic  Fever  

Erysipelas  

Pyaemia  

Puerperal  Fever 

Ague  

Influenza 

Phthisis  

Bronchitis,  Pneumonia,  and  Pleurisy 

Heart  Disease 

Injuries  

Diseases  not  named  above 

Total  


Sedbergh. 

Dent. 

Garsdale. 

Sedbergh 

R.S.D. 

—5 

+ 5 

—5 

+ 5 

—5 

+ 5 

—5 

+ 5 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

2 

2 

1 

8 

3 

2 

5 

5 

1 

2 

8 

4 

12 

1 

7 

3 

5 

22 

5 

25 

1 

14 

7 

6 

46 

5 


NAME  OF  DISEASE. 

(B) 

OUTDOOR  SICKNESS. 

Sedbergh. 

Dent. 

Garsdale. 

Sedbergh 

R.S.D. 

— 5 means  under  5 years  of  age  . . . . 

•j 

—5 

+ 5 

—5 

+ 5 

—5 

+ 5 

—5 

+ 5 

+ 5 means  over  5 years  of  age  . . . . 

Smallpox 

Measles  

Scarlatina  

*6 

i 

6 

1 

12 

Dinhfheria 

Croup  (not  “ spasmodic  ”) 

Whooping  Cough  

“ Continued”  ) 

t-  , > Enteric  

) Of  other  or  doubtful 

sorts 

i 

i 

Diarrhoea  and  Dysentery 

Cholera  

Bheumatic  Fever  

Erysipelas  

Pyaemia  

Puerperal  Fever 

Ague  

2 

i 

3 

Total  

9 

1 

6 

1 

1 

16 

* Three  of  these  were  school  cases,  and  were  isolated  in  their  own  sanatorium. 


TABLE  I. 


Table  showing  the  estimated  population,  births,  and  deaths,  for  the  years  1880-96 
inclusive,  with  average  for  the  decade  1880-89  : — 


Year. 

Population  estimated  to 
middle  of  the  year. 

Births. 

Deaths. 

1880 

4,079 

Census 

137 

64 

1881 

4,079 

112 

63 

1882 

4,100 

101 

68 

1883 

4,100 

95 

81 

1884 

4,100 

100 

54 

1885 

4,150 

113 

78 

1886 

4,180 

109 

70 

1887 

4,200 

94 

66 

1888 

4,220 

93 

54 

1889 

4,240 

112 

71 

Average  for  decade  1880-89. 

4,144 

106 

66 

1890 

4,260 

Census 

84 

92 

1891 

4,040 

106 

70 

1892 

4,050 

105 

66 

1893 

4,060 

93 

62 

1894 

4,070 

109 

72 

1895 

4,080 

84 

64 

1896 

4,080 

98 

52 

The  number  of  deaths  this  year  is  the  smallest  annual  number  on  record. 
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TABLE  II. 

Table  showing  the  annual  birth-rate,  rates  of  mortality,  death-rates  among  children, 
and  deaths  in  public  institutions,  during  the  thirteen  years  1883-96  inclusive,  and  the 
average  for  the  decade  1880-89  : — 


Year 

Birth-rate 
per  1000 
of  the 
population. 

Annual  Rate 
of  mortality 
per  1000 
living. 

Deaths  of 
Children  un- 
der 1 year ; 
percentage 
of  total 
deaths. 

Percentage 
of  deaths  of 
Children  un- 
der 1 year 
to  registered 
births. 

Deaths  of 
Children  un- 
der 5 years ; 
percentage 
of  total 
deaths. 

Total  number 
of  deaths  in 
Public 
Institutions. 

1883 

23-1 

19 \7 

16-0 

13-6 

18-5 

4 

1884 

24-3 

13-1 

12-9 

7-0 

18-5 

3 

1885 

27-2 

18-7 

14-1 

9-7 

25-6 

7 

1886 

26-0 

16-7 

15-5 

10-0 

20-0 

1 

1887 

22-3 

15-7 

21:2  • 

■ 1.4-8 

28-7 

3 

1888 

22-0 

12-8 

16-6 

9-6 

22-2 

3 

1889 

26-4 

16-7 

15-4 

9-8 

16-9 

1 

Mean  for 
decade 
1880-89. 

25-6 

16-0 

15-0 

9-6 

21-2 

2-9 

1890 

19-7 

21-5 

11-9 

13-0 

15.2 

3 

1891 

26-2 

17-3 

11-4 

7-5 

14-2 

1 

1892 

25-9 

16-2 

21-2 

13-3 

24-2 

10 

1893 

22-9 

15-2 

17-7 

11-8 

27-4 

1 

1894 

26-7 

17-6 

16-6 

11-0 

23-6 

3 

1895 

20-5 

15-6 

15-6 

11-9 

18-7 

4 

1896 

240 

12-7 

76 

40 

11-5 

2 

The  birth-rate,  though  higher  than  that  of  last  year,  is  a trifle  below  the  average  for 
the  past  sixteen  years.  The  general  death-rate  is  the  lowest  upon  record,  and  is 
3-7  below  the  mean  for  the  same  period.  The  infant  mortality  and  the  percentage  to  the 
total  deaths  of  deaths  of  children  under  one  and  under  five  years  are  all  the  lowest  ever 
recorded.  Among  persons  aged  60  years  and  upwards  there  were  27  deaths,  or  a 
percentage  to  total  deaths  of  53  *9. 

Mean  Age  at  Death. — The  mean  age  at  death  this  year  is  50-6  (48-0  for  males 
and  53T  for  females). 


TABLE  III. 

Table  showing  number  of  deaths  certified  by  registered  medical  practitioners, 
uncertified  deaths,  and  inquests,  with  their  percentage  to  total  deaths,  during  1896  : — 


Deaths. 

Percentage  of 
Total  Deaths. 

Sedbergh. 

Dent. 

Garsdale. 

189t>. 

Certified 

28 

15 

5 

92-3 

Uncertified  

1 

2 

5-7 

Inquests 

1 

1-9 

7 


UNCERTIFIED  DEATHS  IN  1896. 


Locality. 

Sex. 

Age. 

Cause  Assigned. 

Burnt  Mill,  Sedbergh 

F 

10 

Unknown. 

West  Rackenthwaite,  Garsdale.  . 

M 

62 

Natural  Causes. 

Banks,  Garsdale 

M 

45 

Heart  Disease. 

In  the  first  of  these  no  inquest  appears  to  have  been  held. 


TABLE  IV. 


Table  showing  the  mortality  from  certain  classes  of  diseases,  and  proportions  to 
population  and  to  1000  deaths,  for  1896. 


Total  Deaths. 

Deaths  per  1000 
of 

Population. 

Proportion  of 
deaths  to  1000 
deaths. 

1.  Seven  Principal  Zymotic  Diseases  . . 

1 

0-2 

19-2 

2.  Pulmonary  Diseases  (other  than  ) 
Phthisis)  ) 

5 

1-2 

96-1 

3.  Tubercular  Diseases 

10 

2-4 

192 

4.  Wasting  Diseases  of  Infants  

2 

0-4 

38-4 

5.  Convulsive  Diseases  of  Infants  . . . . 

1 

0-2 

19-2 

NOTES. 


1.  Includes  Smallpox,  Measles,  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough,  Fever, 
Diarrhoea,  and  Dysentery. 

3.  Includes  Phthisis,  Scrofula,  Rickets,  and  Tabes. 

4.  Includes  Marasmus,  Atrophy,  Debility,  Want  of  Breast-milk,  and  Premature 
Birth. 

5.  Includes  Hydrocephalus,  Infant  Meningitis,  Convulsions,  and  Teething. 

Among  the  deaths  under  the  above  classes  of  disease  by  much  the  largest  proportion  is 
due  to  tubercular  diseases,  from  which  nearly  one-fifth  of  the  total  deaths  are  due  this 
year.  The  number  recorded  is  the  largest  annual  number  on  record  for  this  District  . 

TABLE  V. 


Table  showing  the  number  of  deaths  from  the  seven  principal  Zymotic  Diseases 
during  the  three  years  1894,  1895,  1896: — 


Disease. 

Total  Deaths. 

Proportion  of  deaths  to 

1000  deaths. 

1894 

1895 

1896 

1894 

1895 

1896 

Smallpox 

Measles  

Scarlet  Fever  

Diphtheria  

Whooping  Cough  

Fever  

Diarrhoea 

1 

1 

1 

13-8 

15-6 

19-2 

Totals 

1 

1 

1 

138 

156 

192 
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Only  one  death  was  returned  under  this  head,  which  is  equivalent  to  a zymotic  rate 
of  0-2  per  1000  living.  Seventeen  certificates  under  the  Infectious  Diseases  (Notification) 
Act,  1889,  were  received  during  the  year,  as  compared  with  36  last  year,  and  six  in  1894. 
Of  these,  13  were  cases  of  scarlatina. 

Scarlatina. — Three  cases  occurred  at  one  of  the  school-houses  in  March  among  the 
boarders  at  the  Grammar  School,  and  these  were  isolated  in  the  sanatorium.  Four  cases 
were  reported  in  one  family  in  Dent  in  March.  There  was  no  clue  to  the  origin  of  these 
cases.  Precautions  were  taken,  and  the  disease  did  not  spread.  A single  case  occurred 
in  the  town  of  Sedbergh  in  September.  In  November,  three  cases  were  notified  from 
Dent,  one  in  the  village  and  two  in  an  isolated  house  some  distance  out  of  Dent.  One  of 
the  latter,  a girl  of  10,  died.  All  three  were  attending  the  Dent  National  School  previous 
to  their  illness,  and  I found  that  there  was  a prevalence  of  sore  throat  among  the  scholars, 
and  recommended  that  the  school  should  be  closed  until  after  the  Christmas  holidays.  In 
December,  a single  case  was  reported  in  the  town  of  Sedbergh,  followed  by  one  case  at 
Millthrop,  both  scholars  at  the  British  School.  The  origin  of  these  cases  could  not  be 
traced.  Every  precaution  was  taken,  and  there  were  no  further  cases  reported. 

Typhoid  Fever. — A single  case  was  notified  in  May  at  the  Old  Yicarage,  Sedbergh. 
The  drainage  here  was  not  satisfactory,  but  the  house  was  just  about  to  be  altered  and 
enlarged  and  the  drains  relaid. 

Erysipelas.— -One  death  was  returned  from  erysipelas  in  a boy  of  11,  at  Dent  in 
January.  Three  other  cases  were  notified,  two  in  Sedbergh  and  one  in  Garsdale.  All  were 
females  and  adults. 


TABLE  VI. 

Table  showing  the  population,  births,  deaths,  birth-rates,  death-rates,  and  percentages 
of  deaths,  at  certain  ages  and  for  certain  diseases,  in  each  township  of  the  District  during 
1896:  — 


Township. 

Population. 

Births. 

Deaths. 

Annual  Rate 
per  1000  living'. 

rH 

(D 

Percentage  of  deaths  under  1 
year  to  registered  births. 

Percentage  of  deaths  under  5 
years  to  total  deaths. 

Percentage  of  deaths  of  per- 
sons aged  60  and  upwards 
to  total  deaths. 

Percentage  of  deaths 
to  total  deaths. 

Births. 

Deaths. 

Deaths  from  7 principal 
Zymotic  Diseases. 

Percentage  of  deaths  line 
year  to  total  deaths. 

From  Violence. 

Phthisis. 

Bronchitis,  Pneumonia, 
Pleurisy. 

Heart  Disease. 

Sedbergh  

2398 

60 

30 

1 

25-0  12-5 

10-0 

5-0 

16-6 

53-3 

16-6 

10-0 

16-6 

Deut  

1145 

27 

15 

23-5 

13-1 

0-8 

6-6 

3-7 

6-6 

53-3 

13-3 

13-3 

6-6 

Garsdale 

537 

11 

7 

20-4  1 3'0 

42-8 

28-5 

28-5 

Sedbergh  Rural  ) 
Sanitary  District  \ 

4080 

98 

52 

240  12-7 

1 

0*2 

7-6 

4-0 

11-5 

51-9  ... 

1 

17-3 

9-6 

15-3 

Sedbergh  township  has  the  highest  birth-rate  and  the  lowest  death-rate,  while  the 
percentage  to  total  deaths  of  deaths  over  60  years  is  equal  to  that  of  Dent. 
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TABLE  VII. 

Inspector’s  Repobt  of  the  Sanitary  Work,  &c.,  completed  in  the  year  ending 


December  31st,  1896. 


Sedbergh. 

Dent. 

Garsdale. 

Total. 

No.  of  Complaints  received 

8 . . 

2 

0 . . 

10 

No.  of  Houses  built  during  the  year 

3 . . 

0 

0 . . 

3 

No.  of  Houses,  Premises,  &c.,  inspected  

. 68  . . 

21 

8 

97 

House  Drains  Repaired,  Cleansed,  &c 

5 . . 

0 

0 . . 

5 

House  Drains  Trapped  and  Ventilated  

4 . . 

0 

0 . . 

4 

Privies  and  Water  Closets  Repaired,  Cleansed,  &c.  . 

4 . . 

1 

1 . . 

6 

Closets  supplied  with  Water  . . 

4 . . 

0 

0 . . 

4 

Water  Closets  provided  

4 . . 

0 

0 . . 

4 

Privies  provided  

2 . . 

0 

1 . . 

3 

Water  Supply,  Houses  provided  with  

1 . . 

0 

0 . . 

1 

Ashpits,  new  provided 

1 . . 

0 

0 . . 

1 

,,  Repaired,  Covered,  See 

6 . . 

2 

1 . . 

9 

No.  of  Ashpits  ordered  to  be  emptied 

8 . . 

14 

0 . . 

22 

Removal  of  Accumulation  of  Dung,  Stagnant 

3 •• 

1 

0 . . 

Water,  Animal  and  other  Refuse  

4 

Filthy  Houses  ordered  to  be  cleansed 

1 . . 

0 

1 . . 

2 

Samples  taken  under  “ Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act 

” 3 (milk) 

0 

0 . . 

3 

Houses  Disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease 

2 . . 

1 

0 . . 

3 

Schools  ,,  ,,  ,,  

0 . . 

1 

0 

1 

Slaughter  Houses  Inspected  

3 . . 

2 

0 . . 

5 

Bakehouses  Inspected 

4 . . 

0 

0 . . 

4 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds  Inspected 

7 . . 

3 

0 . . 

10 

Premises  Examined  under  Factory  and  Workshop 
Act”  

! 3 •• 

0 

0 . . 

3 

J.  COOK,  until  June  30th,  1 _ J . _ T . 

; Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 

JOHN  PUNCH,  from  September  28th,  ' 

Common  Lodging-houses,  Slaughter-houses,  &c. — There  is  at  present  no  Common 
Lodging-house  in  the  District.  The  Slaughter-houses,  which  are  fairly  well  kept,  are  not 
registered,  and  the  Council  is  without  byelaws  for  their  proper  regulation.  There  are  10 
Dairies  and  Cow- sheds  entered  on  the  register.  These  are  fairly  kept,  but  no  regulations 
with  respect  to  them  have  yet  been  made.  No  instance  of  over-croivding  was  reported, 
nor  has  to  my  knowledge  any  unsound  meat  been  exposed  for  sale.  There  are  no  noxious 
trades.  No  Legal  Proceedings  have  been  taken. 


The  matters  requiring  the  attention  of  the  Council  are  : — 

1.  — The  extension  of  the  Public  Water  Supply,  if  thought  advisable,  to  the  hamlet  of 

Millthrop. 

2.  — The  carrying  out  of  the  recommendations  contained  in  the  special  report  upon  Dent. 

3.  — To  consider  the  undertaking  by  the  Sanitary  Authority,  or  by  contract  under  the 

Sanitary  Authority,  of  the  regular  and  proper  removal  of  night-soil  and  ashpit 
refuse  in  the  town  of  Sedbergh. 

4.  — To  make  application  for  Urban  Powers  under  Sections  157  and  158,  and  under  Sections 

169  (paragraphs  2 and  3)  and  170  of  the  “Public  Health  Act,  1875”;  and  to 
adopt  some  form  of  regulations  under  the  “Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops 
Order,  1886,”  and  enforce  the  same. 

FRANCIS  E.  ATKINSON,  L.R.C.P.  ^London),  M.R.C.S., 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

The  Sedbergh  Rural  District  Council. 

February,  1897. 
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SETTLE 


RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  the  Year  1896. 


Area,  151,942  acres ; Rateable  Value  (1896),  ,£131,032  ; Inhabited  Houses 
(1871),  2,977  ; (1881),  2,854;  (1891),  2,873  ; Population  enumerated 
(1871),  15,134;  (1881),  13,800;  (1891),  14,071  ; Estimated  (1896), 
14,220. 


Inspection  of  District. — All  parts  of  this  district  have  during  the  past  year  been 
visited  and  inspected  with  more  or  less  frequency,  as  circumstances  required,  by  myself 
and  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances,  and  special  visits  have  been  made  in  connection  with  out- 
breaks of  infectious  disease.  A house  to  house  survey  of  the  town  of  Ingleton  has  been 
completed  during  the  year. 

Sanitary  Condition  and  Progress — Water  Supply. — Schemes  of  public  water  supply 
have  during  recent  years  been  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary  Authority  for  Settle,  Giggles- 
wick,  and  Stackhouse,  Ingleton,  and  High  and  Low  Bentham.  The  villages  of  Long- 
preston  and  Burton-in-Lonsdale  have  been  supplied  by  private  companies.  At  Clapham, 
the  village  is  supplied  from  the  lake  by  the  principal  owner  of  property.  The  hamlets  of 
Hanlitb,  Halton  West,  Litton,  Halton  Gill,  and  Foxup  have  water  piped  into  the  houses. 
At  Langcliffe  and  Stainforth  the  supply  is  piped  to  watering  places  in  the  village,  from 
which  it  is  fetched  by  the  inhabitants.  Arncliffe,  Scostlirop,  and  Kirkby  Malham  have 
village  pumps.  Other  places  in  the  district  are  dependent  for  their  water  supply  upon 
springs,  wells,  and  running  streams. 

At  Settle,  the  question  of  the  augmentation  of  the  water  supply  is  still  in  abeyance. 
Correspondence  has  still  continued  with  respect  to  the  purchase  of  the  water-rights  in 
Stockdale,  but  the  terms  suggested  are  not  considered  satisfactory  by  the  District  Council. 
In  Upper  Settle  a number  of  houses  are  supplied  direct  from  the  collecting-well  before 
entering  the  reservoir.  Complaint  has  been  made  by  those  using  water  from  this  source 
of  the  large  quantity  of  sand  and  grit  brought  down  into  the  pipes  in  consequence  of  the 
absence  of  any  screen  or  filter.  This  matter  should  receive  attention. 

Shortness  of  supply  was  again  threatened  this  year,  but  was  of  short  duration,  and 
was  prevented  by  the  turning  off  of  the  water  during  the  night  from  July  5th  to  August 
1st,  and  from  August  11th  to  September  12th  between  the  hours  of  11-30  p.m.  and 
5-30  a.m.  In  connection  with  this  supply  the  following  extensions  of  water  mains  have 
been  laid  : — 29  yards  of  2-inch  main  to  Craven  Cottages  ; 100  yards  to  North  Field  ; and 
320  yards  of  3-inch  main  from  The  Terrace  to  near  Ingfield,  connecting  two  previous 
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dead  ends.  Last  year  I recommended  that  the  Ratten  Row  Pump  at  Long  Preston, 
supplying  12  houses,  should  be  closed.  This  was  not  done,  but  the  owners  of  property 
were  communicated  with,  requesting  them  to  obtain  water  from  another  source,  but  no 
further  steps  have  been  taken,  and  the  well  remains  in  use. 

No  further  steps  have  been  taken  to  provide  a supply  for  the  hamlets  of  Higher  and 
Lower  Westhouse. 

In  connection  with  Newby  Water  Supply  the  plans  for  this  scheme  were  forwarded 
to  the  Local  Government  Board  in  July,  and  an  Inquiry  was  held  by  R.  H.  Bicknell, 
Esq.,  M.I.C.E.,  on  December  16th,  into  an  application  for  sanction  to  a loan  of  £235  for 
this  purpose.  Suggestions  were  made  at  the  time  which  increased  this  amount  by  £50, 
and  the  amendments  have  since  been  sent  up  to  the  Local  Government  Board. 

At  Langcliffe  complaints  were  received  from  the  Langcliffe  Parish  Council  of  the 
inadequacy  of  the  present  supply,  viz.,  the  fountain  in  the  centre  of  the  village  from 
which  water  has  at  present  to  be  fetched,  and  which  is  beyond  a reasonable  distance  in 
most  instances.  The  District  Council  instructed  Mr.  Preston,  C.E.,  of  Bradford,  to 
report  upon  the  existing  supply,  and  on  the  best  means  of  providing  a proper  scheme. 
He  submitted  a scheme  in  June  last  to  bring  water  from  Cowside  Spring,  conveying  it 
round  by  Stainforth,  which  village  will  also  be  supplied  en  route  if  considered  necessary, 
the  estimate  amounting  to  £1,400,  exclusive  of  any  rights  or  easements.  Subsequently 
an  amended  scheme  was  submitted  to  bring  the  water  over  by  “ Winskill,”  omitting 
Stainforth,  at  a cost  of  £1,110.  The  question  is  still  being  considered. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage. — This  Authority  has  during  recent  years  carried  out 
complete  schemes  of  sewerage  for  Settle,  Giggleswick,  Langcliffe  and  Stackhouse, 
Ingleton,  High  and  Low  Bentham,  and  Hellifield,  and  the  sewage  is  in  each  case  dealt 
with  by  irrigation.  In  places  where  a system  of  sewerage  has  not  been  carried  out,  the 
rubble  highway  drains  are  used  as  sewers,  and  these  empty  into  the  nearest  watercourse. 
The  private  drainage  is  also  of  rubble,  except  in  the  case  of  recent  erection,  and  where 
the  drainage  of  old  property  has  been  altered. 

In  connection  with  the  Settle  scheme,  an  extension  has  been  laid  this  year  consisting 
of  175  yards  of  9-inch  sewer  for  property  at  Halsteads.  In  November  a complaint  was 
made  by  the  County  Council  respecting  the  unsatisfactory  state  of  the  Settle  sewerage 
works.  Mr.  Foxcroft  had  previously  reported  to  the  District  Council  upon  the  unsatis- 
factory condition  of  certain  lengths  of  sewer  in  Settle,  and  was  further  instructed  to 
prepare  a special  report  upon  the  grounds  of  the  complaint.  This  was  presented  in 
December,  and  the  matter  referred  to  the  Local  Committee.  In  connection  with  the 
High  Bentham  scheme,  an  extension  of  65  yards  of  9-inch  sewer  has  been  carried  out  for 
new  property  on  the  Grove  Hill  Estate. 

At  Hellifield  a further  extension  of  28  yards  of  9-inch  pipe  sewer  was  laid  this  year 
to  new  property. 

4 

At  Long  Preston  a Local  Government  Board  Inquiry  was  held  on  February  19th, 
under  Col.  Luard,  R.E.,  into  an  application  for  sanction  to  borrow  £3,148  for  sewerage 
and  sewage  disposal  works  for  the  village  of  Longpreston.  Subsequent  to  this  the  Local 
Government  Board  suggested  certain  modifications  of  the  scheme,  and  Mr.  R.  Armistead, 
of  Bingley,  the  engineer,  submitted  corrected  scheme  and  estimates  to  the  District 
Council  in  October,  and  these  were  again  forwarded  to  the  Local  Government  Board 
with  application  for  a further  loan  of  £150.  No  further  communication  has  been 
received  from  the  Board. 
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Plans  prepared  by  Mr.  R.  Armistead,  C.E.,  of  Bingley,  for  the  scheme  for  the 
sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  for  the  village  of  Clapham,  were  sent  up  to  the  Local 
Government  Board,  and  an  Inquiry  was  held  by  R.  H.  Bicknell,  Esq.,  into  an  application 
for  sanction  to  borrow  £1,800  for  this  purpose  on  December  16th  last.  Suggestions  were 
made  as  to  the  modification  of  this  scheme,  and  these  have  been  complied  with,  and 
sanction  to  proceed  with  the  work  is  awaited. 

Plans  prepared  for  a scheme  of  sewerage  for  the  hamlet  of  Newby  were  forwarded  in 
July  last  to  the  Local  Government  Board,  and  an  Inquiry  was  held  by  R.  H.  Bicknell, 
Esq.,  M.I.C.E.,  on  December  16th  last,  into  an  application  for  sanction  to  borrow  £290 
for  the  work.  Sanction  has  not  yet  been  received. 

Plans  prepared  by  Mr.  R.  B.  Broster,  of  Keighley,  for  the  proper  sewerage  and  sewage 
disposal  for  the  village  of  Stainforth,  were  submitted  to  the  Local  Government  Board 
towards  the  end  of  last  year,  and  an  Inquiry  was  held  on  May  19th  by  Rienzi  Walton, 
Esq.,  M.I.C.E.,  into  an  application  for  sanction  to  borrow  £1,300  for  this  purpose. 
Sanction  was  received  on  July  14th.  The  contract  for  the  work  was  let  on  August  25th, 
to  Mr.  Robert  Wood,  of  Bingley,  and  satisfactory  progress  has  been  made.  The  work  was 
commenced  about  the  21st  of  September,  and  I have  to  thank  the  Engineer  for  the 
following  details  of  the  work  done  : — 


Locality. 

Pipes  laid 
in 

Yards. 

Size 

of 

Pipes. 

Manholes. 

Lamp- 

holes. 

From  Manhole  on  the  N.E.  of  Settle  and  Carlisle 
Railway,  and  adjoining  Stainforth  Beck  across 
field  to  the  highway  from  Horton,  along  same 
to  point  near  Vicarage  Gate,  thence  in  a N. 
direction  to  a point  near  Mr.  Perfect’s  house 

326^ 

9" 

4 

2 

From  a Manhole  between  the  Vicarage  and  Mr. 
Perfect’s  up  road  leading  into  Goat  Lane  ... 

1331 

9" 

2 

1 

From  Manhole  near  Vicarage  towards  Stainforth 
Bridge 

31 

9" 



1 

From  Manhole  near  railway  across  Beck  and  field 
belonging  to  Mrs.  Stackhouse  to  highway 
leading  to  Settle,  along  same  to  Manhole 
near  Post  Office,  thence  along  Road  leading 
to  Goat  Scar  Lane 

283 

9" 

5 

2 

Totals 

773f 

9" 

ii 

6 

At  Burton-in-Lonsdale  difficulties  were  experienced  last  year  in  acquiring  a suitable 
site  for  the  sewage  disposal  for  this  village.  The  repeated  refusal  of  the  owners  to  sell 
has  led  to  the  application  in  December  to  the  Local  Government  Board  for  a Provisional 
Order  for  the  compulsory  purchase  of  a field  of  2 acres  3 roods,  called  “ Parks  Bottom.” 
The  date  of  the  Inquiry  is  not  yet  fixed. 
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Excrement  and  Refuse  Disposal. — The  common  privy-midden  is  the  method  of 
excrement  disposal  mostly  in  use  throughout  the  district.  In  those  places  where  sewers 
have  been  provided,  water-closets  have  in  many  instances  been  substituted.  There  are  a 
few  ash-closets  and  privies  furnished  with  movable  receptacles.  All  new  privies  are  con- 
structed in  accordance  with  the  bye-laws  in  force.  The  Sanitary  Authority  does  not 
undertake  the  removal  of  refuse  in  any  part  of  the  district ; this  is  dependent  upon  the 
tenants,  and  is  fairly  well  done.  Difficulty  is  at  times  experienced  in  getting  rid  of  the 
refuse.  Public  tips  for  dry  ashes  and  rubbish  were  provided  in  1893  at  High  and  Low 
Bentham.  In  connection  with  the  house  to  house  survey  of  Ingleton  this  year,  steps  are 
being  taken  to  reduce  the  number  of  existing  privies,  and  to  substitute  water-closets.  I 
recommended  that  the  District  Council  should  undertake  the  removal  of  ashpit  refuse  at 
Ingleton.  The  question  was  referred  to  the  Local  Committee,  who  thought  it  un- 
necessary. A public  tip  was  provided  for  Ingleton  on  the  Common,  but  owing  to  the 
difficulty  of  getting  people  to  make  use  of  it,  a tip  has  been  provided  at  “ Fallen  Brow.” 
This  site,  however,  cannot  be  considered  satisfactory,  and  a more  suitable  place  should 
be  selected.  At  Long  Preston,  the  old  tip  by  the  beck  side  is  still  in  use. 

Bye-laws  and  Urban  Powers. — This  Authority  possesses  Urban  powers  under 
Section  39  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  for  Bentham,  Ingleton,  Longpreston,  and 
Settle ; under  Sections  42  and  45  for  Bentham,  Ingleton,  Longpreston,  Settle,  Giggles- 
wick,  Langcliffe,  Burton-in-Lonsdale,  and  Hellifield  ; under  Sections  157  and  158  for 
Bentham,  Ingleton,  Longpreston.  Settle,  Giggleswick,  Langcliffe,  Burton-in-Lonsdale, 
and  Hellifield  ; and  under  Sections  169  (paragraphs  2 and  3)  and  170  for  Bentham, 
Ingleton,  Longpreston,  Settle,  Giggleswick,  Burton-in-Lonsdale,  Thornton-in-Lonsdale, 
Clapliam-cum-Newby,  Austwick,  and  Stainforth.  The  Authority  has  also  adopted  a 
code  of  bye-laws  in  accordance  with  the  Models  with  respect  to  “ Slaughter-houses,” 
“ New  Streets  and  Buildings,”  and  with  respect  to  the  “ Management  of  a Cemetery  ” 
for  Ingleton.  They  adopted  the  Model  Bye-Laws  with  respect  to  Common  Lodging- 
houses,  and  these  were  allowed  in  1888.  In  1891  an  Order  was  obtained  putting  in  force 
the  provisions  of  Section  49  of  the  Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment)  Act,  1890,  within 
the  contributory  places  of  Bentham,  Giggleswick,  Ingleton,  and  Settle.  A series  of 
Regulations  under  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops  Order,  1886,  was  adopted  by 
the  Authority,  and  came  into  force  on  January  1st,  1890.  No  appointment  has  yet  been 
made  of  an  Inspector  under  this  Order.  Application  was  made  in  May  of  last  year  for 
Urban  Powers  under  Sec.  44,  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  so  far  as  it  applies  to  the  pre- 
vention of  the  keeping  of  animals  on  any  premises  so  as  to  be  injurious  to  health,  and 
these  were  granted,  but  the  question  of  framing  the  bye-laws  has  been  deferred. 

River  Pollution. — During  the  year  several  complaints  were  made  by  the  West 
Riding  Rivers’  Board  as  to  river  pollution  caused  by  the  unsatisfactory  treatment  of  the 
sewage  upon  the  sewage  farms  of  Ingleton  and  High  and  Low  Bentham.  This  is  partly 
due  to  the  inattention  on  the  part  of  the  tenants  of  the  farms.  A suggestion  was  made 
at  the  Clapliam  Inquiry  by  Dr.  Wilson,  of  the  Rivers’  Board,  that  the  District  Council 
should  appoint  one  man  to  personally  superintend  the  working  of  all  the  sewage  farms 
in  the  district.  The  District  Council  did  not  see  its  way  to  fall  in  with  the  suggestion. 
Complaints  were  also  made  of  the  deposit  of  ashpit  refuse  in  the  stream  at  Bog  Bridge, 
Burton-in-Lonsdale,  and  at  the  Locks,  Langcliffe.  Further  ashpit  accommodation  has 
been  provided  at  both  places,  and  a notice-board  put  up  at  Bog  Bridge.  A prosecution 
was  undertaken  by  the  Rivers’  Board  in  April  last  against  depositing  solid  refuse,  con- 
sisting of  excavations,  into  the  River  Ribble  near  the  gas  works  at  Settle,  but  the 
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magistrates  dismissed  the  case  under  the  provision  of  section  6,  sub-sec.  2,  of  the  West 
Biding  of  Yorkshire  Eivers’  Act,  1894. 

Infectious  Hospital  at  Giggleswick. — At  the  close  of  last  year  this  hospital  was 
occupied  by  cases  of  scarlatina  from  Long  Preston,  and  remained  open  for  Long  Preston 
and  Hellifield  cases  until  the  beginning  of  May.  In  May  it  was  re-opened  for  two  cases 
of  typhus  fever  from  High  Bentham,  the  last  of  which  was  discharged  on  June  10th. 
In  the  middle  of  November  it  was  re-opened  for  cases  of  scarlatina  from  Settle,  and 
remained  occupied  up  to  the  end  of  the  year.  It  was  used  this  year  for  the  isolation  of 
25  cases  of  scarlatina  and  two  of  typhus. 


A.  Bentham  Sub-District — Area,  46,296  acres;  population  (1871)  6,554,  (1881) 
5,458,  (1891)  5,437 ; includes  the  townships  of  Thornton-in-Lonsdale,  Burton-in-Lons- 
dale,  Bentham,  Ingleton,  and  Clapham-cum-Newby. 


Year. 

Births  registered. 

Birth-rate. 

Deaths  of  Children  under 

1 year  of  age. 

Deaths  of  Children  under 

1 year.  Percentage  of 
registered  births. 

Deaths  at  all  ages. 

Death-rate. 

Deaths  over  60  years  of 
age. 

Smallpox. 

Measles. 

Scarlatina. 

Diphtheria. 

Whooping  Cough. 

Fever.  i 

Diarrhoea. 

Nuisances  abated  during 

year.  j 

1885 

164 

29-0 

16 

9-7 

97 

17-1 

42 

8 

1 

2 

192 

1886 

190 

33-3 

27 

14-2 

95 

16-6 

28 

4 

. . . 

i 

150 

1887 

182 

81-6 

8 

4-3 

75 

13-0 

31 

51 

Average 
for  Decade 
1878-87. 

181 

30-7 

19 

10-5 

91 

15-5 

33 

1-5 

0-9 

0-9 

0-9 

0-8 

1888 

175 

301 

24 

13-7 

95 

16-3 

38 

. . . 

1 

1 

1 

2 

71 

1889 

159 

27-2 

19 

11-9 

95 

16-2 

29 

. . • 

. . . 

2 

1 

1 

94 

1890 

155 

26-3 

18 

11-6 

98 

16-6 

41 

3 

3 

. . • 

97 

1891 

157 

28-8 

15 

9-5 

97 

17-8 

42 

1 

1 

M.  Grp. 

2 

1 

111 

1892 

141 

25-8 

29 

20-5 

99 

18-1 

34 

l 

2 Crp. 

2 

1 

68 

1893 

165 

30-2 

23 

13-9 

91 

16-6 

34 

1 

3 

1 

42 

1894 

146 

26-7 

19 

13-0 

86 

15-7 

32 

1 

2 

1 

1 

. . . 

120 

1895 

126 

23-0 

17 

13-4 

91 

16-6 

34 

2 

3 

37 

1896 

142 

25  8 

15 

105 

76 

138 

35 

... 

4 

56 

The  birth-rate  in  this  sub-district,  though  higher  than  that  of  last  year,  is  3-2  below 
the  mean  for  the  past  18  years.  The  death-rate  is  lower  than  in  any  year  except  1887. 
Of  the  four  deaths  from  “ Fever,”  three  were  due  to  typhus  fever,  two  of  which  were 
registered  as  due  to  influenza  at  High  Bentham,  and  one  was  removed  thence  to  the 
Giggleswick  Hospital  and  died  there.  The  other  death  was  due  to  typhoid  fever  an  d 
occurred  at  Clapham  in  March. 
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B.  Settle  Sub-District. — Area,  49,018  acres;  population  (1871)5,982,(1881)  5,598, 
(1891)  5,763 ; includes  the  townships  of  Austwick,  Lawkland,  Horton-in-Ribblesdale, 
Langcliffe,  Stainforth,  Settle,  Giggleswick,  and  Rathmell. 


The  birth-rate  and  death-rate  are  each  the  lowest  upon  record  in  this  sub-district. 
The  death  from  diphtheria  occurred  at  Horton  in  January. 

C.  Longpreston  Sub-District. — Area,  16.297  acres  ; population  (1871)  1,372,  (1881) 
1,620,  (1891)  1,798;  includes  the  townships  of  Tosside,  Wigglesworth,  Longpreston, 
Hellifield,  West  Halton,  Swinden,  and  Nappa. 


years  1892  and  1893. 
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D.  Kirkby  Malham  Sub-District. — Area,  22,828  acres  ; population  (1871)  878,  (1881) 
762,  (1891)  758  ; includes  the  townships  of  Otterburn,  Airton,  Scosthrop,  Kirkby 
Malham,  Hanlith,  Malham,  and  Malham  Moor. 


0) 

qj  O 

o 

SD 

a 

Year. 

Births  registered. 

Birth-rate. 

Deaths  of  Children  unc 
1 year  of  age. 

Deaths  of  Children  unc 
1 year.  Percentage 
registered  births. 

Deaths  at  all  ages. 

Death-rate. 

Deaths  over  60  years 

age. 

Smallpox. 

Measles. 

Scarlatina. 

Diphtheria. 

Whooping  Cough. 

Fever. 

Diarrhoea. 

Nuisances  abated  duri 

year. 

1885 

24 

29-7 

2 

8-3 

5 

6-1 

1 

8 

1886 

19 

22-9 

10 

12-0 

4 

11 

1887 

21 

24-7 

1 

4-7 

11 

12-9 

4 

.. 

... 

1 

8 

Average 
for  Decade 

19 

23-5 

1-9 

9-4 

12 

15-5 

4-9 

0-2 

0-8 

1878-87. 

1888 

19 

21-9 

4 

21-0 

14 

16-1 

6 

... 

2 

1889 

12 

13-6 

4 

4-5 

2 

4 

1890 

23 

25-7 

1 

4-3 

12 

13-4 

6 

5 

1891 

24 

31-8 

2 

8-3 

17 

22-5 

8 

22 

1892 

9 

11-9 

2 

22-2 

14 

18-5 

5 

1 

. . . 

11 

1893 

22 

28-9 

4 

18-1 

12 

15-7 

4 

6 

1894 

12 

15-6 

2 

16-6 

10 

13-0 

4 

5 

1895 

14 

18-1 

5 

35-7 

11 

14-2 

3 

1 

6 

1896 

18  23  2 

1 

55 

15 

193 

8 

...  1 ... 

... 

1 

...  1 6 

The  birth-rate  here  is  above  the  average,  and  the  death-rate  is  the  highest  recorded 


since  the  year  1883.  More  than  half  of  the  deaths,  however,  were  those  of  persons  over 
60.  The  death  from  diphtheria  occurred  at  Hanlith  in  March. 

E.  Arncliffe  Sub- District. — Area,  18,008  acres  ; population  (1871)  348,  (1881)  362, 


(1891)  320  ; includes  the  townships  of  Hawkswick,  Arncliffe,  Litton,  and  Halton  Gill. 


Year. 

Births  registered. 

Birth-rate. 

Deaths  of  Children  under 

1 year  of  age. 

1 Deaths  of  Children  under 

1 year.  Percentage  of 
registered  births. 

Deaths  at  all  ages. 

Death-rate. 

Deaths  over  60  years  of 
age. 

Smallpox. 

Measles. 

Scarlatina. 

Diphtheria. 

Whooping  Cough. 

Fever. 

Diarrhoea. 

Nuisances  abated  during 
year. 

1885 

5 

12-7 

1 

20-0 

10 

25-5 

5 

1 

1886 

11 

27-3 

. . . 

3 

7-4 

8 

... 

... 

1887 

5 

12-1 

4 

9-7 

3 

9 

Average 

for  Decade 

8 

25-1 

0-6 

5-0 

5-4 

13-9 

2-7 

o-l 

0-1 

1878-87. 

1888 

3 

7-1 

1 

33-3 

9 

21-3 

5 

... 

1889 

5 

11-3 

1 

20-0 

6 

13-8 

4 

... 

4 

1890 

3 

6-7 

3 

6-7 

2 

8 

1891 

5 

15-6 

2 

6-2 

• • • 

1892 

5 

15-6 

3 

9-3 

1 

4 

1893 

5 

15-6 

5 

15-6 

5 

5 

1894 

8 

25-0 

1 

3-1 

1 

3 

1895 

7 

21-8 

1 

14-2 

3 

9-3 

1 

1 

8 

1896 

6 

187 

1 

166 

6 

187 

2 

1 

3 

The  birth  and  death  rates  are  the  same  this  year,  the  former  being  1-8  below  the 


average  for  the  past  18  years,  and  the  latter  6-3  above  the  average  for  the  same  period. 
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Births. — The  total  births  registered  were  389  in  number  (185  males  and  154 
females).  This  is  a decrease  of  10  from  last  year,  and  is  equivalent  to  an  annual  birth- 
rate of  23-8  per  1000  living,  as  compared  with  24-5  last  year,  and  24-9  in  1894.  The 
natural  increase  to  the  population  is  152. 

Deaths. — The  total  deaths  returned  were  187  in  number  (96  males  and  91  females), 
including  eight  which  took  place  in  the  Giggleswick  Workhouse,  and  one  in  the  Fever 
Hospital.  This  is  a decrease  of  37  upon  last  year,  and  is  equivalent  to  a death-rate  for 
the  year  of  13-1  per  1U00  living,  as  compared  with  15*7  last  year,  and  15-3  in  1894. 

Ages  at  Death. — Among  children  under  one  year  of  age  there  were  86  deaths,  as 
compared  with  44  and  47  in  the  two  preceding  years.  This  gives  a percentage  to  total 
deaths  of  19-2,  and  an  infant  mortality  of  106  per  cent,  of  registered  births.  Among 
children  under  five  years  there  were  50  deaths,  as  against  66  and  67  in  the  last  two 
years.  This  gives  a percentage  to  total  deaths  of  26-7.  Among  persons  aged  60  years 
and  upwards  there  were  87  deaths,  as  compared  with  91  last  year,  and  86  in  1894.  This 
gives  a percentage  to  total  deaths  of  46-5. 

The  deaths  were  distributed  in  each  quarter  as  follows  : — 


1885  

1st  Quarter. 
74  

2nd  Quarter. 
51  

3rd  Quarter. 
44  

4th  Quarter. 
66 

1886  

67  

57  

40  

50 

1887  

47 

57  

40  

44 

1888  

76  

65  

46  

65 

1889  

67  

52  

59  

64 

1890  

68 

57  

40  

63 

1891  

66 

85  

. ...  50  

61 

1892  

82  

....  64  

37  

36 

1893  

48  

49  

42  

67 

1894  

76  

48  

35  

58 

1895  ...  . 

62  .... 

60  

46  

56 

1896  39  50  38  60 


Dea/ths  in  Public  Institutions  are  included  in  the  above  figures. 


The  following  Tables,  I.  to  VI.,  are,  for  the  sake  of  comparison,  uniform  with  those 
of  previous  years 

TABLE  I. 

Table  showing  the  births,  deaths,  and  marriages  for  the  years  1885-96  inclusive, 
with  the  average  for  the  ten  years,  1878-87  : — 

Year. 

Births. 

Deaths. 

Marriages. 

1885 

385 

235 

108 

1886 

450 

214 

100 

1887 

441 

188 

78 

Average  for 

decade 

428 

231 

93 

1878-87. 

1888 

435 

252 

76 

1889 

378 

242 

77 

1890 

376 

228 

84 

1891 

384 

262 

99 

1892 

363 

219 

94 

1893 

386 

206 

89 

1894 

353 

217 

87 

1895 

349 

224 

81 

1896 

339 

187 

89 

It  will  be  seen 

that  the  number  of  both  births  and  deaths  are  each  the  lowest  annual 

number  on  record. 
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TABLE  II. 

Table  showing  the  annual  birth-rate,  rates  of  mortality,  cleath-rates  among  children, 
and  deaths  in  public  institutions  during  the  twelve  years  1885-96  inclusive,  and  the 
average  for  the  decade  1878-87  : — 


Year. 

Birth-rate 
per  1,000 
of  the 

Population. 

Annual  rate 
of  mortality 
per  1,000 
living. 

Deaths  of 
Children  un- 
der 1 year ; 
percentage 
of  total 
deaths. 

Percentage 
of  deaths  of 
Children  un- 
der 1 year 
to  registered 
births. 

Deaths  of 
Children  un- 
der 5 years  ; 
percentage 
of  total 
deaths. 

Total  number 
of  deaths  in 
Public 
Institutions. 

1885 

26-8 

16-3 

17-4 

10-6 

29-7 

6 

1886 

31-1 

14-7 

17-2 

8-2 

27-1 

8' 

1887 

30-2 

12-8 

12-2 

5-2 

21-8 

8 

Average 
for  Decade 

29-3 

15-8 

18-4 

10-2 

28-1 

9-5 

1878-87 

1888 

29-5 

17-1 

23-8 

13-7 

33-3 

7 

1889 

25-4 

16-2 

16-9 

10-8 

26-4 

14 

1890 

25-1 

15-2 

16-6 

10-1 

25-4 

7 

1891 

27-2 

18-6 

18-3 

12-5 

25-5 

10 

1892 

25-7 

15-5 

21-9 

13-2 

26-0 

4 

1893 

27-3 

14-5 

23-7 

12-6 

32-0 

5 

1894 

24-9 

15-3 

21-5 

13-3 

30-7 

11 

1895 

24-5 

15-7 

19-6 

12-6 

29-4 

10 

1896 

238 

131 

192 

106 

267 

9 

The  birth-rate  for  the  year  is  the  lowest  upon  record,  and  the  general  death-rate  has 
only  been  lower  in  the  year  1887.  The  infant  mortality  is  also  below  the  average.  The 
percentages  to  total  deaths  of  deaths  of  children  under  one  and  under  five  years  are  about 
the  average. 


TABLE  III. 


Table  showing  number  of  deaths  certified  by  registered  medical  practitioners,  un- 
certified deaths,  and  inquests,  with  their  percentage  to  total  deaths,  during  the  years 
1894,  1895,  and  1896. 


Total  Deaths. 

Percentage  of  Total  Deaths. 

1894 

1895 

1896 

1894 

1895 

1896 

Certified  

199 

203 

173 

91-7 

90-6 

92-5 

Uncertified  

12 

12 

3 

5-5 

5-3 

1-6 

Inquests  

6 

9 

11 

2-7 

4-0 

5-8 
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UNCERTIFIED  DEATHS  IN  1896. 


Locality. 

Cause  Assigned. 

Age. 

High  Bentliam 

Tubercular  Meningitis 

16  mos. 

Ingleton 

Convulsions 

2 days. 

Austwick 

Congestion  of  Bowels  and 
Failure  of  Heart. 

82 

It  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  this  is  the  smallest  annual  number  of  uncertified 
deaths  ever  recorded. 


TABLE  IV. 


Table  showing  the  mortality  from  certain  classes  of  diseases,  and  proportions  to 
population  and  to  1000  deaths,  for  1894,  1895,  and  1896. 


Total  Deaths. 

Deaths  per  1,000 
of 

Population. 

Proportion  of 
deaths  to  1,000 
deaths. 

1894 

1895 

1896 

1894 

1895 

1896 

1894 

1895 

1896 

1.  Seven  Principal  Zvmotic  Diseases  

12 

15 

9 

0-8 

1-0 

0-6 

55-2 

66-9 

48-1 

2.  Pulmonary  Diseases  (other  than  Phthisis) 

38 

45 

28 

2-6 

3-1 

1-9 

175 

200 

149 

3.  Tubercular  Diseases  

22 

22 

17 

1-5 

1-5 

1-1 

101 

98-2 

90-9 

4.  Wasting  Diseases  of  Infants 

15 

11 

5 

1-0 

0-7 

0-3 

69-1 

49-1 

26-7 

5.  Convulsive  Diseases  of  Infants  

16 

11 

17 

1-1 

0-7 

1-1 

73-7 

49-1 

90-9 

NOTES. 

1.  Includes  Smallpox,  Measles,  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough,  Fever, 
Diarrhoea,  and  Dysentery. 

3.  Includes  Phthisis,  Scrofula,  Rickets,  and  Tabes. 

4.  Includes  Marasmus,  Atrophy,  Debility,  Want  of  Breast  Milk,  and  Premature 
Birth. 

5.  Includes  Hydrocephalus,  Infantile  Meningitis,  Convulsions,  and  Teething. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  number  of  deaths  under  the  head  of  both  Zymotic  and 
Pulmonary  Diseases  has  largely  decreased,  while  the  only  increase  has  occurred  among 
Convulsive  Diseases  of  Children. 
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TABLE  Y. 


Table  showing  the  number  of  deaths  from  the  seven  principal  Zymotic  Diseases 
in  the  years  1894,  1895,  and  1896,  together  with  the  averages  for  the  period  of  ten  years 
1868-77,  and  1878-87,  and  their  proportion  to  1,000  deaths  : — 


Diseases. 

Annual  Averages  of  10 
years  1868-1877. 

Proportion  of  deaths  to 
1000  deaths  in  lOyears 
1868-1877. 

Annual  Average  of  10 

years  1878-1887. 

Proportion  of  deaths  to 

1000  deaths  in  10  years 

1878-1887. 

1894 

Proportion  of  deaths  to 

1000  deaths  in  1894. 

1895 

Proportion  of  deaths  to 

1000  deaths  in  1895. 

1896 

Proportion  of  deaths  to 

1000  deaths  in  1896. 

Smallpox  

4-4 

14-8 

o-l 

0-4 

2 

9-2 

Measles  

3-5 

11-8 

2-4 

7'2 

2 

9-2 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

10-2 

34-4 

2-1 

8-7 

2 

1 Croup 

9-2 

6 

26-7 

2 

10-6 

Diphtheria  

0-8 

2-8 

0*8 

3-3 

4 

18-4 

1 

4-4 

Whooping  Cough. 

3-9 

12-8 

2-3 

9-6 

2 

9-2 

4 

17-8 

1 

5-3 

Fever 

95 

32-0 

4-0 

16-8 

2 

8-9 

4 

21-3 

Diarrhoea  

4-2 

14-1 

2-1 

8-9 

2 

8-9 

2 

10-6 

Totals 

36-5 

122-8 

13-8 

57-4 

12 

55-2 

15 

66-9 

9 

48-1 

Nine  deaths  were  returned  under  the  head  of  zymotic  disease,  as  compared  with  15 
last  year,  and  12  in  1894.  This  is  equivalent  to  a zymotic  rate  of  06  per  1000  living. 


During  the  year  77  certificates  were  received  under  the  Infectious  Diseases 
(Notification)  Act  1889,  as  compared  with  118  last  year  and  95  in  1894.  To  this  must  be 
added  5 cases  reported  to  be  influenza,  which  proved  to  have  been  cases  of  typhus  fever, 
making  a total  of  82  cases  of  infectious  disease  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health.  Of  the  77  certificates  received,  53  were  those  of  cases  of  scarlatina. 

Scarlatina. — No  death  was  registered  from  this  disease  though  53  cases  were 
notified.  The  principal  outbreaks  occurred  at  Selside  in  January,  Long  Preston  in 
January  and  February,  and  Settle  in  November,  and  I had  to  recommend  the  closing  of 
the  Schools  at  Selside  and  Settle  in  consequence.  The  outbreaks  were,  however,  very 
limited,  owing  to  removal  of  cases  from  Long  Preston  and  Settle  to  the  Fever  Hospital 
as  they  occurred.  The  cases  were  reported  as  follows : — At  Selside,  6 cases  in  January, 
when  the  school  was  closed,  and  4 in  one  house  in  May  ; At  High  Bentham  6 cases  in 
three  houses  in  January  ; at  Low  Bentham,  1 case  in  January,  and  4 cases  in  one  house 
in  August  (in  this  instance  the  infection  was  imported  from  Morecambe)  ; at  Burton-in- 
Lonsdale,  1 case  in  January  ; at  Long  Preston,  4 in  January  and  4 in  February,  of 
which  7 were  removed  to  the  Giggleswick  Hospital,  and  1 well  isolated  at  home  ; at 
Hellifield,  1 in  February  and  2 in  March,  all  removed  to  the  Hospital  ; at  Horton,  1 each 
in  February  and  June  ; single  cases  at  Nappa  in  February,  Ingleton  Fells  and  Ingleton 
in  May,  Pdbblehead  in  June,  Eldroth  in  August,  and  4 cases  in  one  house  in  Keasden  in 
August.  The  outbreak  occurred  in  Settle  in  November,  consisting  of  8 cases  in  five 
houses,  in  which  instance  the  disease  was  distinctly  imported  from  Accrington.  As  soon 
as  discovered,  all  the  cases  were  removed  to  the  Hospital,  and  further  spread  of  the 
disease  thereby  stopped. 
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Diphtheria. — Two  deaths  were  returned  from  diphtheria,  and  in  all  nine  cases  were 
notified.  The  first  case  occurred  at  the  Schoolliouse,  Malham  Tarn,  in  a girl  of  4 in 
January.  Here  the  disease  was  imported  from  Egremont.  The  school  was  kept  closed, 
all  precautions  taken,  the  case  made  a good  recovery,  and  there  was  no  spread  of  the 
disease.  The  next  outbreak  took  place  at  a house  in  Horton-in-Ribblesdale  at  the  end  of 
January,  where  four  children  were  attacked,  twins  boy  and  girl  aged  8,  and  two  boys 
aged  4 and  3 years  respectively.  The  girl  aged  8 died  after  four  days’  illness.  Upon 
examining  the  premises  we  found  that  the  waste  pipe  from  the  slopstone  was  wanting, 
and  all  slops  had  been  soaking  down  the  wall  into  the  foundations  of  the  house  for  some 
time.  This  condition  was  remedied.  Two  other  cases  occurred  in  another  house  in 
Horton  at  the  same  time.  The  infection  was  apparently  derived  from  the  first  house, 
and  here  also  the  slopstone  drainage  was  defective.  The  two  cases  were  children  of  4 
years  and  6 months  respectively,  in  the  infant  being  “ conjunctival.” 

In  March  and  April  two  cases  were  reported  in  one  house  at  Hanlith  in  boys  of  6 
and  7 years,  the  former  of  which  terminated  fatally.  There  was  no  clue  to  the  origin  of 
the  disease.  Of  the  nine  cases  5 were  males  and  4 females,  five  were  under  and  four 
over  5 years  of  age. 

Membranous  Croup. — A single  case  was  notified  as  membranous  croup  in  a girl  of 
5 years  at  Middle  Birks,  Iveasden,  in  April.  The  child  was  on  a visit  there,  and  was  ill 
when  she  arrived. 

Whooping  Cough. — This  disease  was  prevalent  at  Horton-in-Ribblesdale  in  February, 
and  the  school  had  to  be  closed  in  consequence.  One  death  occurred  from  this  cause. 

Typhus  Fever. — The  most  remarkable  incident  of  the  year  in  connection  with 
zymotic  disease  was  an  outbreak  of  typhus  fever,  which  occurred  at  High  Bentham  in 
April  and  May.  This  formed  the  subject  of  a special  report,  to  which  I must  refer  you 
for  the  full  details  of  the  outbreak.  In  all  there  were  7 cases,  of  whom  2 were  males  and 
5 females,  varying  from  the  age  of  16  to  53  years.  The  disease  was  imported  from 
Liverpool  by  three  girls  who  came  to  work  at  the  Bentham  Mill.  The  girls  all  recovered, 
but  the  people  with  whom  they  lodged  both  took  it  and  died,  and  a son  who  was  working 
at  Barrow,  but  came  over  to  attend  his  mother’s  funeral,  also  took  it.  Another  woman 
who  helped  to  nurse  one  of  the  three  girls  also  contracted  it  and  died.  The  first  five 
cases,  those  of  the  three  girls  and  of  the  two  women  who  nursed  them  and  subsequently 
died,  were  all  reported  as  cases  of  influenza,  and  the  deaths  were  returned  as  such,  and 
it  was  not  until  the  husband  of  the  first  woman  attacked  was  sent  to  the  Giggleswick 
Workhouse  that  the  nature  of  his  complaint  was  sufficiently  well  marked  to  be  recognised 
as  a case  of  typhus  fever.  This  proved  a typical  case,  and  was  removed  to  the  Giggles- 
wick Fever  Hospital,  where  he  died.  The  son’s  case,  which  was  the  last,  was  removed 
direct  to  the  hospital  from  Bentham,  and  made  a good  recovery.  All  infected  bedding, 
&c.,  was  destroyed,  and  infected  premises  thoroughly  disinfected  and  cleansed,  and  there 
was  no  further  spread. 

Typhoid  Fever. — A single  death  was  returned  from  this  cause,  and  altogether  seven 
cases  were  notified  during  the  year.  The  first  case  was  reported  in  January,  that  of  a 
woman  of  27  years,  who  lived  at  Nottingham  in  service,  and  was  sent  home  to  Clapham 
ill.  The  disease  appeared  to  be  complicated  with  “ bronchitis  and  phthisis,”  and  ended 
fatally  early  in  March.  Four  cases,  mild  in  type,  occurred  in  Ingleton  in  March.  These 
did  not  appear  to  be  connected,  but  were  associated  in  each  instance  with  insanitary 
conditions  on  the  premises.  The  first  was  in  a boy  of  13  at  the  “ Three  Horse  Shoes 
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Inn.”  The  slopstone  waste  pipe  was  disconnected  but  untrapped,  and  the  flagging  round 
the  gulley  and  at  the  back  door  was  very  defective,  and  sewage  was  ponding  round  the 
gully  and  under  the  flagging.  This  condition  was  altered.  Next,  two  cases  occurred  in 
one  house  in  New  Road,  in  children  of  11  and  8 years  respectively.  Here  the  slopstone  pipe 
was  disconnected  but  untrapped,  and  a rainfall  pipe  was  found  connected  directly  with  the 
drain,  and  with  defective  joints.  The  other  case  was  that  of  a woman  aged  26  years,  who 
lived  in  Main  Street.  At  this  house  the  slopstone  discharged  through  a hole  in  the  wall 
down  a piece  of  spouting  on  to  a gulley,  and  slops  were  soaking  into  the  wall  and  founda- 
tions. These  matters  were  attended  to  at  the  time.  Of  the  remaining  two  cases  the 
first  took  place  in  Mill  Row,  Low  Bentham,  in  October,  in  a girl  of  10  years.  No 
insanitary  condition  was  found  here  except  “ overcrowding,”  and  steps  were  taken  for  its 
abatement.  The  last  reported  case  occurred  in  Procter’s  Row,  Settle,'  at  the  end  of 
December.  The  case  was  a very  mild  one,  in  a girl  of  7 years.  Here  there  was  no  clue 
to  the  origin.  In  all  cases  precautions  were  taken  and  disinfectants  supplied. 

Diarrhiea.  Two  deaths  were  returned  from  “ diarrhoea.”  These  took  place  in 
infants  at  Settle  in  August  and  Long  Preston  in  November. 

Influenza. — Three  deaths  were  registered  as  due  to  influenza,  but  as  already 
explained  two  of  them  proved  to  have  been  due  to  “typhus  fever.”  The  one  death 
occurred  in  January  in  a man  of  31,  living  in  Chapel-le-Dale,  Ingleton. 

Erysipelas. — No  death  was  returned  from  this  cause,  and  only  five  cases  were 
notified.  Of  these  three  were  males  and  two  females,  and  all  were  adults. 

TABLE  VI. 


Table  showing  the  population,  births,  deaths,  birth-rates,  death-rates,  and  per- 
centages of  deaths,  at  certain  ages  and  for  certain  diseases,  in  each  Sub -District  of  the 
Union  during  1896. 


Sub-district. 

Population. 

Births. 

Annual  Rate 
per  1000  living. 

i 

Percentage  of  deaths  under  1 i 
year  to  total  deaths.  ! 

Percentage  of  deaths  under  1 
year  to  registered  births. 

Percentage  of  deaths  under  5 
years  to  total  deaths. 

Percentage  of  deaths  of  persons 
aged  60  and  upwards  to  total 
deaths. 

Percentage  of  deaths 
to  total  deaths. 

Deaths.* 

Births. 

Deaths.* 

Deaths  from  7 principal 
Zymotic  Diseases. 

Prom  Violence. 

03 

*03 

2 

3 

Ph 

Bronchitis,  Pneumonia, 
Pleurisy. 

Heart  Disease. 

Bentham  

5487 

142 

76 

25-8 

13-8 

0-7 

19-7 

10-5 

27-6 

46-0 

1-3 

9-2 

13-1 

15-7 

Settle 

5813 

131 

57 

22-5 

9-8 

0-5 

24-5 

10-6 

31-5 

40-3 

1-7 

1-7 

15-7 

17-5 

Longpreston  

1825 

42 

24 

23-0 

13-1 

0-5 

20-8 

11-9 

29-1 

58-3 

4-1 

16-6 

12-5 

Kirkby  Malham  . . 

775 

18 

15 

23-2 

19-3 

1-2 

6-6 

5-5 

13-3 

53-3 

6-6 

13-3 

26-6 

6-6 

Arncliffe 

320 

6 

6 

18-7 

18-7 

16-6 

16-6 

16-6 

33-3 

16-6 

Settle  Union 

14220 

339 

+ 187 

23-8 

13-1 

0-6 

19-2 

10-6 

26-7 

46-5 

3-7 

6-4 

14-9 

13-9 

* Deaths  in  Workhouse  not  included  in  Sub-District  returns. 

+ This  total  includes  9 other  deaths  which  occurred  in  Public  Institutions. 


In  comparing  the  rates  of  the  different  Sub-Districts,  it  will  be  seen  that  Kirkby 
Malham  has  the  highest  death-rate  (19-3),  but  53-3  per  cent,  of  the  deaths  were  those  of 
persons  over  60.  The  lowest  death-rate  occurs  in  Settle,  and  is  only  9-8. 
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TABLE  VII. 


Inspector’s  Report  of  the  Sanitary  Work,  &c.,  completed  in  the  year  ending 


December  81st,  1896 


Sub-District. 

g 

o2 

d 

o 

-4-J 

GO 

U 

Ph 

S 

<3 

jf3 

s 

.6 

$3 

"3 

CD 

-4J 

-+■3 

CUD 

S3 

-o 

*3 

p 

15 

-*-3 

w 

C Q 

s 

< 

EH 

No.  of  complaints  received  

4 ... 

6 ... 

2 ... 

i ... 

2 

...  15 

No.  of  houses  built  

6 ... 

10  ... 

3 ... 



...  19 

No.  of  houses,  premises,  &c.,  inspected  ... 

826  ... 

110  ... 

44  ... 

13  ... 

3 

..  496 

House  drains  repaired,  cleansed,  &c 

12  ... 

17  ... 

19  ... 

2 ... 

3 

...  53 

House  drains  trapped  and  ventilated  

Privies  and  water  closets  repaired,  cleansed, 

13  ... 

11  ... 

5 ... 

...  29 

&c 

7 ... 

3 ... 

2 ... 

...  12 

Water  closets  supplied  with  water  

10  ... 

14  ... 

5 ... 

...  29 

Water  closets  provided 

10  ... 

14  ... 

5 ... 

...  29 

Slop  water  closets  provided 

I ... 

4 ... 

...  5 

Houses  provided  with  water  supply  

9 ... 

11  ... 

3 ... 

...  23 

Ashpits,  new  provided  

8 ... 

14  ... 

3 ... 

...  25 

Ashpits  repaired,  covered,  &c 

1 ... 

1 

No.  of  ashpits  ordered  to  be  emptied  

Removal  of  accumulation  of  dung,  stagnant 

13  ... 

25  ... 

3 ... 

...  41 

water,  animal  and  other  refuse  

9 ... 

3 ... 

...  12 

Eaves  troughs  provided  

1 ... 

1 ... 

...  2 

Removal  of  animals  improperly  kept  

2 ... 

...  2 

Filthy  houses  ordered  to  be  cleansed  

1 ... 

1 

Overcrowding 

1 .. 



1 

Houses  disinfected  after  infectious  disease 

5 ... 

5 ... 

7 ... 

1 ... 

...  18 

Schools  disinfected  after  infectious  disease 

2 ... 

1 ... 

1 ... 

...  4 

Common  lodging  houses  inspected  

2 ... 

2 ... 

4 

Slaughter  houses  inspected  

Premises  examined  under  “ Factory  and 

6 ... 

9 .. 

2 ... 

1 ... 

...  18 

Workshop  Act  ” 

1 ... 

1 

Plans  approved  

9 ... 

5 

7 ... 

...  21 

Plans  disapproved  



1 ... 

1 

THOMAS  A.  FOXCROFT, 

Assoc  : San  : Inst : Certificated  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 


Common  Lodging-houses,  Slaughter-houses,  &c. — There  are  four  Common  Lodging- 
houses  and  eighteen  Slaughter-houses  in  the  District.  These  are  registered,  have  been 
regularly  inspected,  and  are  fairly  well  kept.  One  instance  of  over-crowding  has  been 
reported,  and  was  abated  after  notice.  No  unsound  meat  has,  to  my  knowledge,  been 
exposed  for  sale.  There  are  no  noxious  trades  in  the  District.  No  legal  proceedings  were 
undertaken  during  the  year. 


TABLE  VI. 


TABLE  showing  Population,  Births  and  Deaths,  classified  according  to  Disease,  Age,  and  Locality,  for  the  year  1896,  in  the  Craven  Combined  Districts. 


Population  at  all 
Ages. 


Mortality  from  all  Causes  at  Subjoined  Ages. 


Mortality  from  Disease,  under  5 Years  and  above  5 Years. 


DISTRICT. 

Census, 

1881. 

Census, 

1891. 

Registered  Birthi 

At  all 
Ages. 

U nder 

1 

year. 

1 

and 
a li  der 

5 

5 

and 

under 

15 

15 

aud 

under 

25 

25 

and 

under 

60 

60 

and 

over 

Smallpox. 

Measles. 

Scarlatina. 

Diphtheria. 

Croup  (not 

spasmodic). 

Whooping  Cough. 

Continued 

Fevers. 

Diarrhoea  and 

Dysentery. 

Cholera. 

Rheumatic  Fever. 

Erysipelas. 

§ 

Puerperal  Fever. 

© 

bJD 

<3 

Phthisis. 

Bronchitis. 

Pneumonia,  and 

Pleurisy. 

Heart  Disease. 

Injuries. 

Other  Diseases. 

Influenza. 

Anthrax. 

3 

■pH 

Eh 

s_ 

© ■ 

•H  3 

© ~ 
+->  Ph 

a >•„ 
G E- 

3 

© £ 
Jq  2 
o 

O G 

Sedbergh  Rural  

4,079 

4,040 

98 

52 

4 

2 

4 

5 

10 

27 

Under  5 

i 

5 

5 upwards 

i 

i 

1 

8 

5 

8 

22 

Settle  ,,  

13.S00 

14,071 

339 

187 

36 

14 

9 

8 

33 

87 

Under  5 

i 

2 

12 

1 

34 

5 upwards 

2 

i 

i 

12 

16 

25 

7 

70 

3 

Skipton  „ 

20.672 

20,575  . 

4&V- 

- °J 'it 

61 

33 

19 

12 

82 

107 

Under  5 

2 

i 

3 

8 

2 

1 

24 

1 

1 

50 

1 

' " 

5 upwards 

3 

1 

6 

i 

T 

i 

i 

19 

39 

29 

10 

108 

2 

5,416 

5,756 

119 

83 

14 

2 

3 

7 

28 

29 

Under  5 

2 

5 

8 

5 upwards 

1 

1 

2 

5 

14 

6 

4 

32 

2 

Total  Rural 

43,967 

44,442 

1,108 

636 

115 

51 

35 

32 

153 

250 

2 

i 

6 

4 

12 

l 

8 

6 

2 

1 

3 

i 

46 

115 

70 

22 

329 

8 

9,091 

10,376 

346 

+165 

40 

17 

13 

1 

8 

43 

44 

Under  5 

3 

5 

1 

22 

2 

23 

5 upwards 

2 

3 

2 

18 

25 

19 

2 

37 

3,329 

3,866 

108 

68 

19 

8 

6 

19 

15 

Under  6 

i 

2 

1 

1 

2 

6 

i 

13 

5 upwards 

1 

3 

8 

3 

7 

i 

17 

5,769 

5,870 

86 

57 

8 

3 

4 

21 

21 

Under  5 

i 

1 

1 

5 

3 

5 upwards 

2 

8 

7 

9 

i 

17 

1 

i 

Haworth  ,,  

3,816 

5,034 

184 

108 

17 

11 

1 

8 

36 

35 

Under  5 

i 

1 

i . 

12 

13 

5 upwards 

2 

2 

i 

1 

18 

18 

12 

3 

22 

1 

Oxenhope  „ 

2,442 

2,475 

62 

49 

6 

7 

1 

2 

15 

18 

Under  5 

i 

1 

1 

1 

9 

5 upwards 

" 1 

2 

1 

1 

8 

9 

14 

1 

4,028 

4,131 

161 

80 

22 

9 

9 

2 

17 

21 

Under  5 

2 

2 

1 

6 

19 

5 upwards 

2 

2 

4 

12 

6 

18 

5 

28,475 

31,752 

947 

527 

112 

55 

25 

30 

151 

154 

6 

9 

2 

9 

5 

12 

2 

7 

2 

i 

2 

60 

125 

62 

10 

205 

8 

i 

Total  for  whole  Com 
bind  District 

72,442 

76,194 

2055 

tl,163 

227 

106 

60 

62 

304 

404 

8 

10 

8 

13 

17 

l 

20 

2 

13 

1 

4 

5 

i 

106 

240 

132 

32 

534 

16 

i 

t All  Deaths  in  Union  Workhouse  included.  * This  Total  includes  2 deaths  due  to  “Typhus 

j This  total  includes  all  the  Deaths  registered  in  combined  District,  but  contains  1 Death  belonging  to  Barrow-in-Furness,  and  1 


Fever  ” which  were  registered  as  Influenza  in  the  Settle  Rural  District. 

Death  belonging  to  Blair  Gowrie,  Scotland,  which  took  place  in  the  Skipton  Workhouse. 


TABLE  A 


TABLE  OF  DEATHS  during  the  year  1896,  in  the  Rural  Sanitary  District  of  SETTLE,  classified  according  to  Diseases,  Ages,  and 
Localities,  and  showing  also  the  population  of  such  Localities,  and  the  Births  therein  during  the  year. 


1.  Name  of  Locality  adopted 
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TABLE  B. 

TABLE  OF  NEW  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  SICKNESS,  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  during  the  year  1896,  in  the 

Bural  Sanitary  District  of  Settle  ; classified  according  to  Diseases,  Ages,  and  Localities. 
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The  matters  requiring  the  attention  of  the  Council  are  : — 

1.  To  augment  the  water  supply  for  Settle  and  Giggleswick,  increase  the  water  storage 

capacity  at  Ingleton,  and  provide  a proper  water  supply  for  the  hamlet  of 
Westhouse. 

2.  To  carry  out  the  schemes  for  the  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  of  Long  Preston, 

Clapliam,  and  Newby,  and  to  provide  proper  means  of  sewerage  for  the  village  of 
Burton-in-Lonsdale. 

3.  To  consider  the  adoption  of  portions  of  the  “ Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act, 

1890,”  and  that  portion  of  Part  III.  of  the  “ Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act, 
1890,”  which  is  applicable  to  Rural  Sanitary  Districts. 

4.  To  appoint  an  Inspector  under  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops’  Order,  1886, 

and  to  frame  bye-laws  under  Sec.  44  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  relating  to  the 
keeping  of  pigs. 

5.  The  provision  of  a proper  Ambulance  for  the  removal  of  cases  of  infectious  disease. 

FRANCIS  B.  ATKINSON,  L.R.C.P.  (London),  M.R.C.S., 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


To  the  Settle  Rural  District  Council, 
February,  1897. 


Printed  at  the  “ Craven  Herald  ” Works,  Skip  ton. 


SKI  PTON 

RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  the  Year  1896. 


Area,  145,757  Acres  ; Bateable  Value  (1896),  J6 148,200  ; Inhabited  Houses 
(1871),  5,115;  (1881),  estimated  5,488 ; (1891),  4,621;  Population 
enumerated  (1871),  28,606;  (1881),  24,674;  (1891),  20,575; 

Estimated  (1896),  20.700. 


Inspection  of  District.— All  parts  of  this  District  have  been  subject  to  routine 
inspection  by  myself  and  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances  during  the  past  year ; some  portions, 
of  course,  having  required  and  received  more  attention  than  others.  Special  visits  have 
also  been  made  in  connection  with  outbreaks  of  infectious  disease,  or  reported  insanitary 
conditions.  The  past  year  has  been  one  of  considerable  activity,  and  much  good  work  has 
been  done,  not  only  in  the  abatement  of  common  nuisances,  as  will  be  seen  in  Table  VII., 
but  also  in  the  forwarding  of  larger  matters,  such  as  the  preparation  and  carrying  out  of 
schemes  of  sewerage  for  some  of  the  more  populous  centres  in  the  District. 

With  the  transfer  of  highway  matters  to  the  District  Council  this  year  a new  arrange- 
ment of  officers  has  been  made,  Mr.  A.  Rodwell  (formerly  Inspector  of  Nuisances)  being 
appointed  Chief  Surveyor,  Mr.  H.  Swire,  Inspector  of  Nuisances,  and  Mr.  T.  IT.  Sidgwick, 
Assistant  Surveyor,  and  this  arrangement  appears  to  work  very  satisfactorily. 

Sanitary  Condition  and  Progress  : Water  Supply.— The  only  place  in  the  District 
where  public  waterworks  have  been  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary  Authority  is  Gargrave.  This 
was  done  in  1883.  Owing  to  the  want  of  proper  storage  the  drought  has  been  keenly  felt  at 
Gargrave  this  year,  and  the  water  supply  was  intermittent  for  several  weeks.  The  District 
Council  has  given  instructions  to  Mr.  A.  W.  Stansfeld,  C.E.,  to  prepare  plans  for  the  con- 
struction of  a storage  reservoir  in  connection  with  the  existing  scheme.  At  various  times 
the  following  places  have  been  supplied  with  water  by  private  companies : — Crosshills  and 
Glusburn,  Farnhill,  Bradley,  Embsay,  Carleton,  Cowling,  Earby,  Kelbrook,  Salterforth, 
Grassington,  Cononley,  and  Linton.  Addingham  is  supplied  through  a private  company 
from  the  Bradford  Corporation  Works;  Burnsall  by  the  Bradford  Corporation.  Owing  to 
the  increase  of  population  in  Earby  the  Private  Water  Company  have  built  a new  storage 
tank  to  contain  about  70,000  gallons,  and  have  laid  945  yards  of  new  4-inch  iron  main,  and 
much  improved  the  supply  to  the  village.  Hebden  Waterworks  are  under  the  control  of 
the  Sanitary  Authority.  The  following  places  are  supplied  by  the  principal  owners  of 
property: — Thornton,  East  and  West  Marton,  Bell  Busk,  Rylstone,  Hetton,  Hazlewood, 
Beamsley  and  Bolton  Abbey,  Draughton,  Stirton-cum-Thorlby,  Thorpe,  Cracoe,  and 
Threshfield.  In  Lothersdale  water  is  piped  to  troughs  in  the  village.  The  scheme  proposed 
for  a water  supply  for  Buckden  village  has  not  been  carried  out,  the  overseers  having 
repaired  the  old  supply  by  enclosing  and  protecting  the  spring,  and  the  inhabitants  are 
fetching  water  from  the  public  trough  as  before. 

A small  scheme  was  prepared  last  year  by  Mr.  Rodwell  for  the  water  supply  of 
Kettleivell  and  Starbotton,  and  a Local  Government  Board  Inquiry  was  held  on  September 
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2nd  last  by  Col.  Coke,  R.E.,  into  an  application  to  borrow  £620  for  this  purpose.  The 
Local  Government  Board  have  since  suggested  some  slight  modifications  in  the  plans,  and 
agreements  as  to  taking  the  spring,  before  sanction. 

At  Halton  East  this  year  analyses  have  been  made  of  the  water  supplies,  private  and 
public,  in  use  in  the  village.  Only  one  of  these  could  be  considered  fairly  satisfactory  in 
quality.  A likely  source  of  supply  has  been  discovered,  and  instructions  given  for  this 
spring  to  be  gauged  during  next  summer,  when,  if  found  satisfactory,  plans  will  be  prepared. 

At  Appletreeioick  plans  have  been  prepared  by  the  District  Council,  and  permission 
has  been  obtained  from  Lord  Craven  to  take  water  from  Ruska  Level  to  the  village. 
These  plans  were  approved  by  the  District  Council  in  December,  and  instructions  given  to 
apply  to  the  Local  Government  Board  for  sanctiou  to  borrow  £300  for  this  purpose. 

The  houses  in  the  locality  of  Hartlington  Moor-Side,  which  are  scattered  farms,  have 
suffered  much  from  shortness  of  supply  this  year,  their  water  being  obtained  from  brooks 
and  shallow  wells.  The  property  owners  were  approached,  but  cannot  agree  to  combine  to 
carry  out  a joint  scheme.  Upon  the  District  Council  being  applied  to  to  do  the  work,  it 
was  found  that  the  cost  would  exceed  the  limit  allowed  by  the  Public  Health  (Water) 
Act,  1878. 

Seaverage  and  Drainage.- — Complete  schemes  of  sewerage  have  during  recent  years 
been  provided  by  the  Sanitary  Authority  for  the  villages  of  Glusburn,  Crosshills,  and 
Junction  ; for  Gargrave ; for  Addingham  ; and  for  Thornton,  Earby,  and  Kelbrook  ; and 
partial  schemes  for  Embsay,  Bradley,  and  Carleton ; and  partial  schemes  provided  by  the 
OAvners  of  property  for  Kildwick  and  Threshfield.  During  the  past  year  good  progress  has 
been  made  in  works  of  main  sewerage. 

At  Addingham  the  private  drainage  connections  with  the  seAverage  scheme  have  been 
in  progress  throughout  the  year,  and  are  nearly  completed.  This  work  has  been  done 
under  the  superintendence  of  a Clerk  of  Works,  and  a book  is  kept  in  the  office  in  Avhich 
he  has  entered  a detailed  plan  showing  the  method  of  connection  of  each  property,  Avith 
particulars  of  materials  used,  and  the  cost  in  each  case. 

In  the  early  part  of  this  year  the  main  sewerage  scheme  for  Thornton,  Earby,  and 
Kelbrook  Avas  completed,  since  Avhich  time  the  private  connections  have  been  rapidly  pro- 
ceeded Avith,  under  the  superintendence  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Works  to  the  main  sewerage, 
and  in  accordance  Avith  the  regulations  in  force. 

Extensions  of  main  sewer  have  also  been  carried  out  at  Dotcliffe  in  Kelbrook,  and 
Lane  Ends  at  Earby.  These  consisted  of  175  yards  of  6-inch  pipe-sewer,  including  4 
manholes  and  2 lampholes  ; and  600  yards  of  12-inch  pipe-sewer,  including  6 manholes,  5 
lampholes,  and  1 flushing-tank. 

At  Salterforth  a scheme  of  sewerage  was  prepared  last  year,  but  the  OAvners  of  the 
land  suggested  for  sewage- disposal  works  require  such  exorbitant  terms  as  to  make  the 
proposed  scheme  prohibitive.  An  alternative  scheme  has  been  suggested  for  connecting  the 
outfall  sewer  with  the  Earby  and  Kelbrook  scheme,  and  plans  for  this  are  being  prepared. 

At  Middleton,  in  Cowling,  the  sewerage  of  the  hamlet  which  Avas  undertaken  at  the 
close  of  last  year  has  been  completed,  and  the  Avork  satisfactorily  carried  out  under  a 
Clerk  of  Works,  at  a cost  of  £130.  All  formerly  existing  privies  have  been  converted 
into  some  form  of  water-closet,  and  a great  improvement  thereby  effected. 

At  the  close  of  last  year  a request  was  made  by  the  Cononley  Parish  Council  to  the 
District  Council  to  undertake  the  proper  sewerage  of  the  village.  Messrs.  B.  Hopkinson 
and  Co.,  Engineers,  of  Keighley,  were  asked  to  prepare  plans,  and  these  have  been 
submitted  to  and  approved  by  the  District  Council,  and  a provisional  agreement  has  been 
entered  into  for  the  purchase  of  four  acres  of  land  for  disposal  purposes.  Negotiations  as 
to  easements  are  in  progress,  and  when  completed,  the  scheme  Avill  be  submitted  to  the 
Local  Government  Board. 
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The  Grassington  sewerage  scheme  is  still  in  abeyance.  This  scheme  is  much 
required,  and  should  be  pushed  forward  without  further  delay. 

The  private  drainage  of  old  property  throughout  the  District  (except  where  it  has  been 
altered)  consists  of  rubble,  but  all  the  houses  erected  during  recent  years  have  their  drains 
properly  laid  in  sanitary  pipes.  Constant  improvements  are  being  made  in  the  private 
drainage  of  houses  in  all  parts,  the  results  of  routine  inspection,  as  will  be  seen  in  Table 
VII.  at  the  end  of  this  report. 

For  further  details  as  to  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  various  villages  and  hamlets,  I 
must  refer  you  to  my  report  on  this  District  for  the  year  1893. 

Excrement  and  Refuse  Disposal. — The  common  privy-midden  is  the  form  mostly 
in  use  in  this  Rural  District.  A large  number  of  privies  with  moveable  receptacles  have 
been  provided.  In  places  where  sewerage  schemes  have  or  are  being  carried  out,  the  con- 
version of  privies  into  some  form  of  water  closet  is  encouraged,  and  slop-water 
closets  have  been  introduced  and  been  found  to  work  satisfactorily  at  Crossbills  and 
Glusburn,  Addingham,  G-argrave,  Earby,  Kelbrook,  Middleton,  and  Embsay.  The  removal 
of  night-soil  and  ash-pit  refuse  is  undertaken  by  contract  under  the  District  Council  at 
Addingham,  Cowling,  Glusburn,  Gargrave,  and  Farnhill. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  loads  of  ashpit  refuse  and  of  night-soil 
removed,  and  the  number  of  pails  emptied  during  1896,  together  with  the  annual  cost,  in 
the  places  where  the  scavenging  is  undertaken  by  contract : — 


SCAVENGING. 


LOCALITY. 

No.  of  Loads 
of 

Ashpit  Refuse 

No.  of  Loads  of 
Nightsoil, 
exclusive  of  Pails. 

No.  of  Pails. 

- 

Annual  Cost  of  Scavenging. 

Addingham 

422 

195 

2529 

£66  0 0 

Cowling  

226 

70 

7136 

£44  0 0 

Glusburn  

566 

42 

7058 

Done  by  Sanitary  Staff. 

Gargrave 

613 

£26  0 0 

Farnhill  

280 

15 

2878 

£36  0 0 

Totals 

2107 

322 

19601 

£172  0 0 

Bye-Laws,  &c. — This  Authority  possesses  Urban  Powers  under  sections  157  and  158, 
and  under  169  (paragraphs  2 and  3)  and  170,  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  for  Addingham, 
Bradleys  Both,  Carleton,  Cononley,  Cowling,  Embsay-cum-Eastby,  Farnhill,  Gargrave, 
Glusburn,  Grassington,  Kildwick,  Salterforth,  and  Thornton;  and  a code  of  bye-laws 
closely  assimilated  to  the  Models  was  framed,  and  allowed  by  the  Local  Government 
Board  on  September  25th,  1888.  This  Authority  has  also  adopted  the  Model  Bye-laws 
with  respect  to  “ Common  Lodging-Houses.”  Urban  Powers  applied  for  this  year  under 
sections  150  and  156,  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  were  not  granted,  but  the  Powers  of 
“Public  Health  (Building  and  Streets)  Act,  1888,”  section  3,  were  conferred  by  Order 
of  the  Local  Government  Board  upon  the  District  Council  for  the  following  townships  : — 
Addingham,  Bradleys  Both,  Carleton,  Cononley,  Cowling,  Embsay-cum-Eastby,  Farnhill, 
Gargrave,  Glusburn,  Grassington,  Kildwick,  Lothersdale,  Salterforth,  and  Thornton. 
Urban  Powers  were  also  granted  this  year  under  section  160  (sub-sections  1 and  2)  for  the 
same  townships. 
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The  District  Council  has  had  under  consideration  certain  amendments  and  additions  to 
its  existing  bye-laws  relating  to  “ New  Streets  and  Buildings,”  and  these  have  been 
sanctioned  by  the  Council,  and  submitted  to  the  Local  Government  Board  for  their 
approval. 

Salterforth  Cemetery. — The  District  Council  having  been  requested  to  provide  a 
cemetery  for  Salterforth  township  under  the  “Public  Health  (Interments')  Act,  1879,” 
plans  have  been  prepared,  and  an  agreement  entered  into  for  the  purchase  of  the  land 
required,  and  these  are  ready  to  be  submitted  to  the  Local  Government  Board. 

Skipton  Joint  Hospital. — Early  in  the  year  a conference  was  held  between  delegates 
from  the  two  Skipton  District  Councils,  and  terms  of  combination  agreed  to  on  the  basis 
of  one-third  of  the  primary  cost  for  the  Rural  District  and  two-thirds  for  the  Urban  Dis- 
trict, each  district  subsequently  to  pay  for  the  maintenance  of  their  respective  cases.  At 
the  first  meeting  of  the  New  Joint  Hospital  Committee  on  February  15th,  it  was  decided 
to  start  “ de  novo  ” as  regards  plans,  and  to  offer  small  premiums  for  the  1st,  2nd  and  3rd 
competitive  designs  (suitable  for  the  site  already  agreed  to  and  provisionally  purchased)  in 
accordance  with  conditions  issued  to  the  competing  architects  by  the  Joint  Committee.  In 
reply  to  advertisements  270  persons  made  applications  for  the  lithographed  block-plan  of 
the  site,  and  the  printed  conditions.  Plans  were  to  be  sent  in  on  or  before  July  1st. 
While  the  plans  were  in  course  of  preparation,  I ascertained  that  the  Medical  Department 
of  the  Local  Government  Board  would  prefer  that  the  accommodation  provided  in  any 
single  ward  for  scarlet  fever  cases  should  be  limited  to  8 for  females  and  children,  and  6 for 
males,  i.e.,  14  for  each  pavilion  ; and  as  the  instructions  originally  given  to  the  architects 
had  allowed  larger  wards,  amended  instructions  were  issued,  and  the  date  for  sending  in 
plans  altered  to  October  31st.  During  this  interval  the  Urban  District  Councils  of  Silsden 
and  Barnoldswick  were  again  offered  the  opportunity  of  joining  the  combination  for 
hospital  purposes,  and  the  former  consented,  and  was  admitted  to  a proportionate  share  in 
the  new  scheme  and  in  the  existing  temporary  Joint  Hospital. 

Twenty-seven  sets  of  plans  were  submitted,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Worthington,  architect, 
of  Manchester,  was  asked  to  assist  the  committee  in  selecting  the  best  designs.  I 
examined  the  plans  and  site  along  with  him  on  December  7th  and  8th,  and  on  December 
21st  the  Committee  met  to  receive  Mr.  Worthington’s  report.  The  first  prize  (£20)  was 
awarded  to  Mr.  Bolshaw,  of  Crewe  and  Southport,  and  he  has  been  asked  to  meet  the 
Committee.  The  Joint  Hospital  Conference  at  their  first  meeting  (February  8th)  decided 
to  rebuild  the  Temporary  Joint  Hospital  in  brick,  and  the  opportunity  was  taken  to 
improve  the  existing  arrangement  by  the  erection  of  a bathroom  and  lavatory  in  connection 
with  each  ward.  Subsequently  the  caretaker’s  house  was  also  re-built  in  brick.  The 
work  has  resulted  in  greatly  increased  comfort  to  the  patients. 

River  Pollution. — In  July,  Earby  Beck  was  found  to  be  polluted  with  waste  oil, 
and  the  offender  caught  in  the  act.  This  was  reported  to  the  District  Council,  who 
forwarded  the  complaint  to  the  West  Riding  Rivers’  Board,  but  no  action  was  taken  by 
them. 

“Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act,  1890.” — In  one  instance  reported  last  year 
of  a house  “ unfit  for  habitation  ” at  Gargrave,  the  tenants  refused  to  quit,  and  proceedings 
were  taken,  and  an  Order  made  to  close  the  house.  After  this,  notice  of  the  Order  was 
given  to  the  tenants,  and  on  its  expiration,  further  proceedings  were  necessary,  and  a 
penalty  of  £1  per  day  was  inflicted  by  the  magistrates. 

Cowling  Lighting.— A Local  Government  Board  Inquiry  for  lighting  purposes  at 
Cowling,  under  Section  161,  Public  Health  Act,  was  held  by  Col.  Marsh  in  February, 
and  sanction  subsequently  given  to  a loan  of  £200. 
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Births. — The  total  births  registered  during  the  year  were  552  in  number  (265  males 
and  287  females).  This  is  a decrease  of  20  from  last  year,  and  is  equivalent  to  an  annual 
birth-rate  of  26-6  per  1,000  as  compared  with  27-6  last  year,  and  26-8  in  1894.  The 
natural  increase  to  the  population  is  227. 

Deaths. — The  total  deaths  returned  were  314  (159  males  and  155  females).  To  this 
must  be  added  11  deaths  of  persons  belonging  to  the  District  who  died  in  the  Skipton 
Workhouse.  This  total  (325)  is  a decrease  of  50  upon  last  year,  and  is  equivalent  to  a 
death-rate  of  15-7  per  1,000  living,  as  against  18T  last  year,  and  14-4  in  1894. 

Ages  at  Death. — Among  children  under  one  year  of  age  there  were  61  deaths.  This 
gives  an  infant  mortality  of  1 1*0  per  cent,  of  registered  births,  and  is  equivalent  to  18-7 
per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths.  Among  children  under  five  there  were  94  deaths,  or  a 
percentage  to  total  deaths  of  28-9.  Among  persons  aged  60  years  and  upwards  there  were 
112  deaths,  or  a percentage  to  total  deaths  of  34-4. 

The  Skipton  Union  is  divided  into  seven  Sub-Districts,  viz. : — Kettlewell,  Gargrave, 
Bamoldswick,  Kildwick,  Skipton,  Addingham,  and  Grassington. 

A.  Kettlewell  Sub-District. — Area,  29,516  acres ; population  at  census  (1871), 
1,017;  (1881),  854;  (1891),  672  (340  males  and  332  females);  inhabited  houses,  165; 
persons  per  house,  4*0  ; empty  houses,  39  ; is  situated  in  the  upper  portion  of  the  Wharfe 
drainage  area,  and  comprises  the  townships  of  Buckden,  Kettlewell  Parish,  and  Conistone- 
with-Kilnsey. 


Year 

Births  registered. 

Birth-rate. 

Deaths  of  Children  under 

1 year  of  age. 

Deaths  of  Children  under 

1 year.  Percentage  of 
registered  births. 

Deaths  at  all  ages. 

Death-rate. 

Deaths  over  GO  years  of  age. 

Small-pox . 

Measles. 

Scarlatina. 

Diphtheria. 

Whooping  Cough. 

Fever. 

Diarrhcea. 

1884 

19 

22-2 

10 

11-6 

3 

1885 

19 

21-9 

2 

10-5 

9 

10-3 

4 

1886 

15 

17-1 

1 

6-6 

18 

20-5 

12 

1887 

16 

18-0 

2 

12-5 

16 

18-0 

11 

Average 

for 

Decade 

19 

21-6 

1-8 

10-2 

13 

14-4 

6-4 

0-1 

0-4 

0-2 

1878-87. 

1888 

15 

16-7 

1 

6-6 

5 

5-5 

1 

. 

1889 

10 

10-9 

1 

10-0 

14 

15-3 

10 

1 

1890 

14 

15-7 

2 

14-2 

13 

14-1 

7 

1891 

11 

16-3 

12 

17-8 

10 

1892 

16 

23-8 

i 

6-2 

14 

20-8 

10 

1893 

11 

16-3 

2 

18-1 

16 

23-8 

9 

1 

1894 

16 

23-8 

2 

12-5 

5 

7-4 

3 

1895 

13 

19-3 

2 

15-3 

10 

14-8 

6 

1896 

15 

223 

2 

133 

4 

59 

1 

- 

1 

The  birth-rate  is  2-4  above  the  average  for  the  past  18  years,  while  the  death-rate  is, 
with  the  exception  of  that  for  1888,  the  lowest  on  record.  The  death  from  Typhoid  fever 
occurred  at  Yockenth waite,  in  August. 
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B.  Gar  grave  Sub-District. — Area,  16,872  acres;  population  at  census  (1871), 
2,030;  (1881),  2,117;  (1891),  2,238  (1,044  males  and  1,194  females);  inhabited  houses, 
451 ; persons  per  house,  4-9  ; empty  houses,  14  ; is  situated  in  the  Aire  drainage  area,  and 
comprises  the  townships  of  Hetton,  Boardley,  Calton,  Flasby- cum -Winter burn,  Eshton, 
Coniston  Cold,  Gargrave,  and  Banknewton. 


Year. 

Births  registered . 

Birth-rate. 

Deaths  of  Children  under 

1 year  of  age. 

Deaths  of  Children  under 

1 year.  Percentage  of 
registered  births. 

Deaths  at  all  ages. 

Death-rate. 

Deaths  over  GO  years  of  age. 

Smallpox. 

Measles. 

Scarlatina. 

o 

7*3 

P 

Whooping  Cough. 

Fever. 

Diarrhoea. 

1884 

55 

25-4 

8 

14-5 

35 

16-2 

10 

1885 

73 

32-6 

tr 

l 

9-5 

35 

16-1 

12 

1 

1 

1886 

71 

32-6 

10 

14-0 

40 

18-3 

11 

1 

1 

1887 

68 

31-0 

4 

5-8 

36 

16-4 

10 

1 

1 

Average 

for 

64 

30-4 

6-4 

10-0 

35 

16-9 

11-7 

o-i 

0-2 

0-4 

0-4 

0-3 

1878-87. 

1888 

81 

36-8 

11 

13-5 

44 

20-0 

15 

1 

1 

1 

1889 

59 

26-6 

4 

6-7 

33 

14-9 

11 

1 

1 

1890 

56 

25-2 

5 

8-9 

24 

10-8 

9 

1 

1 

1891 

49 

21-8 

6 

12-2 

42 

18-7 

15 

5 

1892 

57 

25-4 

5 

8-7 

35 

15-6 

13 

i 

• • 

1 

1893 

48 

21-4 

3 

6-2 

26 

11-5 

9 

1894 

45 

20-0 

7 

15-5 

28 

12-4 

13 

1895 

62 

27-6 

5 

8-0 

25 

1M 

10 

1 

1896 

47 

209 

10 

212 

36 

16  0 

11 

1 

Group 

... 

The  birth-rate  is  7'3  below  the  mean  for  the  past  18  years,  while  the  death-rate  is  0-3 
above  the  mean  for  the  same  period.  The  infant  mortality  (21-2  per  cent,  of  registered 
births)  is  the  highest  on  record. 


0.  Barnoldswick  Sub-District. — Area,  13,752  acres;  population  at  census  (1871), 
6,224;  (1881),  7,290;  (1891),  3,847  (1,899  males,  1,948  females);  inhabited  houses,  808; 
persons  per  house,  4'7  ; empty  houses,  56.  This  Sub-District  is  situated  partly  in  the  Aire 
and  partly  in  the  Ribble  drainage  area,  and  comprises  the  townships  of  Martons  Both, 
Salterforth,  and  Thornton-in-Oraven  in  the  former,  and  Bracewell,  Brogden-cum- 
Admergill  and  Coates  in  the  latter. 


Year. 

j Births  registered. 

1 

Birth-rate. 

Deaths  of  Children  under  1 
year  of  age. 

Deaths  of  Children  under 

1 year.  Percentage  of 
registered  births. 

Deaths  at  all  ages. 

Death-rate. 

Deaths  over  00  years  of  age. 

Smallpox. 

Measles. 

Scarlatina. 

Diphtheria. 

Whooping  Cough. 

u 

0 

> 

0 

pH 

Diarrhoea. 

Cholera. 

1884 

252 

33-8 

39 

15-4 

153 

20-5 

38 

2 

6 

1 

3 

1 

1885 

260 

34-9 

32 

12-3 

136 

18-2 

37 

1 

1 

4 

1 

1886 

253 

33-8 

23 

9-0 

124 

16-5 

30 

. 

3 

4 

. , 

1 

12 

4 

1887 

242 

32-3 

37 

15-2 

151 

20-1 

41 

1 

7 

4 

3 

2 

, . 

Average 

for 

245 

34-8 

34 

13-5 

141 

20-2 

35 

1-7 

5-5 

0-8 

1-7 

3-9 

3-9 

0-6 

1878-87. 

1888 

239 

31-6 

32 

13-3 

113 

14-9 

29 

, . 

4 

5 

1 

1 

1 

1889 

232 

30-5 

28 

6-8 

118 

15-5 

35 

M.  Crp. 

i 

3 

1 

1890 

193 

25-2 

27 

13-9 

130 

17-0 

46 

2 

1 

1 

5 

1891 

112 

29-1 

19 

16-9 

67 

17-4 

26 

2 

1892 

124 

32-2 

7 

5-6 

57 

14-8 

28 

1 

2 

1893 

118 

30-6 

16 

13-5 

60 

15-5 

19 

M.  Crp. 

1 

1894 

134 

34-7 

10 

7-4 

65 

16-8 

22 

1 

l 

2 

1895 

144 

37-2 

28 

19-4 

69 

17-8 

18 

i 

4 

1896 

133 

344 

13 

97 

73 

188 

21 

2 Croup 

3 

2 

3 

The  birth-rate  is  1*2  above  the  mean  for  the  past  18  years,  and  the  death-rate  is  0T 
below  the  mean  for  the  same  period.  The  infant  mortality  is  satisfactorily  low.  The 
death  from  “ diphtheria  ” occurred  at  Dotcliffe,  Kelbrook,  in  January. 
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D.  Kildwick  Sub-District. — Area,  9,442  acres ; population  at  census  (1871),  5,648  ; 
(1881),  5,593  ; (1891),  5,993  (2,822  males,  3,171  females) ; inhabited  houses,  1,449  ; persons 
per  house,  4-1 ; empty  houses,  131.  This  Sub-District  is  entirely  in  the  Aire  drainage  area, 
and  is  the  most  populous  in  the  Rural  Sanitary  District.  It  comprises  the  townships  of 
Cononley,  Cowling,  Glusburn,  Kildwick,  Farnhill,  and  Bradleys  Both. 


Year. 

Births  registered. 

Birth-rate. 

Deaths  of  Children  under  1 
year  of  age. 

Deaths  of  Children  under 

1 year.  Percentage  of 
registered  births. 

Deaths  at  all  ages. 

Death-rate. 

Deaths  over  60  years  of  age. 

Smallpox. 

Measles. 

Scarlatina. 

Diphtheria. 

Whooping  Cough. 

Fever. 

Diarrhoea. 

Cholera. 

1884 

150 

26-4 

19 

12-6 

120 

17-8 

36 

2 

1 

1885 

147 

25-5 

13 

8-8 

100 

17-7 

32 

3 

1 

1886 

160 

27-6 

21 

13-1 

109 

18-6 

41 

2 

1887 

157 

27-0 

17 

10-8 

122 

20-9 

44 

5 

7 

2 

Average 

for 

Decade 

157 

27-7 

19 

12-2 

109 

19-2 

36 

0-1 

0-9 

1-7 

o-i 

1-2 

1-4 

2-3 

o-i 

1878-87. 

1888 

143 

24-4 

23 

16-0 

111 

18-9 

42 

5 

1 

1889 

149 

25-2 

17 

11-4 

100 

16-9 

43 

1 

2 

2 

3 

1890 

136 

22-9 

13 

9-7 

98 

16-5 

49 

2 

3 

1 

1891 

142 

23-6 

20 

14-0 

129 

21-5 

55 

9 

1 

2 

1892 

133 

22-1 

16 

12-0 

98 

16-3 

38 

2 

4 

Croup 

2 

1893 

139 

23-1 

12 

8-6 

81 

13-4 

31 

2 

. , 

2 

1894 

148 

24-6 

10 

6-7 

87 

14-4 

36 

1 

2 

1895 

127 

21-0 

15 

11-8 

97 

16-1 

44 

3 

1896 

151 

250 

15 

99 

79 

131 

30 

... 

3 

2 

... 

The  birth-rate  is  07  below  the  mean  for  the  past  18  years.  The  death-rate  is  the  lowest 
upon  record,  and  is  5-0  below  the  mean  for  the  same  period.  The  two  deaths  from  typhoid 
fever  occurred  at  Cononley  in  April  and  Cowling  in  October. 
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E.  Skipton  Sub-District. — Area,  17,773  acres;  population  at  census  (1871),  3,426; 
(1881),  3,681 ; (1891),  3,225  (1,545  males,  1,680  females) ; inhabited  houses,  700 ; 
persons  per  house,  4’6  ; empty  houses,  131.  This  Sub-District  is  for  the  most  part  situated 
in  the  Aire  Drainage  Area,  and  surrounds  the  township  and  Urban  Sanitary  District  of 
Skipton  except  on  the  south  and  east.  It  comprises  the  townships  of  Elslack,  Broughton, 
Carleton  Parish,  Stirton-cum-Thorlby,  Embsay-cum-Eastby,  Halton  East,  and  Rylstone. 


Year. 

Births  registered. 

Birth-rate. 

Deaths  of  Children  under  1 
year  of  age. 

Deaths  of  Children  under 

1 year.  Percentage  of 
registered  births. 

Deaths  at  all  ages. 

Death-rate. 

Deaths  over  60  years  of  age. 

Smallpox. 

Measles. 

Scarlatina. 

Diphtheria. 

Whooping  Cough. 

Fever. 

Diarrhoea. 

1884 

92 

24-7 

7 

7-6 

47 

12-6 

18 

1 

1885 

92 

24-6 

10 

10-8 

45 

12-0 

19 

1 

1 

1886 

82 

21-1 

11 

13-4 

57 

15-2 

19 

1887 

99 

23-7 

13 

13-1 

54 

14-3 

19 

2 

2 

Average 

for 

Decade 

100 

27-3 

9-9 

9-8 

52 

14-5 

17 

0-5 

1-2 

0-1 

0-7 

0-7 

0-4 

1878-87. 

1888 

102 

27T 

9 

8-8 

65 

17-2 

26 

2 

1 

1 

1889 

103 

27-2 

15 

14-5 

68 

18-0 

24 

2 

1890 

88 

23-2 

10 

11-3 

57 

15-0 

25 

4 

1 

1 

1891 

91 

28-2 

17 

18-6 

71 

22-0 

28 

2 

1 

i. 

2 

1 

1892 

82 

25-3 

9 

10-9 

51 

15-7 

17 

3 

1 

1893 

93 

28-7 

12 

12-9 

72 

22-2 

25 

1 

1 

1 

1894 

87 

26-8 

7 

8-0 

34 

10-4 

13 

1 Croup 

1 

1895 

91 

28-0 

12 

13-1 

58 

17-8 

20 

1 

2 

4 

1896 

88 

271 

10 

11*3 

47 

144 

15 

1 

1 

1 

The  birth-rate  is  0T  above  the  mean  for  the  past  18  years,  while  the  death-rate  is  P3 
below  the  mean  for  the  same  period.  The  death  from  diphtheria  occurred  in  Lothersdale 
in  January. 
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F.  Addingham  Sub-District. — Area,  14,234;  population  at  census  (1871)  22,910  ; 
(1881),  3,237  ; (1891),  3,139  (1,513  males,  1,626  females)  ; inhabited  houses,  682  ; persons 
per  house,  4‘6  ; empty  houses,  37.  This  is  a group  of  townships  on  the  east  of  the  Rural 
Sanitary  District,  and  situated  entirely  in  the  WTiarfe  Drainage  Area.  It  comprises  the 
townships  of  Addingham,  Beamsley,  Hazlewood-cum-Storiths,  Draughton,  Bolton  Abbey, 
and  Barden. 


The  birth-rate  is  1*9  below  the  mean  for  the  previous  18  years,  and  the  death-rate  is 
2-l  below  the  mean  for  the  same  period.  The  deaths  from  “ diphtheria  ” took  place  at 
Addingham  in  January,  and  those  from  typhoid  fever  also  at  Addingham  in  March,  April, 
and  July,  the  first  two  occurring  in  the  same  house. 
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G.  Grassington  Sub -District. — Area,  21,983  acres ; population  at  census  (1871), 
2,351;  (1881),  1,912;  (1891),  1,461  (710  males,  751  females);  inhabited  houses,  366 ; 
persons  per  house,  3 "9  ; empty  houses,  151 ; comprises  the  group  of  townships  to  the  north- 
east of  the  District,  and  is  situated  entirely  in  the  Wharfe  drainage  area.  It  contains  the 
townships  of  Appletreewick,  Hartlington,  Burnsall,  Thorpe,  Cracoe,  Linton,  Threshfield, 
Grassington,  and  Hebden. 


Year. 

Births  registered . 

Birth-rate. 

Deaths  of  Children  under  1 
year  of  age. 

Deaths  of  Children  under 

1 year.  Percentage  of 
registered  births. 

Deaths  at  all  ages. 

Death-rate. 

Deaths  over  00  years  of  age. 

Smallpox. 

Measles. 

Scarlatina. 

Diphtheria. 

Whooping  Cough. 

Fever. 

Diarrhoea. 

1884 

48 

25-0 

5 

10-4 

41 

21-3 

14 

4 

1885 

36 

18-6 

7 

19-4 

33 

17-1 

16 

1 

1 

1886 

38 

19-6 

2 

5-2 

19 

9-8 

7 

1887 

46 

23-6 

2 

4-3 

29 

14-9 

13 

Average 

for 

Decade 

53 

25-8 

6-1 

11-1 

32 

15-3 

13 

0-2 

1-0 

0-1 

0-3 

1878-87. 

1888 

37 

18-8 

8 

21-6 

30 

15-3 

13 

1 

, # 

3 

1889 

44 

22-3 

2 

4-5 

23 

11-6 

16 

1890 

38 

19-1 

1 

2-6 

34 

17-1 

19 

1 

1 

. , 

2 

1891 

30 

20-2 

6 

20-0 

26 

17-7 

11 

2 

1 

1892 

25 

17-0 

3 

12-0 

28 

19-1 

16 

1893 

32 

21-7 

4 

12-5 

25 

17-0 

11 

, , 

1894 

28 

19-0 

1 

3-5 

27 

18-3 

16 

1 

1895 

43 

29-2 

7 

16-2 

26 

17-6 

10 

2 

1896 

26 

176 

1 

38 

18 

122 

10 

... 

1 

The  birth-rate  is  6-0  beiow  the  average  for  the  previous  18  years.  The  death-rate 
has  only  been  lower  in  the  years  1889  and  1886,  and  is  3-7  below  the  mean  for  the  same 
period.  The  death  from  diphtheria  occurred  at  Hartlington  Raikes  in  May. 


The  following  Tables  are  uniform  with  those  of  previous  years  : — 


TABLE  I. 

Table  showing  population,  inhabited  houses,  births,  and  deaths,  for  the  years 
1885-96  inclusive,  and  the  average  for  the  ten  years,  1878-87  : — 


Population  estimated  at  the  middle 
of  the  year. 

Number  of  Inha- 
bited Houses  in 
the  District. 

Births. 

Deaths.* 

1885 

25,160 

Estimated. 

5,540 

727 

424 

1886 

25,280 

5,590 

723 

430 

1887 

25,400 

5,610 

736 

458 

Average  for  decade  1878-87. 

24,750 

5,415 

744 

452 

1888 

25,520 

5,640 

727 

441 

1889 

25,730 

5,650 

673 

418 

1890 

25,850 

5,680 

617 

423 

1891 

20,575 

4,621 

533 

406 

1892 

20,600 

4,670 

523 

339 

1893 

20,625 

4,720 

536 

326 

1894 

20,650 

4,740 

554 

293 

1895 

20,675 

4,750 

572 

364 

1896 

20,700 

5,396 

552 

314 

* Exclusive  of  deaths  in  Skipton  Workhouse,  as  per  last  column  of  Table  II. 
The  number  of  deaths  is  smaller  than  in  any  year  except  1894. 


TABLE  II. 


Table  showing  the  annual  birth-rate,  rates  of  mortality,  death-rates  among  children, 
and  deaths  in  public  institutions  during  the  years  1885-96  inclusive,  and  the  average 
for  the  decade  1878-87  : — 


Year 

Birth-rate 
per  1000 
of  the 
population. 

Annual  Rate 
of  mortality 
per  1000 
living. 

Deaths  of 
Children  un- 
der 1 year ; 
percentage 
of  total 
deaths. 

Percentage 
of  deaths  of 
Children  un- 
der 1 year 
to  registered 
births. 

Deaths  of 
Children  un- 
der 5 years ; 
percentage 
of  total 
deaths. 

Total  number 
of  deaths  in 
Public 
Institutions. 

1885 

28-8 

17-0 

19-0 

11-2 

30-9 

6 

1886 

28-5 

17-6 

19-0 

11-7 

29-5 

15 

1887 

28-9 

19-4 

17-7 

11-2 

30-7 

10 

Average  for 
decade 
1878-87. 

30-0 

18-8 

19-9 

12-3 

32-1 

11 

1888 

28-4 

17-9 

22-9 

14-4 

30-6 

16 

1889 

26-1 

16-4 

31-5 

11-7 

24-3 

5 

1890 

23-8 

16-6 

17-4 

121 

23-6 

8 

1891 

25-9 

20-0 

20-1 

15-5 

28-6 

6 

1892 

25-3 

16-8 

13-7 

9-1 

25-0 

9 

1893 

25-9 

16-5 

17-2 

11-0 

23-9 

15 

1894 

26-8 

14-4 

16-7 

9-0 

26-7 

6 

1895 

27-6 

18-1 

21-6 

14-3 

30-9 

11 

1896 

266 

157 

187 

110 

289 

11 

The  birth-rate  is  1*7  below  the  average  for  the  previous  18  years.  The  general  death- 
rate  is  2-3  below  the  mean  for  the  same  period,  and  has  only  been  lower  in  1894.  The 
infant  mortality  is  below  the  average. 
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TABLE  III. 

Table  showing  number  of  deaths  certified  by  registered  medical  practitioners, 
uncertified  deaths,  and  inquests,  with  their  percentage  to  total  deaths,  during  the  years 
1894,  1895,  and  1896,  in  each  Registration  Sub-District  of  the  Union : — 


TOTAL  DEATHS.  PERCENTAGE  TO  TOTAL  DEATHS. 


mOIMDl. 

Certified. 

Uncertified. 

Inquests. 

Certified. 

Uncertified. 

Inquests. 

1894 

1895 

1896189411895  1896 

1 1 

1894 

18951896 

1 

1894 

1895 

1896 

18941895  1896 

1 

05  1 

CO 

f-H  | 

1895 

1896 

Kettlewell  . . 

2 

10 

3 

3 

1 

40-0 

100 

75-0 

60-0  . . 

25-0 

Gargrave .... 

25 

24 

35 

1 

. . 

2 

1 

1 

89-2 

96-0 

97-2 

3-5  .. 

7-1 

4-0 

2-7 

Barnoldswick. 

56 

65 

69 

5 

2 

2 

4 

2 

2 

86-1 

94-2 

94-5 

7-6;  2-8 

2-7 

6-1 

2-8 

2-7 

*Kildwick  .... 

74 

86 

72 

10 

8 

2 

3 

3 

5 

85-4 

88-6 

91-1 

11-41  8-2 

2-5 

3-4 

3-0 

6-3 

^Skipton  .... 

29 

47 

40 

4 

6 

5 

1 

5 

2 

85-2 

81-0 

85-1 

11-7  10-3 

10-6 

2-9 

8-6 

4-2 

Addin  gham.  . 

46 

68 

56 

1 

8 

3 

1 

97-8 

86’0 

98-2 

2-1  10-1 

3-7 

1-7 

Grassington... 

23 

23 

17 

1 

2 

3 

1 

1 

85-1 

88-4  94-4 

3-6  7-6 

11-1 

3-8 

5-5 

Totals.  . . . 

255 

323 

292 

25 

26 

10 

13 

15 

12 

87-0 

88-7  92-9 

7-5  7-1 

3-1 

4-4 

4-1 

3-8 

* Exclusive  of  the  Township  of  Silsden.  J Exclusive  of  the  Township  of  Skipton. 


It  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  the  number  of  uncertified  deaths  is  the  smallest  annual 
number  on  record,  and  amounts  to  only  3-l  of  the  total  deaths.  Half  of  them  occurred 
in  the  Skipton  Sub-District.  The  causes  assigned  for  the  uncertified  deaths  were  as 
follows  : — One  each  from  “ Heart  disease,”  “Probably  Heart  disease,”  “ Heart  disease,”  and 
Asthma,”  and  “ Weak  Heart ;”  “ Bronchitis  and  Convulsions,”  “ Supposed  Convulsions,” 
and  “ Convulsions  ;”  “ Old  Age,”  “ Apoplexy,”  and  “ Natural  Causes.” 

TABLE  IV. 


Table  showing  the  mortality  from  certain  classes  of  diseases,  and  proportions  to 
population  and  to  1000  deaths,  for  1894,  1895,  and  1896. 


Total  Deaths. 

Deaths  per  1000 
of 

Population. 

Proportion  of 
deaths  to  1000 
deaths. 

1894 

1895 

1896 

18941895 

1896 

1894 

1895 

1896 

1. 

Seven  Principal  Zymotic  Diseases . . 

15 

29 

28 

0-7 

1-4 

1-3 

51-1 

79-6 

85-8 

2. 

Pulmonary  Diseases  (other  than  1 
Phthisis) ( 

62 

71 

66 

3-0 

3-4 

3-1 

211 

195 

203 

3. 

Tubercular  Diseases  

28 

29 

26 

1-3 

1-4 

1-2 

95-5 

79-6 

80-0 

4. 

Wasting  Diseases  of  Infants 

17 

30 

19 

0-8 

1-4 

0-9 

58-0 

82-4 

58-4 

5. 

Convulsive  Diseases  of  Infants  .... 

15 

20 

17 

0-7 

0-9 

0-8 

51-1 

54-9 

52-3 

NOTES. 

1.  Includes  Smallpox,  Measles,  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough,  Fever, 
and  Diarrhoea  and  Dysentery. 

3.  Includes  Phthisis,  Scrofula,  Rickets,  and  Tabes. 

4.  Includes  Marasmus,  Atrophy,  Debility,  Want  of  Breast-milk,  and  Premature 
Birth. 

5.  Includes  Hydrocephalus,  Infantile  Meningitis,  Convulsions,  and  Teething. 

It  will  be  seen  that  there  is  a slight  decrease  from  last  year  in  the  number  of  deaths 
returned  under  each  of  the  above  classes  of  disease,  the  greatest  reduction  being  in  the 
case  of  wasting  diseases  of  infants. 
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TABLE  V. 


Table  showing  the  number  of  deaths  from  the  seven  principal  Zymotic  diseases  in  the 
years  1888  to  1896,  and  the  proportion  of  deaths  to  1,000  deaths  in  1894,  1895,  and  1896: — 


Diseases. 

1888 

1889 

1890 

1891 

1892 

1893 

1894 

Proportion  of  deaths  to 

1000  deaths  in  1894. 

1895 

Proportion  of  deaths  to 

1000  deaths  in  1895. 

1896 

l 

Proportion  of  deaths  to 

1000  deaths  in  1896. 

Smallpox  

1 

... 

Measles  

11 

3 

5 

15 

1 

2 

6-8 

4 

10  9 

2 

6-1 

Scarlet  Fever 

7 

2 

2 

3 

4 

1 

2 Croup 

1 

Croup. 

34 

1 

4 Croup 

2-7 

i 

4 Croup 

3-0 

Diphtheria 

1 

1 

4 

4 

3 

2 

6-8 

l 

13-7 

8 

24-5 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

3 

3 

3 

2 

13 

1 

1 

3-4 

10 

27-4 

8 

24-5 

Fever  

3 

8 

4 

2 

2 

2 

3 

10-2 

1 

27 

6 

18-4 

Diarrhoea  

6 

6 

1 

10 

6 

2 

3 

6 

20-4 

8 

22-9 

3 

9-1 

Totals  

32 

23 

28 

33 

26 

10 

15 

51-1 

29 

79  6 

28 

85-8 

Twenty-eight  deaths  were  returned  tinder  the  head  of  Zymotic  disease,  as  compared 
with  29  last  year,  and  15  in  1894.  The  death  from  scarlet  fever  occurred  iu  the  Joint 
Hospital  at  Skipton,  but  was  that  of  a child  belonging  to  the  Rural  District.  This  is 
equivalent  to  a zymotic  rate  of  1'3  per  1,000  living,  as  compared  with  1-4  last  year,  and  0-7 
in  1894. 


TABLE  YI. 


Table  showing  the  population,  births,  deaths,  birth-rate,  death-rate,  and  percentage 
of  deaths,  at  certain  ages  and  for  certain  diseases,  in  each  Sub-District  of  the  Union 
during  1896:  — 


Annual  Rate 
per  1000  living. 

1—1 

u 

© 

Percentage  of  deaths  under  1 
year  to  registered  births. 

u 

© 

Percentage  of  deaths  of  per- 
sons aged  60  and  upwards 
to  total  deaths. 

Percentage  of  deaths 
to  total  deaths. 

Sub-District. 

Population. 

Births. 

Deaths.  * 

Births. 

Deaths.  * 

Deaths  from  7 principal 
Zymotic  Diseases. 

Percentage  of  deaths  unt 
year  to  total  deaths. 

Percentage  of  deaths  uni 
years  to  total  deaths 

From  Violence. 

Phthisis. 

Bronchitis,  Pneumonia, 
Pleurisy. 

Heart  Disease. 

TC  p.t,  tl  ft  wftll 

672 

15 

4 

22-3 

5*9 

1-4 

o< 

o 

o 

13-3 

50-0 

25-0 

Gargrave  

2248 

47 

36 

20-9 

16-0 

0-8 

27-7 

21-2 

44-4 

30-5 

2-7 

22-2 

1M 

Barnoldswick  .... 

3868 

133 

73 

34-4 

18-8 

2-0 

00 

r-H 

9-7 

31-5 

28-7 

2-7 

9-5 

16-4 

10-9 

**Kildwick  

6028 

151 

79 

25-0 

13-1 

0-8 

18-9 

9-9 

24-0 

37-9 

6-3 

2-5 

26-5 

10-1 

fSkipton  

3247 

88 

47 

27T 

14-4 

1*2 

to 
►— * 

to 

11-3 

36T 

31-9 

2-1 

6-3 

21-2 

6-3 

Addingham  ...... 

3168 

92 

57 

29-0 

17-9 

to 

to 

17-5 

10-8 

28-0 

33-3 

1-7 

12-2 

15-7 

8-7 

Grassington  

1469 

26 

18 

17-6 

12-2 

0-6 

5-5 

3-8 

5-5 

55-5 

5-5 

5-5 

16-6 

11-1 

Skipton  Rural  ) 
Sanitary  District  i 

20,700 

552 

+325 

26-6 

15-7 

1-3 

18-7 

11-0 

28-9 

34-4 

3-3 

6-4 

20-3 

9-8 

**  Excluding  Silsden  District.  * Deaths  in  Workhouse  not  included, 

f Excluding  Skipton  Township.  j Including  deaths  in  Workhouse. 


' 
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In  comparing  the  Sub -Districts,  the  highest  death-rate  is  found  in  Barnoldswick 
(18-8),  Addingham  coming  next  -with  17-8.  In  Gargrave  and  Barnoldswick  only  is  the 
death-rate  higher  than  last  year.  The  highest  infant-mortality  rate  is  found  in  Gargrave, 
and  the  highest  zymotic  rate  in  Addingham  (2-2),  Barnoldswick  being  next  with  2-0. 

PREVALENCE  OF  ZYMOTIC  DISEASE. 

During  the  past  year  126  certificates  under  the  Infectious  Diseases  (Notification)  Act, 
1889,  were  received,  as  compared  with  86  last  year,  and  123  in  1894.  Of  these  63  were 
cases  of  scarlet  fever. 

Measles.— Two  deaths  only  were  returned  from  this  cause,  as  compared  with  four  last 
year.  The  disease  was  prevalent  at  Carleton  in  January,  at  Gargrave  in  September,  and  at 
Rylstone  in  November,  and  one  death  occurred  in  each  of  the  former  places,  and  in  each 
instance  I had  to  recommend  the  closing  of  the  schools  for  a time.  Measles  is  not  included 
under  the  Notification  Act  in  force,  and  individual  cases  are  not  reported. 

Scarlatina. — Only  one  death  was  registered  from  this  disease.  It  occurred  in  the 
Skipton  Joint  Hospital,  and  was  that  of  a case  which  was  removed  from  Embsay.  In  all, 
63  cases  were  notified  during  the  year,  and  of  these  24  were  males  and  39  females ; 16  were 
under  and  47  over  five  years  of  age.  Of  these  no  less  than  39  occurred  at  Embsay,  but 
these  were  spread  out  throughout  the  year  as  follows  : — 6 cases  in  January,  7 in  February, 
6 in  March,  3 in  April,  2 in  May,  3 in  August,  7 in  September,  4 in  October,  and  1 in 
December.  Of  the  39  cases,  22  were  removed  to  the  hospital,  and  three  other  Embsay  cases 
were  in  the  hospital  at  the  beginning  of  the  year.  I had  to  recommend  the  closing  of  the 
National  and  British  Schools  here  during  February  and  March,  and  the  Sunday  Schools 
were  also  closed,  but  it  is  highly  probable  that  other  cases  occurred  which  were  not  notified 
to  account  for  the  more  or  less  continuous  presence  of  the  disease  throughout  the  year,  in 
spite  of  the  precautions  that  were  taken.  The  disease  was  exceedingly  mild  in  type,  and 
would  probably  escape  recognition. 

The  next  most  important  outbreak  occurred  at  Eshton  Hall  in  February,  where  14 
adult  domestic  servants  were  attacked,  the  throat  symptoms  being  most  prominent,  it  being 
thought  at  first  that  the  cases  would  prove  to  be  diphtheria.  This,  however,  was  negatived 
by  bacteriological  examination.  This  outbreak  formed  the  subject  of  a special  report,  to 
which  I must  refer  you  for  further  details.  Some  of  the  cases  were  severe  in  type,  but  all 
recovered.  The  source  of  infection  was  not  actually  traced,  but  it  appears  most  probable 
that  the  disease  was  imported  from  Skipton.  The  marked  incidence  on  the  throats 
suggested  drain  influence,  and  this  suspicion  was  amply  justified  bn  the  drains  being  tested 
by  the  smoke  test,  and  opened  out. 

Other  isolated  outbreaks  occurred  throughout  the  year  as  follows: — At  Kettlewell,  2 in 
February  and  1 in  March ; at  Cowling,  2 in  February  and  1 in  May ; at  Earby  and 
Kelbrook,  1 each  in  March ; at  Crosshills,  1 in  September ; and  at  Lothersdale,  1 in 
December.  In  all  instances  precautions  were  given  and  disinfectants  supplied. 

Diphtheria. — Four  deaths  were  returned  from  this  cause,  and  in  all  12  cases  were 
notified  during  the  year.  Of  these,  8 occurred  in  Addingham,  and  6 of  these  took  place  in 
February,  when  there  was  an  outbreak  in  Crag  View.  Although  those  attacked  did  not  all 
live  in  Crag  View,  they  were  all  associated  with  the  same  probable  source  of  infection. 
The  drain  in  this  row  of  houses  was  of  stone,  and  was  found  on  examination  to  fall  the 
wrong  way,  and  to  be  completely  blocked  with  sewage,  and  the  slopstone  drains  were 
connected  therewith,  and  bad  smells  complained  of.  This  drainage  was  taken  up  and 
relaid  in  proper  sanitary  pipes,  and  connected  with  the  new  sewerage  system,  and  the 
slopstone  pipes  properly  disconnected  and  trapped.  One  death  occurred  at  Crag  View,  and 
was  returned  as  “membranous  croup.”  A single  case  which  terminated  fatally  in  a girl  of 
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5 years  occurred  in  January,  in  Blacksmith’s  Fold,  Addingham.  Here,  too,  the  drainage 
was  of  stone,  and  very  unsatisfactory.  A single  non -fatal  case  occurred  in  August  at 
Springfield  Mount,  but  here  no  insanitary  condition  was  found.  A death  was  returned  in 
January  of  a man  aged  43,  at  Dotcliffe,  Kelbrook,  who  was  attacked  in  December  of  last 
year,  and  the  particulars  of  the  case  were  given  in  last  year’s  report.  A fatal  case 
occurred  in  a girl  of  4 at  Lothersdale  in  January.  This  case  was  associated  with  one 
which  took  place  at  the  end  of  last  year,  and  the  death  was  returned  from  “tracheotomy 
and  pneumonia.”  At  this  house  the  slopstone  pipe  was  connected  with  the  drains  and 
untrapped. 

A death  occurred  at  Hartlington  Bailees  in  an  isolated  farm-house  in  May,  that  of  a 
girl  of  9 years.  No  fault  was  found  with  the  drainage,  but  the  water  supply  was  very 
defective  and  liable  to  pollution.  An  attempt  was  made  to  get  the  owners  of  scattered 
farms  in  the  locality  to  combine  and  obtain  a proper  water  supply,  but  hitherto  without 
result. 

Three  cases  of  a mild  character  occurred  in  two  houses  at  Burnsall  in  June  and  July. 
There  appeared  to  have  been  a prevalence  of  sore  throat  among  the  children  at  school  just 
before  it  was  closed  for  the  summer  holidays.  No  insanitary  conditions  were  found  on  the 
premises,  and  the  school  was  disinfected  before  re-opening. 

Membranous  Croup. — Four  deaths  were  returned  under  this  head,  one  of  which  has 
already  been  referred  to  above.  The  first  of  them  occurred  in  Albert-street,  Earby,  in 
February,  in  a child  of  2 years.  Another  non -fatal  case  occurred  in  Aspen -lane,  Earby,  in 
March,  in  a child  of  3.  The  house  was  a very  dirty  one.  Two  cases  were  notified  in 
Gargrave  in  February  and  April,  in  children  of  2 and  1 year  respectively,  and  in  the  latter 
case  death  ensued  after  tracheotomy.  In  neither  instance  was  any  insanitary  condition 
found.  The  last  case  was  one  in  a child  of  5 years,  which  ended  fatally  at  Dotcliffe  in 
December. 

Typhoid  Fever. — Six  deaths  were  registered  from  typhoid  fever,  and  in  all  23  cases 
were  notified  during  the  year.  Of  these,  12  cases  and  3 of  the  deaths  occurred  in  Adding- 
ham. The  first  case,  mild  in  character,  took  place  in  January  in  Blacksmith’s  Fold,  Adding- 
ham, in  a man  of  25.  Another  case,  of  a doubtful  nature,  occurred  in  January,  in  a boy  of 
11,  in  Main -street.  Here  no  insanitary  condition  was  found.  In  February  a girl  of  12, 
living  in  Blacksmith’s  Fold,  was  attacked  and  died,  and  her  mother,  who  nursed  her,  con- 
tracted the  disease  and  also  died.  There  were  no  slopstones  in  these  houses,  but  the  house- 
slops  were  poured  into  grates  outside  connected  with  old  stone  drains,  which  were  in  very 
bad  condition.  The  drainage  of  this  property  has  since  been  relaid  and  connected  with  the 
new  sewerage  system.  Another  mild  case  occurred  in  a lad  living  in  this  Fold  early  in 
March.  Two  cases  were  notified  in  one  house  in  Stockinger  Lane  in  May,  in  young  men  of 
26  and  27  years.  Here  the  house  drains  were  old  and  of  rubble,  and  the  slopstone  pipe 
was  disconnected  over  an  open  drain,  which  smelt  badly.  Complaints  were  also  made  of 
the  smells  from  other  drains  in  the  neighbourhood,  which  were  being  unearthed  in  the 
carrying  out  of  the  new  sewerage  scheme.  In  July,  four  cases  occurred  in  two  houses  (two 
in  each  house)  at  Low  Mill,  Addingham,  their  respective  ages  being  7,  12,  19,  and  16 
years,  that  of  a girl  of  16  ending  fatally.  In  these  houses  there  are  no  slopstones,  but 
grates  outside  connected  with  old  stone  drains,  and  smells  from  these  are  occasionally 
complained  of.  Unfortunately  the  sewerage  of  this  property  is  not  dealt  with  in  the  new 
scheme,  as  it  is  situated  at  too  low  a level  to  deliver  on  to  the  sewage  farm.  The  sewerage 
of  this  property  should  be  dealt  with  by  a small  separate  scheme.  Another  single  case  in  a 
girl  of  16  occurred  here  in  November. 

Three  cases  were  reported  in  one  house  in  children  of  10,  7,  and  12  years  respectively, 
at  Bell  Busk  in  February  and  March.  The  house  was  a back-to-back  house,  but  no  other 
insanitary  condition  was  found.  Two  single  cases  of  mild  character  occurred  in  children  at 
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Earbyin  January  and  February.  Two  other  single  cases  in  adults  were  notified  at  Embsay 
in  September  and  October,  and  no  clue  to  their  origin  was  discoverable.  A death  was 
returned  of  a man  aged  30  at  Oononley  in  March.  The  house  was  a back-to-back,  the 
drains  were  of  stone  and  the  slopstone  pipe  connected,  and  this  was  altered.  An  isolated  r 
case  occurred  in  a young  man  at  Gledstone  Gardens  in  May.  The  case  recovered,  and  no 
insanitary  condition  was  found.  Two  other  isolated  cases  which  ended  fatally  occurred, 
one  at  Yockenth waite,  Buckden,  in  August  in  a man  of  32,  and  the  other  at  Cowling  in 
September  in  a man  of  26.  In  neither  instance  was  any  clue  to  the  origin  of  the  disease 
obtained.  In  all  cases  precautions  were  given  and  disinfectants  supplied,  but  in  the  absence 
of  hospital  accommodation  the  cases  had  to  be  treated  at  their  own  houses. 

Puerperal  Fever. — One  death  was  returned  from  this  cause  at  Carleton  in  January 
in  a woman  of  29.  No  nuisance  was  found  on  the  premises.  A case  was  notified  at 
Cowling  in  December.  The  house  drain  here  was  of  stone  and  the  slopstone  pipe  directly 
connected  therewith,  and  this  was  subsequently  altered. 

Whooping  Cough. — Eight  deaths  were  registered  from  whooping  cough.  This  disease 
was  prevalent  at  Thornton -in -Craven  in  February,  and  at  Kelbrook  in  September,  and  I 
had  in  consequence  to  recommend  that  the  schools  should  be  closed.  Whooping  cough  is 
not  notified  under  the  Act  in  force,  and  individual  cases  are  not  reported. 

Diarrhoea. — Only  three  deaths  were  returned  under  this  head.  Two  were  those  of 
infants  and  occurred  at  Earby  in  September.  The  other  was  that  of  a child  of  five  years 
at  Coates  in  August. 

Erysipelas. — No  death  was  returned  from  erysipelas,  but  20  cases  were  notified 
during  the  year.  Of  these  6 were  males  and  14  females,  and  all  were  adults. 

Influenza. — Only  three  deaths  were  registered  as  due  to  influenza  and  its  complica- 
tions, as  compared  with  17  last  year.  They  occurred  one  each  in  March,  May,  and  August. 

Common  Lodging-Houses,  Slaughter-Houses,  &c. — The  common  lodging-houses 
and  slaughter-houses , which  are  duly  registered,  are  regularly  inspected  and  fairly  well 
kept.  No  instance  of  overcrowding  has  been  reported.  No  instance  of  unsound  meat 
exposed  for  sale  has  come  to  my  knowledge  during  the  year.  Legal  proceedings  have  only 
been  necessary  in  one  instance  already  reported.  Under  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milk- 
shops  Order,  1886,  93  dairies  and  cowsheds  have  been  duly  registered,  and  an  Inspector 
has  been  appointed. 

53  Canal  Boats  have  been  inspected  by  Mr.  Jonathan  Rider,  the  Inspector  under  the 
Act,  and  their  sanitary  condition  was  found  to  be  satisfactory. 


18 


TABLE  VII. 

INSPECTOR’S  REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  WORK,  &c., 
Completed  in  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1896. 


SUB-DISTRICT  OF 

ra> 

£ 

6 

r* 

p 

CO 

2 

O 

3 

rt 

be 

s 

O 

43 

bo 

43 

s 

bo 

S-i 

O 

u 

£ 

2 

O 

.£ 

,r3 

*CO 

CO 

c3 

►i 

< 

M 

S 

w 

5 

53 

<i 

o 

Eh 

Number  of  Complaints  received 

1 

4 

i 

o 

3 

11 

House  Drains  Repaired,  Cleansed,  &c 

l 

148 

74 

6 

88 

1 

318 

,,  Trapped  and  Ventilated  

i 

171 

53 

24 

137 

4 

390 

Privies  and  Water  Closets  Repaired,  Cleansed,  &c. . . 

3 

4 

1 

1 

9 

Water  Closets  provided  

9 

11 

5 

3 

28 

Slop  Water  Closets  provided  

91 

65 

2 

40 

198 

Privies  and  Tanks  Abolished 

72 

29 

2 

36 

139 

Privies  Provided  

l 

2 

3 

Water  supply,  Houses  provided  with 

1 

3 

4 

Ashpits,  new  provided 

136 

59 

2 

1 

198 

,,  Repaired,  Covered,  &c 

7 

14 

1 

1 

23 

Number  of  Ashpits  ordered  to  be  emptied 

7 

4 

5 

16 

Removal  of  Accumulation  of  Dung,  Stagnant  i 

o 

q 

q 

q 

Q 

Water,  Animal  and  other  Refuse  ) 

L 

o 

o 

o 

O 

O 

LL 

Removal  of  Animals  improperly  kept  

2 

2 

Filthy  Houses  ordered  to  be  Cleansed  

i 

1 

Slopstone  Wastepipes  Trapped  

i 

37 

15 

45 

1 

99 

Total  Number  of  Summonses,  or  other  Legal  ) 

Proceedings  ) 

1 

1 

Schools  Disinfected  

l 

1 

2 

Common  Lodging  Houses  Inspected 

2 

2 

Slaughter  Houses  Inspected  

3 

6 

8 

5 

5 

2 

29 

Urinals  provided  

3 

2 

5 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds  (under  Inspection) 

93 

Settling  Tanks  provided  

1 

1 

Flushing  Tanks 

2 

2 

Plans  approved 

42 

41 

7 

3 

2 

95 

Plans  disapproved 

10 

5 

1 

1 

17 

ASCOUGH  RODWELL,  A.S.I., 
HENRY  SWIRE,  A.S.I., 


Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 


The  following  matters  are  requiring  the  attention  of  this  Council  : — 

1.  — To  take  steps  to  improve  the  water  supplies  of  Buckden  and  Halton  East,  and  to  carry 

out  the  schemes  for  Kettlewell  and  Appletreewiek. 

2.  — To  complete  the  sewerage  of  Carleton,  Bradley,  and  Embsay,  and  to  carry  out  the 

schemes  for  Cononley  and  Salterforth. 

3. — To  prepare  schemes  for  the  proper  sewerage  of  Cowling,  Farnhill,  and  Hebden. 

4. — To  undertake  by  contract  the  proper  scavenging  of  Thornton,  Earby,  and  Kelbrook. 

5.  — The  provision  (under  the  Public  Health  (Interments)  Act,  1879,  or  otherwise)  of  further 

burial  accommodation  for  the  townships  of  Glusburn,  Kildwick,  Farnhill,  and  for 
Salterforth. 

6.  — To  carry  out  the  combined  scheme  of  hospital-provision  for  which  plans  have  been 

prepared. 

FRANCIS  E.  ATKINSON,  L.R.C.P.  ^London),  M.R.C.S., 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

To  the  Skipton  Rural  District  Council. 

February,  1897. 
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TABLE  OF  DEATHS  during  the  year  1896,  in  the  Rural  Sanitary  District  of  SKIPTON,  classified  according  to  Diseases,  Ages,  and 
Localities,  and  showing  also  the  population  of  such  Localities,  and  the  Births  therein  during  the  year. 
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Rural  Sanitary  District  of  Skipton ; classified  according  to  Diseases,  Ages,  and  Localities. 
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RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


KEIGHLEY 


RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  the  Year  1896. 


Area,  7,988  Acres;  Bateable  Value  (1896),  <£22,734;  Inhabited  Houses 
(1871),  1,140;  (1881),  1,166;  (1891),  1,279 ; Population  enumerated 
(1871),  5,519;  (1881),  5,416;  (1891),  5,756;  ( Estimated  1896),  5,926. 


Inspection  of  District. — All  parts  of  the  District  have  been  visited  and  inspected 
during  the  past  year,  with  more  or  less  frequency  as  circumstances  required,  by  myself  and 
the  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 

Sanitary  Condition  and  Progress — Water  Supply. — The  village  of  Steeton  was 
supplied  with  water  by  the  Sanitary  Authority  in  1879,  and  this  was  subsequently 
extended  to  Eastburn.  Sutton  and  Sutton  Mill,  and  East  Morton  are  supplied  by  private 
companies,  and  Morton  Banks  by  the  principal  property  owners.  Outlying  farms  and 
groups  of  houses  obtain  their  supply  from  springs  and  running  streams.  No  extension  of 
water  mains  has  been  laid  this  year. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage. — The  main  sewerage  works  for  the  villages  of  Sutton, 
Sutton  Mill,  and  Eastburn  were  practically  completed  as  far  as  the  main  sewers  are  con- 
cerned, and  during  the  past  year  the  private  house  connections  have  been  made  and  are 
almost  complete.  At  Steeton,  an  extension  of  main  sewer  in  connection  with  the  sewerage 
scheme  has  been  laid  this  year,  from  St.  Stephen’s  Road  to  new  property  adjoining  the 
cemetery,  consisting  of  87  yards  of  9-inch,  and  47  yards  of  8-inch  pipes,  with  three  man- 
holes; and  another  of  157  yards  of  8 -inch  pipes,  with  two  manholes.  In  connection  with 
the  Morton  sewerage,  in  February  the  District  Council  accepted  the  offer  of  land  belonging 
to  Messrs.  W.  and  B.  Woodhead,  containing  8a.  2r.  5p.,  for  the  sum  of  £1,300,  and  Messrs. 
B.  Hopkinson  & Co.  were  instructed  to  prepare  a scheme  for  East  and  West  Morton  for 
this  disposal  site.  These  plans  were  submitted  and  approved  by  the  Council  at  a special 
meeting  on  April  14th,  and  application  was  made  to  the  Local  Government  Board  for 
sanction  to  borrow  £7,000  for  carrying  out  the  work.  In  July  an  application  was  made  to 
the  District  Council  by  Mr.  W.  Merrall,  for  an  extension  of  the  sewerage  scheme  at  East 
Morton,  so  as  to  provide  for  his  mill  and  cottages.  This  was  granted,  and  it  was  decided 
to  apply  for  a further  loan  of  £500  for  this  purpose.  The  Local  Government  Board 
Inquiry  was  held  on  August  20th,  under  G.  W.  Wilcocks,  Esq.,  M.I.C.E.  A letter  was 
received  in  November  from  the  Local  Government  Board  suggesting  certain  modifications 
and  amendments  in  the  scheme  before  sanction.  These  have  been  complied  with,  and 
sanction  is  now  awaited.  In  other  parts  the  private  drainage  of  the  older  property  is  of 
rubble,  except  where  it  has  been  altered,  and  the  drains  to  all  new  buildings  are  properly 
laid  in  sanitary  pipes. 
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Excrement  and  Refuse  Disposal. — The  privy-midden  is  the  form  of  excrement 
disposal  chiefly  in  use  throughout  the  District.  The  older  ones  are  mostly  uncovered,  but 
those  of  modern  erection  are  constructed  upon  proper  principles.  A number  of  Duckett’s 
slopwater  closets  have  been  put  in  at  Steeton,  and  35  have  been  put  in  at  Sutton  Mill,  and 
8 at  Sutton,  during  the  year.  The  Sanitary  Authority  does  not  undertake  the  removal  of 
refuse,  but  has  adopted  bye-laws  assimilated  to  the  models  imposing  this  duty  upon  the 
householders.  In  1892  the  Authority  obtained  Urban  Powers  under  Sec.  45  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1875,  and  provided  a public  tip  at  Sutton.  Difficulty  is  experienced  in  getting 
rid  of  the  refuse,  and  receptacles  are  not  emptied  as  frequently  as  they  should  be.  It 
would  be  more  satisfactory  if  the  Authority  either  undertook  this  work  or  let  by  contract. 
At  the  June  meeting  a circular  letter  was  received  from  the  County  Council  on  the 
subject  of  public  scavenging,  directing  attention  to  the  powers  contained  in  Section  42  of 
the  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  and  urging  their  application  in  the  Council’s  District.  The 
Disti’ict  Council  replied  that  owing  to  the  widely  scattei’ed  nature  of  the  District  they  did 
not  consider  the  application  of  Section  42  useful. 

Bye-Laws  and  Urban  Powers. — This  Authority  possesses  bye-laws  with  respect  to 
“ New  Streets  and  Buildings,”  “ Slaughter  Houses,”  “ Common  Lodging-houses,”  and 
the  “ Cleansing  of  Footways,  Privies,  Cesspools,  &c.,”  and  these  are  assimilated  to  the 
Model  Bye-laws.  It  is  also  in  possession  of  Urban  Powers  under  Section  45  and  under 
Sections  1G0  and  161  (1st  paragraph)  for  the  whole  District,  and  under  Section  171  (sub- 
sect.  4)  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  for  the  township  of  Steeton.  In  1894  the 
Sanitary  Authority  undertook  the  naming  of  streets  and  numbering  of  the  houses  in 
Steeton  and  Sutton,  but  this  has  not  yet  been  done  in  Morton.  A series  of  regulations 
under  the  “ Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops  Order  of  1886,”  was  issued  in  1889,  and 
the  premises  have  been  duly  registered  and  inspected.  In  November  the  District  Council 
decided  to  amend  the  Bye-law  No.  25  in  respect  to  “ New  Streets  and  Buildings,”  to  read 
as  follows : — “ No  party  or  divisional  wall  shall  be  less  in  thickness  than  8 inches  for  a 
stone  wall,  and  9 inches  for  a brick  wall.”  The  sanction  to  this  by  the  Local  Government 
Board  has  been  asked. 

“Infectious  Diseases  (Prevention)  Act,  1890.” — After  notice  given  at  the 
previous  meeting,  this  Act  was  adopted,  with  the  exception  of  sec.  15,  on  March  31st,  and 
came  into  operation  on  June  1st  last. 

Hospital  Provision:  Keighley  and  Bingley  Joint  Hospital  Board. — On 
April  14th  last,  a Local  Government  Board  Inquiry  was  held  at  Oxenhope,  under  Dr. 
E.  W.  Barry,  with  reference  to  the  extension  of  the  Keighley  and  Bingley  Joint  Hospital 
Disti’ict  by  the  inclusion  of  the  Oakworth  Urban  and  Oxenhope  Urban  Districts,  and  to  fix 
the  apportionate  share  in  the  scheme,  and  representation  on  the  Joint  Board.  This  being 
agreed  upon,  a new  Provisional  Order  was  issued  by  the  Local  Government  Board  con- 
stituting the  new  Joint  Board,  and  this  was  subsequently  confirmed  by  Parliament.  It  is 
satisfactory  to  note,  that  this  Board  now  includes  all  the  Authorities  originally  intended  to 
be  included  in  this  Joint  Hospital  Scheme.  During  the  past  year  the  buildings  in 
connection  with  this  Hospital  (with  the  exception  of  the  Typhoid  Fever  Pavilion)  have 
been  completed,  and  furnished,  and  the  grounds  laid  out  and  planted,  and  the  Hospital 
is  now  ready  for  opening.  The  New  Joint  Hospital  Board  has  this  year  acquired  an 
additional  site,  having  an  area  of  about  seven  acres  on  the  North-East  of,  and  above  the 
present  Hospital  site,  the  upper  portion  of  this  to  be  used  for  the  purpose  of  a Smallpox 
Hospital.  A provisional  agreement  has  been  entered  into  for  the  purchase  of  this  land 
for  £1,000,  and  it  is  intended  to  remove  and  re-erect  on  this  the  existing  temporary 
Smallpox  Hospital.  An  application  for  sanction  to  a loan  for  the  purchase  of  the  land 
will  shortly  be  made  to  the  Local  Government  Board. 
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Population. — At  the  census  of  1871,  the  population  was  5,519,  living  in  1,140  houses ; 
and  that  of  1881  was  5,416,  living  in  1,166  houses.  At  the  census  of  1891  it  was  found 
to  be  5,756,  living  in  1,279  houses,  or  an  increase  of  340.  I have  estimated  it  up  to  the 
middle  of  1896  to  be  5,926,  living  in  1,276  houses,  or  an  average  of  4-3  per  house.  The 
population  is  distributed  among  the  three  townships  as  follows: — Morton,  2,214;  Steeton- 
cum-Eastburn,  1,732;  and  Sutton,  1,980. 

Births. — The  total  births  registered  were  119  in  number  (65  males  and  54  females). 
This  is  an  increase  of  5 upon  last  year,  and  is  equivalent  to  an  annual  birth-rate  of  20-0 
per  1,000,  as  compared  with  19 -3  last  year  and  20T  in  1894.  The  births  were  distributed 
as  follows  : — Morton,  44  ; Steeton-cum-Eastburn,  37  ; Sutton,  38  ; giving  respective  birth- 
rates of  15-3,  21-3,  and  19T  for  the  three  townships.  The  natural  increase  to  the  popula- 
tion is  36. 

Deaths. — The  total  deaths  returned  were  83  in  number  (40  males  and  43  females). 
This  is  a decrease  of  7 upon  last  year,  and  is  equivalent  to  a death-rate  of  14-0  per  1,000 
living,  as  compared  with  15*2  .last  year  and  12T  in  1894.  The  deaths  were  distributed  as 
follows: — Morton,  27;  Steeton-cum-Eastburn,  26;  and  Sutton,  30;  giving  respective 
death-rates  of  12T,  15-0,  and  15T. 


The  deaths  occun-ing  during  each  quarter  for  the  last  12  years  were  as  follows: — 


1st  Quarter. 

2nd  Quarter. 

3rd  Quarter. 

4th  Quarter. 

1885  . . . 

19  

31  

20  

29 

1886  . . . 

22  

18  

23  

27 

1887  . . . 

18  

25  

17  

28 

1888  . . . 

20  

21  

13  

24 

1889  ... 

13  

13  

22  

19 

1890  . . . 

40  

46  

26  

24 

1891  ... 

17  

29  

27  

23 

1892  . . . 

18  

22  

20  

17 

1893  . . . 

27  

14  

22  

23 

1894  . . . 

14  

20  

15  

23 

1895  ... 

47  

20  

14  

10 

1896  . . . 

19  

22  

19  

23 

MORTALITY  AS  TO  AGE. 


Morton. 

Steeton- 

cum- 

Eastburn. 

Sutton. 

Total. 

Deaths  under  1 year 

4 

4 

6 

14 

„ over  1 and  under  5 . . 

1 

1 

2 

„ „ 5 „ 15.. 

2 

1 

3 

„ ,,  15  ,,  25 . . 

1 

1 

5 

7 

,,  „ 25  „ 60.  . 

9 

11 

8 

28 

j)  60 

11 

9 

9 

29 

At  all  ages  

27 

26 

30 

83 
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TABLES  A and  B. 

Tables  of  the  Mortality  and  Sickness  in  the  Rural  Sanitary  District  of  Keighley  for 
the  twelve  calendar  months  ending  December  31st,  1890  : — 


NAME  OF  DISEASE. 

(a)  total  deaths  registered  in  the 

DISTRICT. 

Morton. 

Steeton-cum- 

Eastburn. 

Sutton. 

Keighley 

R.S.D. 

— 5 means  under  5 years  of  age 

+ 5 means  over  5 years  of  age j 

— 5 

+ 5 

—5 

+ 5 

—5 

+ 5 

—5 

+ 5 

Smallpox  .... 

Measles  .... 

Scarlatina  . . 

Diphtheria  . . 

Croup  (not  “ spasmodic  ”) 

Whooping  Cough  

2 

1 

2 

1 

“ Continued  ” _ 
Fevers. 

fTyohus  

Enteric  or  Typhoid 

1 

1 

Of  other  or  doubtful  . . . . 

Diarrhoea  and  Dysentery 

1 

1 

Cholera  .... 

Rheumatic  Fever  

Erysipelas  . . 

1 

1 

2 

Pyaemia  .... 

Puerperal  Fever 

Ague  

Phthisis  .... 

1 

i. 

3 

5 

Bronchitis,  Pneumonia,  and  Pleurisy  .... 

2 

7 

2 

3 

1 

4 

5 

14 

Heai’t  Disease 

3 

3 

6 

Injuries  .... 

2 

2 

4 

Diseases  not  named  above 

2 

7 

2 

14 

4 

11 

8 

32 

Influenza  .... 

1 

1 

2 

Total  

4 

23 

5 

21 

7 

23 

16 

67 

5 


TABLE  B. 


NAME  OF  DISEASE. 

(b)  INFECTIOUS  SICKNESS. 

Morton. 

Steeton- 

CUM- 

Eastburn. 

Sutton. 

Keighley 

R.S.D. 

— 5 means  under  5 years  of  age ) 

+ 5 means  over  5 years  of  age  ) 

—5 

+ 5 

—5 

+ 5 

— 5 

+ 5 

—5 

+ 5 

Smallpox  . 

Scarlatina 

1 

3 

3 

1 

Diphtheria 

Membranous  Croup  

' Typhus  

Enteric  or  Typhoid 

3 

2 

5 

Fevers  . . < 

Continued  

Relapsing  

^Puerperal  

1 

1 

Cholera  . 

Erysipelas 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

5 

Total  

1 

6 

3 

4 

2 

4 

12 

TABLE  I. 


Table  showing  the  estimated  population,  births,  and  deaths,  for  the  years  1885-96 
inclusive,  with  average  for  period  of  ten  years  1878-87  : — 


Year. 

Population  estimated  to 
middle  of  the  year. 

Births. 

Deaths. 

1885 

5,640 

134 

100 

1886 

5,710 

165 

90 

1887 

5,770 

124 

88 

Average  for  decade 
1878-87. 

5,647 

142 

94 

1888 

1889 

5,820 

139 

78 

67 

5,880 

155 

1890 

5,890 

126 

136 

CENSUS 

1891 

5,756 

149 

96 

1892 

5,790 

124 

77 

1893 

5,824 

126 

87 

1894 

5,858 

118 

71 

1895 

5,892 

114 

90 

1896 

5,926 

119 

83 
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TABLE  II. 

Table  showing  the  annual  birth-rate,  rates  of  mortality,  death-rates  among  children, 
and  deaths  in  public  institutions,  during  the  twelve  years  1885-96  inclusive,  and  the 
mean  average  for  the  decade  1878-87 


Year. 

Birth-rate 
per  1000 
of  the 
population. 

Annual  Rate 
of  mortality 
per  1000 
living. 

Deaths  of 
Children  un- 
der 1 year ; 
percentage 
of  total 
deaths. 

Percentage 
of  deaths  of 
Children  un- 
der 1 year 
to  registered 
births. 

Deaths  of 
Children  un- 
der 6 years ; 
percentage 
of  total 
deaths. 

Total  number 
of  deaths  in 
Public 
Institutions. 

1885 

23-7 

17-7 

17-0 

12-6 

32-0 

1 

1886 

28-8 

15-7 

24-4 

13-3 

26-6 

. . 

1887 

21-4 

15-2 

22-7 

16-1 

38-6 

.. 

Average  for 
decade 
1878-87. 

25-1 

16-7 

18-3 

12-2 

28-9 

1888 

23-8 

13.4 

17-9 

10-0 

28-1 

1889 

26-3 

11-5 

27-9 

12-2 

29-4 

1 

1890 

21-2 

22-9 

9-5 

10-3 

26-4 

1891 

25-8 

16-6 

14-5 

9-3 

35-4 

. . 

1892 

21-4 

13-2 

22-0 

13-7 

28.5 

1893 

21-6 

14-9 

14-9 

10-3 

17-2 

1894 

20-1 

12-1 

15-4 

9-3 

26-7 

1895 

19-3 

15-2 

6-6 

5-2 

17-7 

1896 

200 

140 

168 

11'7 

192 

The  birth-rate  is,  with  the  exception  of  last  year’s,  the  lowest  on  record,  and  is  3'9 
below  the  mean  for  the  previous  18  years.  The  general  death-rate  is  also  very  low,  and  is 
L9  below  the  mean  for  the  same  period.  The  infant  mortality  having  been  very  low  for 
the  previous  two  years,  is  this  year  slightly  above  the  average  for  the  past  18  years.  The 
percentages  to  total  deaths  of  deaths  of  children  under  one  and  under  five  years  are  much 
below  the  average.  Among  persons  aged  60  years  and  upwards  there  were  29  deaths,  or  a 
percentage  to  total  deaths  of  34-9. 

Mean  Age  at  Death. — The  mean  age  at  death  this  year  is  41-0  (42-5  for  males 
and  39-6  for  females),  as  compared  with  42-8  last  year,  and  36-9  in  1894. 

TABLE  III. 


Table  showing  number  of  deaths  certified  by  registered  medical  practitioners, 
uncertified  deaths,  and  inquests,  with  their  percentage  to  total  deaths,  during  the  years 
1894,  1895,  and  1896 


Total  Deaths. 

Percentage  to  Total  Deaths. 

1894 

1895 

1896 

1894 

1895 

1896 

Certified 

66 

82 

78 

92-9 

91*1 

93-9 

Uncertified  

2 

3 

1 

2-8 

3-3 

1-2 

Inquests 

3 

5 

4 

4-2 

5-5 

4-8 

The  cause  assigned  in  the  only  uncertified  death  was  “ fit  of  apoplexy  ” in  a woman  of  47 
at  Morton. 
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TABLE  TV. 


Table  showing  the  mortality  from  certain  classes  of  diseases,  and  proportions  to 
population  and  to  1000  deaths,  in  the  years  1894,  1895,  and  1896. 


Total  Deaths. 

Deaths  per  1000 
of 

Population. 

Proportion  of 
deaths  to  1000 
deaths. 

1894 

1895 

1896 

1894 

1895 

1896 

1894 

1895 

1896 

1.  Seven  Principal  Zymotic  Diseases  . . 

6 

5 

5 

1-0 

0-8 

0-8 

84-5 

55-5 

60-2 

2.  Pulmonary  Diseases  (other  than  ) 
Phthisis)  j 

13 

20 

19 

2-2 

3-3 

3-2 

183 

222 

228 

3.  Tubercular  Diseases  

7 

15 

6 

1-1 

2-5 

1-0 

98-5 

166 

72-5 

4.  Wasting  Diseases  of  Infants  

5 

2 

4 

0-8 

0-3 

0-6 

70-4 

22-2 

48-1 

5.  Convulsive  Diseases  of  Infants 

4 

2 

1 

0-6 

0-3 

0-1 

56-3 

22-2 

12-0 

NOTES. 


1.  Includes  Smallpox,  Measles,  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough,  Fever, 
and  Diarrhoea. 

2.  Includes  Phthisis,  Scrofula,  Pickets,  and  Tabes. 

3.  Includes  Marasmus,  Atrophy,  Debility,  Want  of  Breast-milk,  and  Premature 
Birth. 

5.  Includes  Hydrocephalus,  Infant  Meningitis,  Convulsions,  and  Teething. 

TABLE  V. 


Table  showing  the  number  of  deaths  from  the  seven  principal  Zymotic  Diseases  in  the 
years  1894,  1895,  and  1896  : — 


Disease. 

Total  Deaths. 

Proportion  of  deaths  to  ! 

1000  deaths. 

1894 

1895 

1896 

1894 

1895 

1896 

Smallpox 

Measles  

1 

11-1 

Scarlet  Fever  

1 

14-0 

Diphtheria  

Whooping  Cough  

2 

1 

3 

28-1 

11- 1 

36-1 

Fever  

3 

2 

1 

42-2 

22-2 

12-0 

Diarrhoea 

1 

1 

11-1 

12-0 

Totals 

6 

5 

5 

845 

555 

602 
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Five  deaths  were  returned  under  the  head  of  zymotic  disease,  and  of  these  three  were 
due  to  whooping  cough.  This  is  equivalent  to  a zymotic  rate  of  0-8  per  1000  living. 
Sixteen  certificates  were  received  under  the  Infectious  Diseases  (Notification)  Act,  1889,  as 
compared  with  15  last  year,  and  40  in  1894. 

Scarlatina. — Only  four  cases  of  scarlet  fever  were  notified  during  the  year.  Two  of 
these  occurred  in  young  children  at  Eastburn  in  April.  A single  case  was  reported  at 
Steeton  in  August.  We  could  obtain  no  clue  to  the  origin  of  the  infection  in  these  cases. 
A single  case  in  an  adult  occurred  at  Morton  in  October.  Here  the  disease  was  imported 
from  Morecambe.  Precautions  were  taken  and  the  disease  did  not  spread. 

Whooping  Cough. — Three  deaths  were  returned  from  whooping  cough  in  young 
children  at  Sutton  Mill  in  January. 

Typhoid  Fever. — Two  cases  were  reported  at  Morton  Banks  in  July,  the  first  in  a 
hoy  of  12  ending  fatally  from  hoemorrhage.  The  other  case  was  that  of  a woman  of  39, 
who  made  a good  recovery.  In  the  former  instance  there  was  no  drain  in  connection  with 
the  house,  but  an  untrapped  stone  drain  outside  into  which  slops  were  poured.  In  the 
latter  there  was  a gulley  placed  in  the  house  in  a cellar  kitchen,  but  this  was  trapped,  and 
there  was  no  complaint  of  any  smell  from  it.  A single  case  in  a man  of  25  was  reported 
in  Main  Street,  East  Morton,  in  August.  No  insanitary  condition  was  found  on  the 
premises.  Two  cases  were  notified  in  one  house  in  Queen  Street,  Steeton,  in  August,  in 
females  of  22  and  10  years  of  age  respectively.  The  cases  were  very  mild  in  character. 
The  house  was  a new  one,  and  the  drainage  was  satisfactory. 

Puerperal  Fever. — A single  case  was  notified  as  puerperal  fever  at  Ridcllesden  in 
May.  The  person  attacked  subsequently  died  from  erysipelas. 

Diarrhcea.— One  death  was  returned  from  diarrhoea  in  an  infant  at  Steeton  in  March. 

Erysipelas. — Six  cases  of  erysipelas  were  notified  during  the  year.  Of  these,  four 
were  males  and  two  females,  one  was  under  and  five  over  five  years  of  age. 

Influenza. — Two  deaths  were  registered  as  due  to  influenza  and  its  complications,  one 
at  Sutton  in  June,  that  of  a young  man  aged  17,  and  one  at  Morton  Banks  in  March,  in  a 
woman  of  62  years. 

TABLE  YI. 


Table  showing  the  population,  births,  deaths,  birth-rates,  death-rates,  and  percentages 
of  deaths,  at  certain  ages  and  for  certain  diseases,  in  each  township  of  the  District  during 
1896:  — 


Annual  Rate 

r-H 

rH 

lO 

• CO 

Percentage  of  deaths 

per  1000  living. 

fa 

03 

fa  . 

CD  03 

G? 

fa 

03 

to  total  deaths. 

1-3 

a ” 

= •5 

3-5 

O ft 

P 

c8 

Township. 

P 

.2 

02 

.ft 

"o  02 

•5  x 

^ d 
ft  V 
co 

gS 

3.2 

fa  43 

^ O 

03  d 
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Is 

'S  J 

<4H  O 

o ^ 
03° 
be  , 
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Sutton  township  has  again  the  highest  death-rate,  zymotic  rate,  and  infant  mortality, 
while  Morton  has  the  lowest  in  each  instance;  Steeton  has  the  highest  birth-rate,  although 
this  is  very  low.  One-third  of  the  deaths  in  Morton  were  due  to  diseases  of  the  lungs. 


TABLE  VII. 


Inspector's  Report  of  the  Sanitary  Work,  &c.,  completed  in  the  year  ending 
December  31st,  1896. 


Morton .' 


No.  of  Complaints  received  2 

No.  of  Houses  built  during  the  year 0 

House  Drains  Repaired,  Cleansed,  &c 14 

House  Drains  Trapped  and  Ventilated 14 

Privies  and  Water  Closets  Repaired,  Cleansed,  &c 0 

Privies  supplied  with  Water 0 

Water  Closets  provided  0 

Slop  Water  Closets  provided 1 

Privies  provided  0 

Water  Supply,  Houses  provided  with  10 

Ashpits,  new  provided 1 

No.  of  Ashpits  ordered  to  be  emptied  16 

Removal  of  Accumulation  of  Dung,  Stagnant  Water,  j ^ 

Smoke  Records  taken  13 

Houses  Disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease 6 

Slaughter  Houses  Inspected  3 

Bakehouses  Inspected 2 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds  Inspected 11 

Milkshops  Inspected  1 

Canal  Boats  Inspected 19 

Plans  approved G 

Plans  disapproved  1 


Steeton. 

1 . 
6 . 
3 . 

2 

0 . 

5 . 

5 

1 . 
1 . 
0 . 
1 . 
12  . 


Sutton. 

1 

23 

3 
0 
2 
0 
0 

43 

0 

0 

4 

24 
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11 
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0 

10 

0 

0 

13 
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14 
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10 
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EDWIN  SKAIFE,  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 


Slaughter-houses,  &c. — The  nine  Slaughter-houses,  which  are  registered,  and  the 
three  Bakehouses , have  been  regularly  inspected,  and  are  fairly  well  kept.  There  is  no 
Common  Lodging-house  in  the  District.  No  instance  of  over-crowding  has  been  reported, 
nor  has,  to  my  knowledge,  any  unsound  meat  been  exposed  for  sale.  There  are  no  noxious 
trades.  Legal  Proceedings  have  not  been  necessary  for  the  abatement  of  nuisances.  The 
Dairies,  Cow-sheds , and  Milkshops,  32  in  number,  which  are  registered,  have  been  regularly 
inspected.  The  Canal  Boats  passing  through  the  District  are  also  inspected.  The 
factory  chimneys  in  the  District  are  watched,  a.nd  any  excessive  smoke  is  noted  by  the 
Inspector  of  Nuisances. 


The  matters  requiring  the  attention  of  the  Council  are  : — 

1.  — The  provision,  of  proper  means  of  sewerage  for  East  Morton  and  Morton 

Banks,  and  the  completion  of  the  sewerage  scheme  for  Sutton,  Sutton 
Mill,  and  Eastburn. 

2.  — The  naming  of  the  streets  and  numbering  of  the  houses  in  the  township 

of  Morton. 

3. — To  consider  the  undertaking  by  the  Authority  (by  contract  or  otherwise)  of 

the  removal  of  the  nightsoil  and  ashpit  refuse  in  all  three  townships. 

FRANCIS  E.  ATKINSON,  L.R.C.P.  ^London),  M.R.C.S., 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

To  the  Keighley  Rural  Distinct  Council. 

February,  1897. 
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RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


S K I PT  O N 


URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  the  Year  1896. 


Area , 4,245  acres ; Rateable  Value  (1896),  £34,281  ; Inhabited  Houses 
(1871),  1,238  ; (1881),  1,795  ; (1891),  2,060  ; Population  enumerated 
(1871),  6,078;  (1881),  9,091;  (1891),  10,376;  Estimated  (1896), 
11,030. 


Inspection  of  District. — This  district  has  been  regularly  inspected  during  the  past 
year  by  myself  and  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances,  a large  amount  of  attention  being 
required  on  account  of  the  continued  prevalence  of  scarlet  fever  in  the  town,  especially 
during  the  first  quarter  of  the  year.  Upon  this  I presented  a special  report  in  March  last. 
The  house  to  house  survey  has  been  proceeded  with,  the  South  Ward  being  completed 
and  a portion  of  the  West  Ward  during  the  year,  and  in  connection  with  this  444  houses 
have  been  examined.  The  year  1896  has  been  one  of  progress,  the  chief  events  of  the 
year  being  the  undertaking  by  the  Council  of  the  scavenging  of  the  town  ; the  formulating 
of  a Permanent  Joint  Hospital  Scheme,  and  the  preparation  and  selection  of  hospital 
plans  ; the  re-construction  of  the  Joint  Temporary  Hospital ; and  the  consideration  of  the 
provision  of  a public  abattoir  for  the  town.  Much  good  work  has  been  done  in  the 
general  abatement  of  nuisances,  and  in  minor  structural  improvements. 

Sanitary  Condition  and  Progress  : Water  Supply. — Skipton  is  supplied  by  gravita- 
tion from  Whinny  Gill  Reservoir  on  Short  Bank,  having  a capacity  of  46,000,000  gallons. 
During  recent  years  improvements  have  been  made  by  enclosing  in  pipes  from  their 
sources  all  the  open  water  courses  in  the  gathering  ground,  and  protecting  them  from 
surface  pollution.  Provision  for  cattle  is  made  by  troughs  fed  by  means  of  ball-taps. 
No  shortness  of  supply  has  been  experienced  during  the  year,  A quantity  of  piping  has 
been  laid  on  the  gathering  ground,  and  the  Council  has  just  decided  to  lay  a 6-inch  main 
from  Broughton  Road  along  Cavendish  Street  and  Craven  Street  to  Keighley  Road,  at  an 
estimated  cost  of  £ 192,  and  a 4-inch  main  in  Rectory  Lane  at  an  estimated  cost  of  £54. 
Watermains,  3 inches  in  diameter,  have  also  been  laid  to  five  rows  of  new  houses,  viz.  : — 
Fairfax  Street,  Byron  Street,  Back  Airedale  Terrace,  Back  Brooklands  Terrace,  and  a 
portion  of  Keighley  Road,  consisting  of  a total  length  of  255  yards. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage. — The  town  is  provided  with  a system  of  sewers,  and  the 
sewage  is  dealt  with  by  broad  irrigation  upon  a sewage  farm,  of  which  about  54-20  acres 
are  under  cultivation.  A small  portion,  about  two  acres,  was  lately  prepared  for  down- 
ward intermittent  filtration.  Efficient  means,  however,  are  not  provided  throughout  the 
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system  for  proper  flushing  and  ventilation.  Arrangements  were  made  last  year  for  flushing 
the  Newmarket  Street  sewer  from  the  old  reservoirs,  and  other  lengths  of  main  sewer  are 
flushed  by  hand,  but  there  are  no  automatic  flushing  tanks  in  the  system.  The  ventila- 
tion in  the  older  parts  of  the  town  was  effected  by  means  of  the  street  gulleys,  and  these 
were  frequently  a source  of  nuisance  and  danger  to  health,  All  recent  gulleys  are 
trapped,  and  many  of  the  older  ones  have  since  been  trapped  where  they  have  been 
complained  of.  The  following  extensions  of  main  sewer  have  been  laid  this  year  : — 46 
yards  of  15-inch  sewer  in  Duckett  Street,  146  yards  of  9-inch  sewer  with  two  lampholes 
in  Raikes  Road,  75  yards  of  6-inch  pipes  relaid  in  Back  Brook  Street,  and  128  yards  of 
6-inch  surface  water  drain  in  Broughton  Road. 

Excrement  and  Refuse  Disposal. — Excrement  disposal  in  Skipton  is  chiefly  effected 
by  means  of  water  closets.  In  most  instances  these  are  situated  outside  in  the  yard,  and 
are  dependent  upon  hand-flushing.  The  system  of  hand-flushed  closets  is  no  longer 
permitted.  In  the  case  of  new  property  all  closets  have  to  be  provided  with  either  a 
cistern  or  some  form  of  automatic  flushing  apparatus.  It  is  very  satisfactory  to  report 
that  the  Council  this  year  decided  to  undertake  the  removal  of  ashpit  refuse  from  the 
town.  Notices  were  issued  a month  previous  to  all  householders,  requiring  them  to 
empty  and  cleanse  their  ashpits  on  or  before  the  31st  of  October,  after  which  date  the 
Council  would  undertake  the  removal  of  refuse.  Great  improvement  has  been  made  in 
the  alteration  and  reconstruction  of  existing  ashpits,  and  all  new  ashpits  are  constructed 
on  an  approved  form.  A number  of  moveable  ash  bins  have  been  provided  where  the 
ashpits  were  not  easy  of  access.  The  Council  has  insisted  upon  the  alteration  or  recon- 
struction of  all  ashpits  which  are  not  in  accordance  with  the  byelaws  in  force,  and  have 
undertaken  the  emptying  of  these  only.  This  applies  at  present  to  about  one  half  of  the 
ashpits  in  the  town.  It  is  estimated  that  the  scavenging  will  ultimately  require  three 
men  and  two  horses  and  carts.  At  present  the  work  is  being  done  by  two  men  and  one 
horse  and  cart.  Two  carts  and  one  horse  have  been  purchased.  The  work  is  done 
between  the  hours  of  7 a.m.  and  5-30  p.m.  The  majority  of  the  ashpits  are  emptied 
fortnightly,  and  a certain  number  weekly,  and  so  far  the  work  appears  to  have  been  very 
satisfactorily  done. 

Street  Improvements. — Under  the  “ Private  Streets  Works  Act,  1892,”  the  Council 
has  executed  works  in  Castle  Street  and  Westmoreland  Street.  It  has  also  given  notice 
of  its  intention  to  deal  with  Back  Upper  Sackville  Street  in  Middletown,  and  six  streets  V 

adjoining  Gargrave  Road  on  the  south  side.  Crossings  have  been  laid  as  follows  : — Two 
in  Newmarket  Street,  two  in  Gargrave  Road,  one  in  Otley  Street,  and  two  in  Duckett 
Street. 

Byelaws,  &c. — This  Authority  possesses  a code  of  byelaws  closely  assimilated  to  the 
“Models”  with  respect  to  “New  Streets  and  Buildings,”  “Slaughter  Houses,”  and 
“ Common  Lodging  Houses.”  These  were  allowed  by  the  Local  Government  Board  in 
April,  1880.  A series  of  Regulations  under  the  “ Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops 
Order,  1886,”  was  adopted  near  the  end  of  1891,  and  the  occupiers  have  been  duly 
registered,  and  the  premises  kept  under  supervision. 

Acts  of  Parliament  Adopted. — The  “ Infectious  Diseases  (Notification)  Act,  1889,” 
was  adopted,  and  came  into  force  on  January  1st,  1890.  Parts  IE,  III.,  and  V.  of  the 
“ Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment)  Act,  1890,”  were  adopted  in  February,  1894.  The 
“ Private  Streets’  Works  Act,  1892,”  was  adopted  in  1893. 


3 


Public  Abattoir. — The  existing  slaughter  houses  are  situated  in  various  parts  of  the 
town,  and  are  for  the  most  part  buildings  which  have  been  adapted  to  their  present  use, 
and  not  constructed  in  accordance  with  modern  requirements,  and  in  consequence  of  their 
near  proximity  to  dwelling  houses,  unless  very  cleanly  kept,  which  is  in  many  instances 
impossible,  not  infrequently  become  a source  of  nuisance  to  the  inhabitants  of  adjoining 
property.  This  year  the  Council  considered  the  desirability  of  providing  a public 
abattoir,  and  doing  away  with  the  existing  slaughter  houses,  and  a sub-committee  is  now 
at  work  endeavouring  to  arrange  for  a suitable  site.  The  advantages  of  having  one 
centre  suitably  placed,  sanitarily  constructed,  and  fitted  with  all  the  modern  appliances, 
where  all  the  slaughtering  is  done,  with  increased  facilities  afforded  for  meat  inspection, 
are  manifest. 

Allotments. — The  Council  has  provided  further  allotments  in  Brook-street,  and  the 
whole  number  available  (40)  have  been  taken  up  by  inhabitants. 

Skipton  Joint  Hospital. — Early  in  the  year  a conference  was  held  between  delegates 
from  the  two  Skipton  District  Councils,  and  terms  of  combination  agreed  to  on  the  basis 
of  one-third  of  the  primary  cost  for  the  Rural  District  and  two-thirds  for  the  Urban 
District,  each  district  subsequently  to  pay  for  the  maintenance  of  their  respective  cases. 
At  the  first  meeting  of  the  New  Joint  Hospital  Committee  on  February  15th,  it  was  decided 
to  start  “ de  novo  ” as  regards  plans,  and  to  offer  small  premiums  for  the  1st,  2nd  and  3rd 
competitive  designs  (suitable  for  the  site  already  agreed  to  and  provisionally  purchased) 
in  accordance  with  conditions  issued  to  the  competing  architects  by  the  Joint  Committee. 
In  reply  to  advertisements  270  persons  made  application  for  the  lithographed  block- 
plan  of  the  site,  and  the  printed  conditions.  Plans  were  to  be  sent  in  on  or  before  July 
1st.  While  the  plans  were  in  course  of  preparation,  I ascertained  that  the  Medical 
Department  of  the  Local  Government  Board  would  prefer  that  the  accommodation  pro- 
vided in  any  single  ward  for  scarlet  fever  cases  should  be  limited  to  eight  for  females  and 
children,  and  six  for  males,  i.e.,  14  for  each  pavilion  ; and  as  the  instructions  originally 
given  to  the  architects  had  allowed  larger  wards,  amended  instructions  were  issued,  and 
the  date  for  sending  in  plans  altered  to  October  31st.  During  this  interval  the  Urban 
District  Councils  of  Silsden  and  Barnoldswick  were  again  offered  the  opportunity  of 
joining  the  combination  for  hospital  purposes,  and  the  former  consented,  and  was  admitted 
to  a proportionate  share  in  the  new  scheme  and  in  the  existing  temporary  Joint  Hospital. 
Twenty-seven  sets  of  plans  were  submitted,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Worthington,  architect, 
of  Manchester,  was  asked  to  assist  the  committee  in  selecting  the  best  designs.  I 
examined  the  plans  and  site  along  with  him  on  December  7th  and  8th,  and  on  December 
21st  the  Committee  met  to  receive  Mr.  Worthington’s  report.  The  first  prize  (£20)  was 
awarded  to  Mr.  Bolshaw,  of  Crewe  and  Southport,  and  he  has  been  asked  to  meet  the 
Committee.  The  Joint  Hospital  Conference  at  their  first  meeting  (February  8th)  decided 
to  rebuild  the  Temporary  Joint  Hospital  in  brick,  and  the  opportunity  was  taken  to 
improve  the  existing  arrangement  by  the  erection  of  a bathroom  and  lavatory  in  connec- 
tion with  each  ward.  Subsequently  the  caretaker’s  house  was  also  re-built  in  brick.  The 
work  has  resulted  in  greatly  increased  comfort  to  the  patients. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  cases  isolated  each  year  since  the  erection  of  the 
Hospital  : — 

TEMPORARY  HOSPITAL  ERECTED  IN  1888. 


SKIPTON 

URBAN  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

Cases  Admitted  from 

Year. 

, 

Small  Pox. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Typhoid  Fever. 

Measles. 

Total. 

1888 

1 

1 

1889 

1 

1 

2 

1890 

6 

3 

9 

1891 

12 

2 

14 

1892 

71 

71 

1893 

72 

72 

1894 

22 

22 

1895 

50 

50 

1896 

53 

53 

Two  deaths  took  place  in  the  Hospital  this  year,  of  which  one  belonged  to  the  Urban 
District,  and  one  to  the  Rural. 

Population. — In  1871  the  population  of  Skipton  was  6,078,  and  that  of  1881  was 
9,091.  At  the  census  of  1891,  it  was  found  to  be  10,376  (an  increase  of  1,285),  living  in 
2,060  houses,  or  an  average  of  4-1  per  house.  Up  to  the  middle  of  1896, 1 have  estimated 
it  to  be  11,030,  living  in  2,370  houses,  or  an  average  of  4-6  per  house. 

Births. — The  total  births  registered  were  346  in  number  (182  males  and  164 
females).  This  is  an  increase  of  12  upon  last  year,  and  is  equivalent  to  an  annual  birth- 
rate of  3D3  per  1,000  living,  as  compared  with  30-6  last  year,  and  28-5  in  1894.  The 
natural  increase  to  the  population  is  195,  as  against  132  last  year,  and  170  in  1894. 

Deaths. — The  total  deaths  returned  from  this  District  were  165  in  number,  inclusive 
of  11  which  belonged  to  the  Rural  District,  one  belonging  to  the  Silsden  Urban  District, 
and  one  each  belonging  to  Blair  Gowrie  in  Scotland,  and  to  Barrow-in-Furness.  When 
these  are  deducted,  a total  is  left  of  151,  belonging  to  the  Skipton  Urban  District  (72 
males  and  79  females),  which  is  equivalent  to  a death-rate  of  13-6  per  1,000  living,  as 
compared  with  18-5  last  year,  and  12-7  in  1894. 
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The  figures  in  brackets  in  the  following  Table  show  all  the  deaths  which  took  place 
in  the  Skipton  Workhouse,  21  in  number.  These  have,  of  course,  been  assigned  to  their 
proper  districts  in  calculating  their  respective  rates. 

The  deaths  occurred  in  each  quarter  as  follows  : — 


1st  Quarter.  2nd  Quarter. 

3rd  Quarter. 

4th  Quarter 

1885  

...  52 

(7) 

52  (2)  .. 

30 

(8)  ... 

...  62 

(4) 

1886 

...  55 

(10) 

33  (5)  .. 

87 

(6)  ... 

...  43 

(3) 

1887 

...  49 

(9) 

45  (6)  .. 

43 

(9)  - 

...  106 

(3) 

1888 

...  54 

(12) 

50  (12)  .. 

44 

(9)  ... 

...  45 

(4) 

1889 

...  37 

(3) 

38  (1)  .. 

33 

(2)  ... 

...  30 

(5) 

1890 

...  44 

(6) 

40  (2)  .. 

33 

(5)  ... 

...  43 

(2) 

1891 

...  47 

(3) 

62  (12).  .. 

39 

(2)  ... 

...  29 

(1) 

1892 

...  43 

(7) 

40  (3)  .. 

45 

(5)  ... 

...  52 

(5) 

1898  

..  54 

(9) 

43  (5)  .. 

44 

(6)  ... 

...  60 

(8) 

1894 

...  26 

(6) 

28  (7)  .. 

30 

(1)  ... 

...  46 

(4) 

1895 

...  59 

(10) 

50  (5)  .. 

33 

(4)  ... 

...  52 

(3) 

1896 

...  29 

(5) 

34  (4)  . 

27 

(6)  ... 

...  54 

(6) 

The  mortality 

as  to  age  was  as  follows  : — 

Deaths  under  1 

year 

of  age  

4° 

57 

under  5 

years  of 

age. 

,,  over  1 

year 

and  under  5 

17 

5 

15 

12 

15 

,,  25 

8 

- 94 

” 

, 25 

„ 60 

36 

over  5 years  ot  age. 

60 

38) 

Total  . 151 

TABLE  I. 

Table  showing  the  estimated  population,  births,  and  deaths,  for  the  years  1884- 
1896  inclusive,  with  an  average  for  the  decade  1878-87  : — 


Year. 

Population  estimated  to 
middle  of  the  year. 

Births. 

Deaths. 

1884 

9,950 

353 

189 

1885 

10,000 

290 

210 

1886 

10,300 

328 

176 

1887 

10,600 

302 

258 

Average  for  decade 
1878-87. 

9,645 

322 

187 

1888 

11,000 

388 

210 

1889 

11,400 

356 

143 

1890 

11,700 

322 

165 

1891 

Census. 

10,376 

354 

186 

1892 

10,500 

317 

189 

1893 

10,630 

349 

209 

1894 

10,760 

307 

137 

1895 

10,900 

334 

202 

1896 

11,030 

346 

151 
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TABLE  II. 


Table  showing  the  annual  birth-rate,  rates  of  mortality,  death-rates  among  children, 
and  deaths  in  public  institutions  during  the  years  1885-96  inclusive,  and  the  mean  for  the 
decade  1878-87 : — 


Year. 

Birth-rate 
per  1,000 
of  the 

Population. 

Annual  rate 
of  mortality 
per  1,000 
living. 

Deaths  of 
Children  un- 
der 1 year ; 
percentage 
of  total 
deaths. 

Percentage 
of  deaths  of 
Children  un- 
der 1 year 
to  registered 
births. 

Deaths  of 
Children  un- 
der 5 years  ; 
percentage 
of  total 
deaths. 

Total  number 
of  deaths  in 
Public 
Institutions. 

1885 

29-0 

21-0 

26-6 

19-3 

44-2 

14 

1886 

31-8 

17-0 

27-8 

14-9 

41-4 

8 

1887 

28-4 

24-1 

23-4 

19-8 

54-2 

15 

Mean  for 
decade 
1878-87 

33-6 

19-2 

24*0 

14-2 

40-4 

13 

1888 

35-2 

19-0 

28-5 

15-4 

36-1 

18 

1889 

31-2 

12-5 

26-5 

10-6 

34-2 

11 

1890 

27-5 

14-1 

29-6 

15-2 

43-6 

15 

1891 

34-1 

17-9 

22-5 

12-2 

34-9 

18 

1892 

30-1 

18-0 

21-6 

12-9 

36-5 

21 

1893 

32-8 

19-6 

20-5 

12-3 

40-6 

28 

1894 

28-5 

12-7 

24-8 

110 

42-3 

18 

1895 

30-6 

18-5 

23-2 

14-0 

37-6 

22 

1896 

313 

136 

264 

115 

377 

21 

The  birth-rate,  though  slightly  above  that  of  last  year,  is  still  1-2  below  the  average 
for  the  past  18  years.  The  general  death-rate  has  only  been  lower  in  the  years  1894 
and  1889,  and  is  4 '4  below  the  mean  for  the  same  period.  The  infant  mortality  is  2-l 
below  the  average.  The  percentage  to  total  deaths  of  deaths  of  children  under  one  year 
is  above,  and  that  of  those  under  five  years  is  below  the  average.  Among  persons  aged 
60  and  upwards  there  were  38  deaths,  or  a percentage  to  total  deaths  of  25'1. 

TABLE  III. 


Table  showing  number  of  deaths  certified  by  registered  medical  practitioners,  un- 
certified deaths,  and  inquests,  with  their  percentage  to  total  deaths,  during  the  years 
1894,  1895,  and  1896. 


Total  Deaths. 

Percentage  of  Total  Deaths. 

1894 

1895 

1896 

1894 

1895 

1896 

Certified  

127 

194 

134 

92-7 

96-0 

88-7 

Uncertified  

6 

3 

9 

4-3 

1-4 

5-9 

Inquests  

4 

5 

8 

2-9 

2-4 

5-2 
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UNCERTIFIED  DEATHS  IN  1896. 


Cause  Assigned. 

Sex. 

Age. 

Convulsions. 

M 

1 month. 

Fatty  Degeneration  of  Heart. 

F 

49 

Supposed  Natural  Causes. 

M 

66  ; 

Rheumatic  Affection  of  Heart. 

M 

76 

Apoplexy. 

M 

75 

Supposed  Heart  Disease. 

M 

49 

Premature  Birth,  Convulsions. 

M 

8 hours. 

Supposed  Heart  Disease. 

F 

54 

Probably  Convulsions. 

M 

3 months. 

TABLE  IV. 


Table  showing  the  mortality  from  certain  classes  of  diseases  during  the  five  years 
1892-96  (inclusive). 


1892 

1893 

1894 

1895 

1896 

1.  Seven  Principal  Zvmotic  Diseases 

26 

43 

5 

28 

14 

2.  Pulmonary  Diseases  (other  than  Phthisis).. 

43 

34 

36 

44 

43 

3.  Tubercular  Diseases 

23 

22 

16 

31 

24 

4.  Wasting  Diseases  of  Infants  

14 

14 

10 

12 

9 

5.  Convulsive  Diseases  of  Infants  

12 

13 

14 

12 

8 

NOTES. 

1.  Includes  Smallpox,  Measles,  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough,  Fever, 
and  Diarrhoea. 

3.  Includes  Phthisis,  Scrofula,  Rickets,  and  Tabes. 

4.  Includes  Marasmus,  Atrophy,  Debility,  Want  of  Breast  Milk,  and  Premature 
Birth. 

5.  Includes  Hydrocephalus,  Infantile  Meningitis,  Convulsions,  and  Teething. 

In  each  of  the  above  classes  of  disease  the  number  of  deaths  recorded  this  year  is 
smaller  than  last. 
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TABLE  V. 


Table  showing  the  number  of  deaths  from  the  seven  principal  Zymotic  Diseases 
during  the  three  years  1894,  1895,  and  1896,  with  their  proportion  to  1,000  deaths 


Disease. 

Total  Deaths. 

Proportion  of  deaths  to  1000  deaths. 

1894 

1895 

1896 

1894 

1895 

1896 

Smallpox 

Measles  

1 

5 

7’3 

33-3 

Scarlet  Fever  

1 

Croup. 

1 

7 

7-3 

4-9 

46-6 

Diphtheria  

l 

1 

7-3 

4-9 

Whooping  Cough  

1 

16 

7-3 

79'2 

F ever  

8 

2 

39-6 

13-3 

Diarrhoea 

1 

2 

7-3 

9-9 

Totals  

5 

28 

14  1 

437 

1386 

933 

Fourteen  deaths  were  returned  under  the  head  of  zymotic  disease,  as  compared  with 
28  last  year,  and  5 in  1894.  Of  the  14  deaths,  7 were  due  to  scarlatina.  The  zymotic 
rate  for  the  year  is  D2  per  1000  living.  154  certificates  under  the  Infectious  Diseases 
(Notification)  Act,  1889,  were  received,  as  compared  with  133  last  year,  and  52  in  1894. 
Of  these,  123  were  cases  of  scarlatina. 

Measles. — Five  deaths  were  returned  from  measles  and  its  complications.  A single 
death  was  returned  in  May,  and  the  remaining  four  in  December,  when  the  disease  was 
prevalent  throughout  the  town,  and  I had  to  recommend  the  closing  of  the  Infant’s  depart- 
ments of  the  National,  Wesleyan,  and  Roman  Catholic  Schools  until  after  the  Christmas 
holidays.  The  disease  was  of  a very  mild  type,  but  measles  is  not  included  in  the 
Notification  Act  in  force,  and  individual  cases  are  not  reported. 

Scarlatina. — Seven  deaths  belonging  to  the  district  occurred  during  1896,  although 
the  disease  has  been  prevalent  more  or  less  throughout  the  year,  and  123  cases  were 
reported.  The  disease  has  on  the  whole  been  very  mild  in  type.  Of  the  total  cases,  54 
were  males  and  69  females,  56  were  under,  and  67  over  five  years.  The  greatest 
prevalence  occurred  in  the  months  of  February  and  March,  and  I then  presented  a special 
report  on  the  increased  prevalence  of  the  disease.  In  that  report  I pointed  out  that 
“ scarlet  fever  is  seldom  entirely  absent  from  Skipton,  but  that  the  amount  of  it  present 
in  the  town  depended  entirely  upon  the  ability  or  otherwise  to  remove  cases  which  cannot 
be  properly  isolated  at  home,  as  they  occur,  and  isolate  them  in  the  hospital.”  This  is 
clearly  shown  in  the  table  given  in  last  year’s  report  of  the  number  of  cases  notified  each 
month,  together  with  the  number  removed  to  the  hospital.  The  same  fact  is  still  more 
emphatically  shown  by  this  year’s  figures.  Whereas  during  1895,  of  the  72  cases  notified, 
49  = 68'0  per  cent,  were  removed  to  the  hospital ; during  1896,  of  the  123  cases  notified, 
44  = 30-8  per  cent,  only  were  removed  to  the  hospital. 
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The  number  of  cases  reported  each  month  throughout  the  year,  together  with  the 
number  removed  to  the  hospital,  was  as  follows : — 


SCARLET  FEVER  IN  1896. 

Month. 

Number  of  Cases. 

Number  Removed 
to  Hospital. 

January  

12 

3 

February 

31 

2 

March  

24 

1 

April  

14 

5 

May  

5 

4 

June  

3 

3 

July 

6 

6 

August  

13 

6 

September  

8 

7 

October  

3 

3 

November  

2 

2 

December  

2 

2 

In  connection  with  last  year  it  will  be  remembered  that  only  six  cases  were  able  to 
be  removed  during  November,  and  the  disease  in  consequence  extended  to  18  cases. 
During  December  eight  further  cases  were  reported,  and  seven  were  removed  to  the 
hospital.  Christmastide  intervened  with  its  festivities,  which  gave  further  facilities  for 
the  importation  and  spread  of  infection,  and  during  January  12  fresh  cases  were  notified, 
of  which  it  is  important  to  remark  that  only  three  were  able  to  be  removed  to  hospital. 
This  was  due  in  the  first  instance  to  the  hospital  being  full,  and  subsequently  to  its 
larger  half  becoming  unsafe  and  unfit  for  use.  The  hospital  had  previously  been  reported 
upon  as  becoming  delapidated  and  unsuitable  for  the  treatment  of  cases,  but  half  of  the 
building  was  now  found  to  be  absolutely  unsafe  and  unusable,  and  was  in  consequence 
closed.  This  limited  the  accommodation  to  five  or  six  cases  according  to  age,  and 
practically  restricted  it  to  members  of  one  sex,  viz.,  that  for  females  and  young  children. 
As  a consequence  the  disease  spread  in  the  town,  and  during  the  month  °f  February  31 
cases  were  notified,  of  which  only  two  could  be  removed  to  the  hospital.  I again  called 
the  attention  of  the  Council  to  the  increased  spread,  and  suggested  that  other  premises 
should  be  obtained  if  possible,  for  isolation  purposes.  As  none  were  available,  the 
Hospital  Committee  decided  to  push  on  as  quickly  as  possible  with  the  repairs  to  the 
temporary  hospital,  re-building  half  of  it  at  a time.  The  disease  continued  to  spread  in 
March,  during  which  24  fresh  cases  occurred,  and  only  one  could  be  removed  to  the 
hospital.  During  April  five  were  removed,  and  there  were  14  fresh  cases.  During  May 
four  were  able  to  be  removed  as  against  5 fresh  cases.  At  the  beginning  of  June  the 
re-building  of  the  hospital  wards  was  completed,  and  it  will  be  noticed  that  from  that 
time  up  to  the  end  of  the  year,  with  the  exception  of  the  month  of  August,  we  were  able 
to  cope  with  the  disease,  the  cases  being  removed  to  hospital  as  they  occurred.  Of  the 
seven  cases  which  were  not  admitted  in  August,  one  was  able  to  be  well  isolated  at  home 
and  was  a very  young  and  delicate  child,  two  were  too  ill  to  be  moved  when  notified  and 
died  shortly  after,  one  was  a woman  who  had  been  recently  confined  and  was  unable  to 
be  moved,  and  three  were  children  in  one  house,  the  youngest  of  whom  was  not  weaned, 
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and  the  mother  was  unable  to  go  into  the  hospital  because  there  were  other  children  in 
the  house,  and  since  it  was  no  use  removing  only  two  out  of  the  three  who  were  attacked, 
they  were  all  isolated  at  home.  In  all  instances  precautions  were  given  and  disinfectants 
supplied,  and  the  premises  were  disinfected  after  the  recovery  or  death  of  the  case. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  of  the  seven  deaths  which  occurred  from  scarlatina  during  the 
year,  only  one  took  place  in  the  hospital. 

Typhoid  Fever. — Two  deaths  were  registered  from  this  cause,  and  in  all  nine  cases 
were  notified,  as  compared  with  41  last  year. 

The  first  case  occurred  early  in  -January,  and  was  connected  with  last  year’s  outbreak, 
being  a secondary  case  contracted  whilst  nursing  a previous  case  in  this  house  on 
Primrose  Hill.  The  patient  was  a married  woman  of  38  years  of  age,  and  died  from 
pneumonia  on  the  thirteenth  day  of  her  illness. 

The  next  reported  case,  in  May,  was  that  of  a young  woman  aged  24,  living  in 
Quaker’s  Place.  The  case  made  a good  recovery,  and  no  insanitary  condition  was  found 
in  connection  with  the  drainage  of  the  premises. 

In  August  three  cases  were  reported.  The  first  was  that  of  a woman  in  the  Work- 
house.  Another  occurred  in  a lad  of  16  living  in  Romille  Street.  The  case  was  a mild 
one,  and  no  clue  to  the  origin  was  discovered.  The  third  case  was  living  in  Greenside, 
and  was  of  a very  doubtful  nature,  the  patient,  a girl  of  15,  being  at  work  again  in  a 
week’s  time. 

A single  case  was  notified  in  September,  in  a lad  of  16  living  in  Westmoreland 
Street.  Here  nothing  was  found  to  account  for  the  outbreak. 

In  October  three  cases  were  notified.  Two  of  these  were  men  of  26  and  23  years- 
respectively,  living  in  Hallam's  Yard  and  Milton  Street,  and  both  were  employed  as  stokers 
on  the  Midland  Railway.  They  would  appear  to  have  contracted  the  disease  elsewhere, 
as  the  premises  in  which  they  lived  were  found  to  be  in  a satisfactory  condition,  and  in 
the  former  case  the  man  was  in  the  habit  of  drinking  water  in  various  places  when  at 
work.  This  case  was  a severe  one,  and  terminated  fatally  on  the  twentieth  day  of  his 
illness  from  “ perforation  of  the  bowel.”  The  remaining  case  notified  was  that  of  a girl 
aged  8,  living  in  Spencer’s  Yard.  This  case  was  mild  in  type  and  made  a good  recovery. 
No  insanitary  condition  was  discovered  on  the  premises. 

Erysipelas. — No  death  was  returned  from  this  cause,  though  22  cases  were  notified, 
and  fairly  evenly  distributed  throughout  the  year.  Of  these  10  were  males  and  12  females,, 
and  all  were  those  of  persons  over  five  years  of  age. 
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TABLE  VI. 

Inspector’s  Report  of  the  Sanitary  Work,  &c.,  completed  in  the  year  ending 


December  31st,  1«96  : — 

No.  of  complaints  received 16 

No.  of  houses  built 50 

No.  of  houses,  premises,  &c.,  inspected  776 

House  drains  repaired,  cleansed,  &c 78 

House  drains  trapped  and  ventilated  96 

Privies  and  water  closets  repaired,  cleansed,  &c 80 

Water  closets  supplied  with  water 73 

Water  closets  provided  67 

Houses  provided  with  water  supply  50 

Ashpits,  new  provided 60 

Ashpits  repaired,  covered,  &c 125 

No.  of  ashpits  ordered  to  be  emptied  103 

Removal  of  accumulation  of  dung,  stagnant  water,  animal  and  other  refuse  24 

Eaves  Troughs  provided 6 

Removal  of  animals  improperly  kept  11 

Filthy  houses  ordered  to  be  cleansed 3 

Overcrowding  7 

Samples  taken  under  “ Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act  ” (Milk)  7 

Offensive  trades  complained  of  3 

Total  No.  of  Summonses,  or  other  legal  proceedings  2 

Houses  disinfected  after  infectious  disease  123 

Schools  disinfected  after  infectious  disease  8 

Common  lodging  houses  inspected  '..  12 

Slaughter  houses  inspected  9 

Dairies  and  cowsheds  inspected  21 

Milksliops  inspected  20 

Canal  boats  inspected 228 

Premises  examined  under  “ Factory  and  Workshop  Act  ” ..  ..  4 

Plans  approved  37 

Plans  disapproved  9 


JOSEPH  ACKERNLEY,  A.S.I.,  Certificated  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 

Common  Lodging  Houses,  Slaughter  Houses,  &c. — The  Common  Lodging  Houses 
and  Slaughter  Houses  have  been  regularly  inspected,  and  the  former  are  fairly  well  kept. 
In  three  cases  filthy  houses  were  ordered  to  be  cleansed,  and  in  seven  instances  of  over- 
crowding notices  were  served  for  their  abatement.  No  instance  of  unsound  meat  exposed 
for  sale  came  to  my  notice.  Seven  samples  of  milk  were  sent  to  the  County  Analyst  for 
examination,  Of  these,  two  were  pronounced  “genuine,”  three  of  “fair  quality,”  and 
two  of  “ inferior  quality,”  but  not  sufficiently  bad  to  be  condemned.  Under  the  head  of 
noxious  trades  complaints  were  made  of  nuisances  at  a bone  yard,  at  one  tripe  boiling  shop, 
and  at  the  tallow  works,  all  of  which  were  abated  after  notice.  At  Laycocks’  tallow  works, 
the  chimney  has  been  re-constructed  and  raised,  and  the  waste  steam  conducted  into  the 
flue.  Legal  proceedings  were  taken  in  two  instances,  one  for  keeping  a common  lodging 
house  without  being  “registered,”  in  which  case  a fine  of  £1  and  costs  was  inflicted,  and 
the  other  under  Sec.  126,  P.H.A.  1875,  for  exposure  of  infected  person,  the  penalty 
awarded  being  10s.  and  costs.  Four  premises  were  examined  under  the  “ Factory  and 
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Workshops  Act.”  At  the  Union  Shed  in  Newtown  the  water  closets  were  found  to  be 
insufficiently  flushed,  and  became  fouled  in  consequence.  New  flushing  arrangements 
were  provided,  and  these  work  efficiently.  During  the  year  228  Canal  Boats  were 
boarded  and  examined,  but  no  insanitary  conditions  were  found. 

The  matters  which  require  the  attention  of  the  Council  are  : — 

1.  The  continued  improvement  and  augmentation  of  the  water  supply,  so  as 

ensure  a constant  supply  to  the  town  for  all  purposes. 

2.  The  provision  of  adequate  means  for  the  flushing  and  proper  ventilation  of 

the  main  sewers  in  Middletown,  and  the  proper  paving  and  channeling 
of  the  back  streets  in  Middletown  and  Newtowm. 

8.  The  carrying  out,  with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  of  the  joint  scheme  for  the 
provision  of  a permanent  hospital  for  the  isolation  of  infectious  diseases, 
and  of  efficient  apparatus  for  the  proper  disinfection  or  bedding, 
clothing,  &c. 

4.  The  provision  of  a public  abattoir  for  the  town,  and  dispensing  with  the 

existing  slaughter  houses. 

5.  The  removal  of  the  Cattle  Market  from  the  streets  of  the  town. 

FRANCIS  E.  ATKINSON,  L.R.C.P.  (London),  M.R.C.S., 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


To  the  Skipton  Urban  District  Council, 
February,  1897. 


The  following  Tables  A and  B are  copied  from  my  returns  to  the  Local  Government  Board  : — 

TABLE  A. 


TABLE  OF  DEATHS  during  the  Years  1878-96,  in  the  Urban  Sanitary  District  of  Skipton,  classified  according  to  Diseases  and  Ages,  and  showing  also  the  Population  of 

the  District,  and  the  Births  therein  during  the  year. 


TABLE  B. 

OF  NEW  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  SICKNESS,  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  during  the  year  1896,  in  the 
Urban  Sanitary  District  of  Skipton  ; classified  according  to  Diseases,  Ages,  and  Localities. 


Name  op  Localities 

Population 

at 

all  Ages. 

1 

Aged 
under  5 

New  Cases  of  Sickness  in  each  Locality  coming  to  the  knowledge  of 

the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Number  of  such  Cases  removed  from  their  Homes  in  the  several 

Localities  for  treatment  in  Isolation  Hospital. 

adopted  for  the  purpose 
of  these  Statistics  ; 
Public  Institutions 
being  shown  as  separate 
localities. 

Fevers. 

a 

Fevers. 

Census,  18t 

Population 

estimated 

1890. 

Registered 

Births. 

over  5 

Smallpox. 

Scarlatina. 

Diphtheria, 

Membranoi 

Croup. 

Typhus. 

H EH 

Continued. 

Relapsing. 

Puerperal. 

O 

Erysipelas. 

Smallpox. 

Scarlatina. 

Diphtheria. 

Membranoi 

Croup. 

Typhus. 

Enteric 

of 

Typhoid. 

Continued. 

Relapsing. 

Puerperal. 

Cholera. 

Erysipelas 

(a) 

(b) 

w 

(d) 

(e) 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

9 

10 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

H 

SKIPTON  

10,376 

11,030 

346 

Under  6 

56 

23 

5 upwards 

67 

9 

22 

30 

WORKHOUSE  

Under  5 

5 upwards 

c 


Sr-  r - - ---  - 


Printed  at  the  “ Craven  Herald  ” Works,  Skipton. 


P 

CD 

CO 

0) 


Z 

z 

(=3 

t-1 

tn 

o 

-3 


go 

GO 


CP 

CO 

1 

GO 

CO 


CO 

CO 


CO 


SKIPTON 


S I LS  D E N 


URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  the  Year  1896. 


Area,  7,060  Acres;  Bateable  Value  (1896),  J611,619 ; Inhabited  Rouses 
(1871),  596;  (1881),  752;  (1891),  841;  Population  enumerated 

(1871),  2,714;  (1881),  3,329;  (1891),  3,866;  Estimated  (1896),  4.100. 


Inspection  of  District. — In  addition  to  routine  inspection  of  the  District,  special 
visits  have  been  made  in  connection  with  outbreaks  of  infectious  disease.  A special  house- 
to-house  survey  has  also  been  in  progress,  and  172  houses  have  been  examined. 

Sanitary  Condition  and  Progress. — Water  Supply. — The  town  possesses  a con- 
stant and  plentiful  supply  of  water.  This  is  supplied  by  gravitation  from  the  Council’s 
own  reservoirs.  Their  storage  capacity  is  small,  but  should  the  necessity  arise,  water  can 
be  drawn  from  the  works  of  the  Bradford  Corporation.  No  shortness  of  supply  has  been 
experienced  this  year.  Extensions  of  water  mains  have  been  laid  this  year  as  follows : — 
60  yards  of  3-inch  main  in  Tufton- street,  and  60  yards  of  3-inch  main  from  Bolton-road 
to  Bankland,  with  one  hydrant.  In  outlying  parts  of  the  District  the  inhabitants  are 
dependent  for  their  supply  upon  private  wells  and  springs,  and  water  is  in  a few  instances 
piped  into  the  house. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage.— The  Local  Government  Board’s  sanction  to  this  scheme 
was  received  at  the  close  of  last  year.  The  contract  was  let  in  August  to  Messrs.  Charles 
Walker  & Co.,  of  Keighley,  for  the  sum  of  £6,858  10s.,  and  the  work  was  commenced  in 
September.  Mr.  H.  Longbottom,  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances,  was  appointed  clerk  of  the 
works.  The  site  for  the  sewage  disposal  has  been  sub-drained,  the  boundary  wall  is  almost 
completed,  the  flood  banks  constructed,  and  the  main  outfall  sewer  and  some  branch  sewers 
have  been  laid,  and  the  work  is  being  steadily  proceeded  with. 

The  following  lengths  of  main  sewer  have  been  completed: — 780  yards  of  18-inch 
pipes  from  gate  leading  to  sewage  works  to  bottom  of  Walker’s  Place,  including  8 man- 
holes and  5 lampholes ; 183  yards  of  12 -inch  pipes  from  Walker’s  Place  to  top  of  Keighley  - 
road,  including  6 manholes ; 285  yards  of  15 -inch  pipes  from  Clog  Bridge  to  top  of  Elliott- 
street,  including  6 manholes  and  1 lamphole. 

A series  of  regulations  as  to  the  private  drainage  connections  has  been  adopted  by  the 
Council,  and  these  have  been  ordered  to  be  printed  for  distribution. 

Excrement  and  Refuse  Disposal. — Great  improvement  has  taken  place  during  late 
years  in  the  method  of  excrement  disposal.  The  privies  in  the  town  used  to  belong  chiefly 
to  the  old  fashioned  uncovered  midden  type.  These  are  being  gradually  converted  into 
privies  with  moveable  receptacles.  All  those  of  recent  erection  are  constructed  on  plans 
in  accordance  with  the  principles  advocated  in  the  model  bye-laws.  In  outlying  parts  of 
the  District,  the  privies  are  either  of  the  uncovered  midden  type,  or  what  are  known  as 
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block  privies.  Since  the  year  1887  the  Council  undertook  by  contract  the  removal  of  night- 
soil  and  ashpit  refuse,  and  the  work  has  on  the  whole  been  well  done.  In  April,  1894,  the 
Council  decided  to  undertake  the  work,  and  purchased  two  scavenging  carts  and  a horse  for 
the  purpose.  The  work  is  done  in  the  daytime  in  the  winter  months,  and  during  the  night 
in  the  summer,  and  has  been  fairly  well  carried  out  during  the  past  year. 

Bye-Laws  and  Regulations. — The  Council  possesses  bye-laws  with  respect  to 
“Slaughter-houses”  and  “ Common  Lodging-houses,”  which  were  allowed  in  1884,  and 
with  respect  to  “ New  Streets  and  Buildings,”  allowed  in  1885.  They  are,  with  a few 
modifications,  closely  assimilated  to  the  “Model  Bye-laws”  of  the  Local  Government 
Board.  A series  of  Regulations  under  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops’  Order,  1886, 
has  been  adopted. 

Acts  of  Parliament  Adopted. — The  “Infectious  Diseases  (Notification)  Act, 
1889,”  was  adopted  in  1893,  and  came  into  operation  on  January  27th,  1894.  Part  III  of 
the  “ Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment)  Act,  1890,”  was  adopted  in  April,  1894. 

Joint  Hospital. — The  hospital  question  was  discussed  by  the  District  Council,  who 
finally  decided  to  join  with  the  two  Skipton  Authorities  in  their  scheme  for  a Joint  Per- 
manent Hospital,  and  two  of  the  Councillors  were  admitted  as  members  of  the  new  Joint 
Hospital  Committee  at  the  meeting  on  August  10th,  when  the  new  apportionments  and 
accommodations  were  decided  upon.  The  Silsden  District  also  participates  in  the  Joint 
Temporary  Hospital  at  Skipton,  which  has  this  year  been  reconstructed  in  brick. 

Council  Offices. — The  transfer  by  purchase  of  the  buildings  vested  in  the  trustees  of 
the  Mechanics’  Institute  has  been  found  for  the  present  to  be  impracticable,  and  the 
District  Council  is  renting  the  property  at  £40  per  annum. 

Population. — At  the  census  of  1871  the  population  was  2,714  living  in  596  houses, 
and  that  of  1881  was  3,329  living  in  752  houses.  At  the  census  of  1891  it  was  found  to 
be  3,866  living  in  841  houses.  I have  estimated  it  up  to  the  middle  of  1896  to  be  4,100 
living  in  1,060  houses,  or  an  average  of  3-8  per  house. 

Births. — The  total  births  registered  were  108  in  number  (50  males  and  50  females). 
This  is  a decrease  of  23  upon  last  year,  and  is  equivalent  to  a birth-rate  of  26’3  per  1,000, 
as  compared  with  32-3  last  year  and  24'7  in  1894.  The  natural  increase  to  the  population 
was  39. 

Deaths. — The  total  deaths  returned  were  68  in  number  (30  males  and  38  females). 
To  this  must  be  added  one  death  belonging  to  the  District,  which  occurred  in  the  Skipton 
Workhouse.  This  is  an  increase  of  2 upon  last  year,  and  is  equivalent  to  an  annual  death- 
rate  of  16-8  per  1,000  living,  as  compared  with  16*5  last  year,  and  15-0  in  1894. 


The  deaths  occurred  in  each  quarter  as  follows : — 


1885  ... 

1st  Quarter. 

25  

2nd  Quarter. 
17  

3rd  Quarter. 

16  

4tli  Quarter. 

14 

1886  . . . 

17  

6 

17  

21 

1887  . . . 

15  

10  

22  

15 

1888 

22  

13  

20  

17 

1889  ... 

15  

16  

19  

23 

1890  . . . 

20  

15  

hr 

19 

1891 

16  

42  

9 

15 

1892  ... 

14  

35  

11  

12 

1893  . . . 

18  

18  

21  

21 

1894  ... 

13  

18  

14  

15 

1895  ... 

20  

16  

19  

12 

1896  ... 

14  

16  

11  

27 

3 


The  mortality  as  to  age  was  as  follows : — 

| 27  under  5 years  of  age. 


- 41  over  5 years  of  age. 


68 


TABLE  I. 

Table  showing  population,  inhabited  houses,  births,  and  deaths,  for  the  last  twelve 
years  1885-96  inclusive,  and  also  the  average  of  the  decade,  1878-87  : — 


Deaths  under 

1 

year 

of  age 

. . ..  19 

over 

1 

year 

and  under  5 

....  8 

?? 

5 

15 

1 

>> 

5? 

15 

25 

6 

?? 

25 

60 

....  19 

?? 

60 

. . . . 15 

T'nf.nl 


1 Year. 

Population. 

Inhabited 

Houses. 

Births. 

Deaths.* 

1885 

3,630 

786 

95 

72 

1886 

3,700 

840 

117 

62 

1887 

3,770 

840 

105 

64 

Average  of  10  years  1878-87. 

3,457 

110 

67 

1888 

3,860 

840 

111 

75 

! 1889 

3,940 

840 

118 

73 

1890 

4,020 

874 

122 

62 

1891 

3,866 

841 

120 

83 

1892 

3,900 

890 

121 

73 

1893 

3,950 

950 

114 

78 

1894 

4,000 

1030 

99 

60 

1895 

4,050 

1039 

131 

67 

1896 

4,100 

1,060 

108 

69 

* Including  deaths  of  persons  belonging  to  the  District  who  died  in  the  Skipton  Workhouse. 
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TABLE  II. 


Table  showing  the  average  annual  birth-rate,  rates  of  mortality,  death-rates  among 
children,  and  deaths  in  public  institutions,  during  the  ten  years  1878-87,  and  in  the 
last  twelve  years. 


Year 

Birth-rate 
per  1000 
of  the 
population. 

Annual  Rate 
of  mortality 
per  1000 
living. 

Deaths  of 
Children  un- 
der 1 year ; 
percentage 
of  total 
deaths. 

Percentage 
of  deaths  of 
Children  un- 
der 1 year 
to  registered 
births. 

Deaths  of 
Children  un- 
der 5 years  ; 
percentage 
of  total 
deaths. 

Total  number 
of  deaths  in 
Public 
Institutions. 

1885 

26-1 

20-1 

15-0' 

11-5 

20-5 

1 

1886 

31-6 

16-7 

19-3 

10-2 

33-8 

1 

1887 

27-8 

16-9 

20-3 

12-3 

42-1 

2 

Mean  for 
decade 
1878-87. 

32-0 

19-5 

20-2 

12-3 

33-8 

1-3 

1888 

28-7 

19-4 

13-3 

9-0 

26-6 

3 

1889 

29-9 

18-5 

24-6 

15-2 

36-9 

0 

1890 

30-3 

15-4 

20-9 

10-6 

30-6 

1 

1891 

31-0 

21-4 

25-3 

17-5 

37-3 

1 

1892 

31-0 

18-7 

31-5 

19-0 

43-8 

1 

1893 

28-8 

19-7 

20-5 

14-0 

26-9 

0 

1894 

24-7 

15-0 

18-3 

11-1 

31-6 

0 

1895 

32-3 

16-5 

26-8 

13-7 

38-8 

0 

1896 

263 

168 

275 

175 

391 

1 

The  birth-rate  is,  with  the  exception  of  that  for  1894,  the  lowest  recorded.  The  general 
death-rate  is  2'0  below  the  mean  for  the  past  18  years.  The  infant  mortality  is  very  high, 
and  has  only  been  higher  in  the  year  1892.  The  percentage  to  total  deaths  of  deaths  of 
children  under  one  year  of  age  is  higher  than  in  any  year  except  1892,  and  that  for  children 
under  five  years  has  only  been  exceeded  in  the  years  1892  and  1887.  Among  persons  aged 
60  years  and  upwards  there  were  15  deaths,  or  a percentage  to  total  deaths  of  21  *7,  the 
lowest  percentage  in  the  Combined  District. 

Mean  Age  at  Death. — The  mean  age  at  death  was  28-3  (28-5  for  males  and  28-2  for 
females),  as  compared  with  35-8  last  year,  and  38-2  in  1894. 

TABLE  III. 

Table  showing  number  of  deaths  certified  by  registered  medical  practitioners, 
uncertified  deaths,  and  inquests,  with  their  percentage  to  total  deaths,  during  the  yearg 
1894,  1895,  and  1896:  — 


Deaths. 

Percentage  of  Total  Deaths. 

1894 

1895 

1896 

1894 

1895 

1896 

Certified  

55 

61 

60 

91-6 

91-0 

88-2 

Uncertified  

3 

5 

4 

5-0 

7-4 

6-6 

Inquests  

2 

1 

4 

3-3 

1-4 

6-6 

5 


UNCERTIFIED  DEATHS  IN  1896. 


Locality . 

Sex. 

Age. 

Cause  Assigned. 

Lee’s  Square  

M 

14  hours. 

Premature  Birth. 

Kirkgate 

M 

46 

Apoplectic  Fit. 

Premature  Birth. 

John’s  Square 

F 

30  minutes. 

St.  John’s  Street 

F 

f 1 year  and  ) 
(11  months.) 

Diarrhoea  and  Vomiting. 

TABLE  IV. 

Table  showing  the  mortality  from  certain  classes  of  diseases,  and  proportions  to 
population  and  to  1000  deaths,  in  the  years  1894,  1895,  and  1896. 


Total  Deaths. 

Deaths  per  1000 
of 

Population. 

Proportion  of 
deaths  to  1000 
deaths. 

1894 

1895 

1896 

18941895 

1 

1896 

1894 

1895 

1896 

1.  Seven  Principal  Zymotic  Diseases.  . 

2.  Pulmonary  Diseases  (other  than  ) 

Phthisis) ) 

3.  Tubercular  Diseases  

3 

17 

4 

1 

2 

6 

12 

8 

6 

1 

12 

9 

9 

6 

1 

0- 7 

4-2 

1- 0 

0-2 

0-5 

1- 4 

2- 9 

1-9 

1-4 

0-2 

2-8 

2-1 

2-1 

1-4 

0'2 

50-0 

283 

66-6 

16-6 

33-3 

89-5 

179 

119 

89-5 

14-9 

176 

132 

132 

88-2 

14-7 

4.  Wasting  Diseases  of  Infants 

5.  Convulsive  Diseases  of  Infants  .... 

NOTES. 

1.  Includes  Smallpox,  Measles,  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough,  Fever, 
Diarrhoea,  and  Dysentery. 

3.  Includes  Phthisis,  Scrofula,  Rickets,  and  Tabes. 

4.  Includes  Marasmus,  Atrophy,  Debility,  Want  of  Breast-milk,  and  Premature 
Birth. 

5.  Includes  Hydrocephalus,  Infant  Meningitis,  Convulsions,  and  Teething. 

Among  the  above  classes  of  disease  it  will  be  noticed  that  the  number  of  deaths 
registered  from  pulmonary  diseases  has  decreased,  while  those  from  tubercular  diseases  have 
increased  during  the  past  three  years.  The  deaths  included  under  the  head  of  zymotic 
disease  have  doubled  each  year. 
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TABLE  V. 

Table  showing  the  number  of  deaths  from  the  seven  principal  Zymotic  Diseases 
during  the  three  years  1894,  1895,  1896: — 


Disease. 

Total  Deaths. 

Proportion  of  deaths  to 

1000  deaths. 

1894 

1895 

1896 

1894 

1895 

1896 

Smallpox 

. . 

.. 

Measles  

1 

14-4 

Scarlet  Fever  

1 

14-4  | 

Diphtheria  and  Mem-  | 

Mem.  Croup. 

l 

Mem.  Croup. 
2 

14-9 

28-9 

branous  Croup ( 

Whooping  Cough  

1 

2 

1 

16-6 

29-8 

14-4 

Fever  

2 

4 

33-3 

57-9 

Diarrhoea 

3 

3 

44-7 

43-4 

Twelve  deaths  were  returned  under  the  head  of  zymotic  disease,  which  is  equivalent 
to  a zymotic  rate  of  2-8  per  1000  living,  and  is  the  highest  zymotic  rate  this  year  in  the 
combined  district.  106  certificates  were  received  during  the  year  under  the  Infectious 
Diseases  (Notification)  Act,  1889,  as  compared  with  37  last  year,  and  18  in  1894.  Of  the 
106,  76  were  cases  of  scarlatina. 

Measles. — A single  death  was  returned  from  measles  in  a child  1 1 months  old  in 
December. 

Scarlatina. — One  death  only  occurred  from  scarlatina,  though  76  cases  were  notified 
during  the  year,  occurring  in  53  houses.  The  death  occurred  in  April,  and  was  that  of 
the  first  case  notified.  The  principal  outbreak  took  place  in  May,  and  I had  to  recommend 
the  closing  of  the  Aire-view  and  Bolton-road  Schools.  The  cases  were  not  limited  to  any 
part  of  the  town,  and  were  very  mild  in  type.  They  were  distributed  as  follows  : — 7 cases 
in  April,  27  in  May,  9 in  June,  2 in  one  house  in  July,  2 in  August,  8 in  September,  6 in 
October,  7 in  November,  and  8 in  December.  All  cases  were  dealt  with  at  their  own 
homes,  where  precautions  were  given  and  disinfectants  supplied.  Although  since  October 
this  Council  has  had  a share  in  the  Temporary  Joint  Hospital  at  Skipton,  we  were  unable 
to  persuade  any  parents  to  take  advantage  of  the  isolation  thus  offered,  and  I was 
reluctant  to  use  compulsion  in  the  form  of  a Magistrates’  Order  to  enforce  removal  of  cases 
to  the  hospital  at  the  first ; but  if  parents  continue  to  refuse  to  allow  their  children  to  be 
taken,  this  will  have  to  be  done,  as  only  by  use  of  the  hospital  is  true  isolation  obtained 
and  the  spread  of  the  disease  limited,  and  it  is  absurd  for  the  Council  to  pay  its  share  in 
the  Temporary  Joint  Hospital  and  not  to  derive  any  benefit  from  it. 

Membranous  Croui\ — Two  deaths  were  returned  from  Membranous  Croup,  and  two 
other  cases  were  notified.  The  first  of  these  took  place  in  Tufton- street  in  October,  and 
was  that  of  a boy  aged  4 years.  The  other  death  occurred  in  November  in  Kirkgate  in  a 
child  of  17  months.  In  neither  case  was  any  insanitary  condition  found  on  the  premises. 
The  two  non -fatal  cases  took  place  in  October  and  December  respectively,  in  Lees  Square 
and  Drabble  House,  and  no  clue  was  obtained  to  the  origin  of  these  cases. 
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Whooping  Cough. — A single  death  was  registered  from  Whooping  Cough  and 
Bronchitis  in  November,  in  a child  of  six  months. 

Typhoid  Fever. — Four  deaths  were  registered  as  from  Typhoid  Fever,  and  in  all,  15 
cases  were  notified  as  such  during  the  year.  The  first  notified  case  was  that  of  a child  of 
three  in  Bradley-road  in  January.  The  drain  at  this  house  was  of  rubble,  and  there  was 
no  gulley  at  the  grating  where  the  slops  were  emptied  outside  the  house.  In  March  three 
cases  occurred  in  one  house  in  children  at  East-view.  Here  no  insanitary  conditions  were 
found.  A single  case  in  a girl  of  22  was  reported  in  April  in  Bolton-road.  There  was  no 
clue  to  the  origin  of  this  case.  In  May,  three  cases  occurred  in  one  house  in  Hothfi eld- 
street,  a boy  of  13  being  first  attacked,  and  subsequently  his  mother,  who  nursed  him  and 
a sister  9 years  of  age.  The  cases  were  mild  in  type.  This  was  a new  house,  but  the 
slopstone  pipe  which  had  been  provided  was  missing,  and  the  slops  were  soaking  into  the 
foundations.  Another  case  which  occurred  in  May  was  that  of  a young  man  aged  22  ; a 
weaver  living  in  Keighley-road,  who  died  from  “cerebral  hcemorrhage.”  There  was  no 
clue  to  the  origin  of  this  case.  The  next  case,  which  ended  fatally,  occurred  in  August 
at  an  isolated  house  on  Silsden  Moor  in  a young  wife  of  21  years.  At  this  house  the  slop- 
stone  pipe  was  connected  with  the  drain  and  untrapped.  Two  cases  of  a very  doubtful 
nature  were  notified  in  November  in  children  of  18  months  and  17  months  respectively, 
living  in  Bridge-road  and  Chapel-lane.  In  both  instances,  however,  the  slopstone  pipe 
was  directly  connected  with  the  drain.  In  December  three  cases  were  reported.  In  the 
first  of  these,  which  took  place  at  Cringles,  in  a woman  of  45,  the  death  certificate  was  the 
first  intimation,  the  cause  being  certified  as  “ typhoid  fever  and  epistaxis.”  At  this  house 
the  drainage  was  in  a very  bad  state,  and  was  subsequently  altered.  The  last  cases  were 
notified  in  Aire- view  in  a boy  of  6,  and  Tufton -street  in  a boy  of  4,  which  last  terminated 
fatally,  death  being  due  to  “ convulsions  ” after  eight  days’  illness.  In  neither  instance 
was  anything  wrong  found  on  the  premises.  In  all  cases  precautions  were  given  and 
disinfectants  supplied,  but  the  cases  had  to  be  treated  at  their  own  homes. 


Diarrhoea. — Three  deaths  were  returned  from  diarrhoea.  Two  of  these  occurred  in 
infants  in  August  and  October  respectively,  and  one  was  that  of  a man  aged  79,  which 
took  place  in  December. 

Erysipelas. — No  death  was  due  to  this  cause,  but  eleven  cases  were  notified  during 
the  year.  Of  these,  4 were  males,  and  7 females;  2 were  under,  and  9 over  five  years 
of  age. 

TABLE  YI. 


Inspector’s  Report  oe  the  Sanitary  Work,  &c.,  completed  in  the  year  ending 
December  31st,  189G. 


No.  of  Houses  built  during  the  year 

No.  of  Houses,  Premises,  &c.,  inspected  

House  Drains  Repaired,  Cleansed,  &c 

House  Drains  Trapped  and  Ventilated  

Privies  and  Water  Closets  Repaired,  Cleansed,  &c 

Pail  Closets  provided  

Water  Supply,  Houses  provided  with  

Ashpits,  new  provided 

No.  of  Ashpits  ordered  to  be  emptied 

Removal  of  Accumulation  of  Dung,  Stagnant  Water,  Animal  / 

and  other  Refuse  ( 

Houses  Disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease 

Slaughter  Houses  Inspected  

Dairies  and  Cowsheds  Inspected 

Canal  Boats  Inspected 

Plans  approved 

Plans  disapproved 


19 

172 

7 

13 

9 

25 

19 

19 

3 

14 

GO 

4 
6 

17 

7 

3 


HY.  LONGBOTTOM,  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 
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Slaughter-houses,  &c. — The  six  Slaughter-houses  have  been  regularly  inspected  and 
are  fairly  well  kept.  There  is  no  Common  Lodging-house  in  the  District.  There  are  no 
noxious  trades.  No  instance  of  over-croivding  was  reported.  No  case  of  unsound  meat , 
exposed  for  sale,  has  come  to  my  knowledge.  No  Legal  Proceedings  have  been  taken. 

17  Canal  Boats  were  examined  by  the  Inspector  under  the  Act,  and  no  action  was 
necessary. 

The  matters  requiring  the  attention  of  the  Council  are  : — 

1.  — The  carrying  out  of  the  scheme  which  has  been  sanctioned  for  the  proper 

sewerage  of  the  town,  with  as  little  delay  as  possible. 

2.  — The  provision  of  («)  a hospital  for  the  isolation  of  infectious  disease,  together 

with  (b)  efficient  stoving  apparatus  for  the  disinfection  of  clothing,  bedding, 
&c.,  and  (c)  an  ambulance  for  the  proper  removal  of  cases  in  combination 
with  the  Skipton  Authorities. 

FRANCIS  E.  ATKINSON,  L.R.C.P.  ^London),  M.R.C.S., 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


The  Silsden  Urban  District  Council. 
February,  1897. 


TABLE  A. 


TABLE  OF  DEATHS  during  the  Thirteen  Years  1883-96,  in  the  Urban  Sanitary  District  of  Silsden,  classified  according  to  Diseases  and  Ages,  and  showing  also 

the  Population  of  the  District,  and  the  Births  therein  during  each  year. 


Name  of  Locality 
adopted  for  the  pur- 
pose of  these  Statistics; 
public  institutious 
being  excluded. 

1 

Population  at  all 
Ages. 

Registered  Births. 

Mortality  from  all  Causes  at  Subjoined  Ages. 

Mortality  from  Disease,  under  5 Years  and  above  5 Years. 

Census. 

2 

Estimated  to  middle 

^ of  Year. 

At  all 
Ages. 

5 

Under 

1 

year. 

6 

1 

and 

under 

5 

7 

5 

and 

under 

15 

8 

15 

and 

under 

25 

9 

25 

and 

under 

60 

10 

60 

and 

over 

11 

12 

a, 

a 

C/3 

13 

Measles. 

3 

C/3 

15 

d 

■Jjj 

CM 

Q 

16 

»-«  Croup  (not 

spasmodic). 

-d 

w> 

6 

to 

g 

'cm 

-a 

18 

Continued 

Fevers. 

d 

O 

23 

rt 

a 

3 

-a 

35 

24 

a< 

W 

25 

d 

a 

8 

26 

> 

pS 

a, 

3 

CM 

27 

-3 

CM 

29 

Bronchitis. 

q Pneumonia,  and 

Pleurisy. 

{■^  Heart  Disease. 

W Injuries. 

^ Other  Diseases. 

Influeuza. 

tn  O T3 

3 -r1  '3 

J3  £ -3 

ft  « ft 

£>■»  a 

Eh  WEh 

19  20 

-a  3 

O Q 

21 

bO  Diarrhoea  anc 

tO  Dysentery. 

SILSDEN  1S83 

3,840 

121 

66 

12 

9 

3 

6 

15 

21 

Under  5 

1 

2 

10 

8 

5 upwards 

1 

1 

1 

11 

12 

6 

2 

11 

1884 

3,560 

113 

48 

12 

4 

2 

21 

9 

Under  5 

1 

3 

2 

12 

5 upwards 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

4 

6 

1 

1 

12 

1885 

3,630 

95 

72 

11 

4 

1 

- 21 

29 

Under  5 

10 

1 

4 

5 upwards 

16 

5 

2 

26 

...1886 

3,700 

117 

61 

12 

9 

4 

3 

16 

17 

Under  5 

1 

1 

8 

8 

5 upwards 

3 

6 

12 

5 

17 

1887 

3,770 

105 

62 

13 

14 

2 

4 

14 

15 

Under  5 

5 

1 

2 

10 

1 

8 

5 upwards 

1 

uir 

1 

2 

1 

4 

9 

3 

2 

12 

1888 

3,870 

111 

72 

10 

18 

10 

7 

6 

15 

24 

Under  5 

3 

1 

2 

1 

3 

8 

5 upwards 

1 

1 

2 

— r 

1 

2 

T;7 

7 

9 

10 

2 

21 

„ 1889 

3,940 

118 

73 

9 

3 

4 

16 

23 

Under  5 

1 

6 

17 

5 upwards 

2 

2 

5 

7 

12 

1 

17 

„ 1890 

4,020 

122 

61 

13 

6 

3 

3 

12 

24 

Under  5 

1 

1 

2 

1 

14 

5 upwards 

1 

TT 

5 

10 

13 

3 

10 

„ 1891 

3866 

120 

82 

21 

10 

3 

5 

17 

26 

Under  5 

6 

1 

8 

13 

3 

5 upwards 

1 

2 

6 

9 

11 

l 

12 

9 

„ 1892 

3,900 

121 

72 

23 

9 

3 

2 

21 

14 

Under  5 

1 

4 

6 

8 

12 

1 

5 upwards 

2 

6 

4 

4 

2 

16 

6 

„ 1893 

3,950 

114 

78 

16 

5 

1 

2 

17 

37 

Under  5 

2 

2 

4 

1 

1 

2 

9 

5 upwards 

1 

1 

1 

4 

12 

10 

27 

1 

1894 

4,000 

99 

60 

11 

8 

3 

4 

11 

23 

Under  5 

1 

10 

1 

1 

5 

1 

5 upwards 

2 

3 

7 

12 

1 

16 

4,050 

131 

67 

18 

8 

1 

2 

16 

22 

Under  5 

1 

2 

3 

7 

1 

12 

5 upwards 

2 

... 

i 

6 

5 

13 

TT 

14 

3 

1896 

4,100 

i 

108  68 

19 

8 

i 

6 

19 

15 

Under  5 

i 

i 

2 

6 

13 

5 upwards 

i 

3 

1 

8 

3 

7 

1 

17 

TABLE  B 1896 

Infectious  Cases  Reported. 

Under  5 

29 

3 

4 

2 

Share  in  Skipton  Joint  Temporary 

5 upwards 

47 

1 

11 

9 

Hospital  since  October,  1896. 

! 


EDMONDSON  AND  CO.,  PRINTERS,  SKIPTON. 
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URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


OAKWORTH 

URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  the  Year  1896. 


Area,  9,225  Acres ; Rateable  Value  (1896),  ,£14,437 ; Inhabited  Rouses 
(1871),  1,284;  (1881),  1,337;  (1891),  1,373 ; Population  enumerated 
(1871),  5,683;  (1881),  5,769;  (1891),  5,870;  ( Estimated  1896),  4,870. 


Inspection  oe  District. — This  District  has  been  regularly  inspected  during  the  past 
year,  and  special  visits  have  been  made  in  connection  with  outbreaks  of  infectious  disease. 
Continuous  progress  is  made  in  the  abatement  of  all  forms  of  nuisance,  as  will  be  seen  on 
reference  to  Table  VI.  This  District  was  reduced  in  area  by  2,680  acres  and  in  population 
by  about  1,000,  towards  the  close  of  last  year,  by  the  transfer  of  this  portion  to  the 
Borough  of  Keighley,  and  the  order  of  transfer  took  effect  on  November  9th,  1895.  The 
rates  for  this  year  are  of  course  calculated  on  the  reduced  estimated  population. 

Sanitary  Condition  and  Progress  : Water  Supply.— The  Keighley  water  supply 
from  Water  Sheddles  Reservoir  is  extended  to  Oakworth  and  Lane  Ends,  and  laid  into 
most  of  the  houses.  At  Stanbury,  water  is  also  piped  into  the  majority  of  the  houses  from 
a spring  by  the  owner  of  the  property.  At  Laycock,  Goose  Eye,  Oldfield,  and  Newsholme, 
the  water  supply  has  for  the  most  part  to  be  fetched  by  the  inhabitants  from  springs  and 
shallow  wells  at  various  distances,  and  in  a few  cases  it  is  laid  into  the  houses. 
Eight  houses  remaining  at  Brackenbank  have  water  laid  on  to  them  from  a spring.  At 
Laycock,  the  inhabitants  have  suffered  this  year  from  deficient  supply,  which  is  also 
rendered  liable  to  pollution  by  cattle.  A meeting  of  the  property  owners  was  called,  and 
they  are  considering  means  for  obtaining  a better  supply.  In  October  last  I reported  that 
the  water  supplies  to  Chip  Hill  and  Bogthorn  had  been  defective  in  quality  and  were  liable 
to  pollution,  and  the  owners  of  property  have  since  been  noticed  to  provide  a more  suitable 
supply,  failing  which  the  Council  will  extend  their  main  from  Sykes  Head.  No  extension 
of  public  mains  has  been  laid  this  year. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage. — Oakworth  proper  is  the  only  place  in  the  present  District 
where  a proper  scheme  of  sewerage  has  been  provided.  The  only  extension  of  main  sewer 
this  year  consists  of  about  20  yards  of  9 -inch  pipes  in  Dockroyd.  In  other  parts  the  rubble 
highway  drains  are  made  to  act  as  sewers,  and  the  private  drainage  is  also  constructed  for 
the  most  part  of  rubble.  In  houses  of  recent  erection  the  drains  are  laid  in  sanitary  pipes 
and  are  properly  disconnected.  In  many  of  the  older  houses  there  are  no  slopstones,  but 
grates  are  provided  outside. 

Excrement  and  Refuse  Disposal. — The  method  of  excrement  disposal  chiefly  in  use 
throughout  the  District  is  the  common  privy-midden.  All  those  of  recent  erection  are 
constructed  upon  proper  principles.  A number  have  been  provided  with  moveable  recep- 
tacles. Since  the  provision  of  a proper  sewerage  scheme  at  Oakworth  a number  of 
Duckett’s  Waste  Water  Closets  have  been  put  in,  and  in  all  new  property  here  this  form  of 
closet  is  adopted.  The  removal  of  nightsoil  and  ashpit  refuse  was  undertaken  by  contract 
in  1893,  and  the  work  was  again  relet  in  March  to  Mr.  Catlow  Emmott,  of  Newsholme,  for 
one  year  for  £90.  The  scavenging  area  is  continuous  with  the  special  drainage  District  of 
Oakworth  proper.  The  work  has  not  on  the  whole  been  satisfactorily  done  this  year.  In 
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other  parts  the  scavenging  is  for  the  most  part  dependent  upon  tenants,  and  in  a few 
instances  is  undertaken  by  the  larger  property  owners. 

Byelaws,  &c. — The  byelaws  previously  in  force  in  this  District,  which  were  sanctioned 
in  1873,  were  repealed  in  1889,  and  the  Board  adopted  the  Model  Byelaws,  with  certain 
modifications,  with  respect  to  “New  Streets  and  Buildings,”  “Slaughter-Houses,” 
“ Common  Lodging-Houses,”  the  “ Cleansing  of  Earth  Closets,  Privies,  Ashpits,  &c.,”  and 
“ Cemetery.” 

This  Authority  issued  a series  of  Begulations  under  the  “ Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and 
Milkshops  Order,  1886,”  which  came  into  force  on  May  1st,  1889. 

Acts  of  Parliament  Adopted. — The  “Infectious  Diseases  (Notification)  Act,  1889,” 
was  adopted  by  this  Authority,  and  came  into  force  on  the  1st  of  February,  1890.  The 
Board  in  1893  adopted  Part  III.  of  the  “Public  Health  Act  (Amendment)  Act,  1890.” 

No  further  powers  have  been  adopted  this  year. 

Infectious  Hospital.—  In  April  last  a Local  Government  Board  Inquiry  was  held  at 
Oxenhope  uuder  Dr.  F.  W.  Barry,  with  reference  to  the  extension  of  the  Keighley  and 
Bingley  Joint  Hospital  District  by  the  inclusion  of  the  Oakworth  Urban  and  Oxenhope 
Urban  Districts,  and  fixing  the  apportiouate  share  in  the  scheme  and  representation  on  the 
Joint  Board.  This  being  agreed  upon,  a new  Provisional  Order  was  issued  by  the  Local 
Government  Board  constituting  the  new  Joint  Board.  It  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  this 
Board  now  includes  all  the  Authorities  originally  intended  to  be  included  in  this  Joint 
Hospital  scheme.  The  Joint  Hospital  at  Morton  Banks  will  shortly  be  opened,  and  ready 
for  the  reception  of  scarlet  fever  patients. 

Population. — At  the  census  of  1871  the  population  was  5,683,  and  that  of  1881  was 
5,769.  The  census  of  1891  showed  the  population  to  be  5,870,  living  in  1,373  houses. 
The  population  of  the  present  reduced  district  I have  estimated  to  be  4,870,  living  in  1,157 
houses,  or  an  average  of  4*2  per  house. 

Births. — The  total  births  registered  were  86  in  number  (51  males  and  35  females). 
This  is  a decrease  of  56  from  last  year  in  the  larger  district,  and  is  equivalent  to  an  annual 
birth-rate  of  only  17*6  per  1,000  living,  which  is  the  lowest  birth-rate  in  the  Combined 
District.  The  birth-rate  during  the  two  previous  years  was  24*0  and  25-0.  The  natural 
increase  to  the  population  is  29. 

Deaths. — The  total  deaths  returned  were  57  in  number  (33  males  and  24  females). 
This  is  a decrease  of  38  from  last  year  in  the  larger  district,  and  is  equivalent  to  a death- 
rate  of  11 -7  per  1,000  living,  which  is  the  lowest  death-rate  in  the  Combined  District. 
The  death-rates  for  the  last  two  years  were  16-0  and  16*7. 


The  deaths  were  distributed  among  the  quarters  of  the  year  as  follows : — 


1885  . . . 

1st  Quarter. 
40  

2nd  Quarter. 

34  

3rd  Quarter. 

27  

4th  Quarter 

19 

1886  ... 

20  

34  

16  

28 

1887  . . . 

36  

22 

33  

20 

1888  . . . 

30  

27  

24  

33 

1889  ... 

21  

21  

19  

31 

1890  . . . 

33  

30  

23  

25 

1891  ... 

30  

42  

23  

24 

1892  . . . 

33  

25  

24  

29 

1893  . . . 

34  

23  

24  

24 

1894  . . . 

24  

25  . . . . . 

23  

27 

1895  ... 

29  

25  

18  

23 

1896  ... 

17  

12  

13  

15 

3 


The  mortality  as  to  age  was  as  follows : — 


Keighley 

Parish.  Stanbury. 


Deaths  under  1 
,,  over  1 

year 

year 

of  age 

and  under  5 . 

6 

3 

0 

1” 

under  5 years  of  age. 

?? 

„ 5 

„ 15  . 

0 

° 1 

„ 15 

„ 25 

„ 25  . 

„ 60  . 

4 

. 19 

o 

2 1 

r 46 

over  5 years  of  age. 

„ 60 

Total  

. 18 

3 J 

57 

Tables  A and  B of  the  Mortality  and  Sickness  in  the  Oakworth  Urban  Sanitary 
District  for  the  twelve  calendar  months  ending  December  31st,  1896  : — 

TABLE  A. 


NAME  OF  DISEASE. 


— 5 means  under  5 years  of  age  . . . . 
+ 5 means  over  5 years  of  age 

Smallpox 

Measles  

Scarlatina  

Diphtheria  

Croup  (not  “ spasmodic  ”) 

Whooping  Cough  

(Typhus  

“ Continued  ” J tt.  . • m i -a 
Fevers  1 ^n^enc  or  Typhoid  . 

lOf  other  or  doubtful 

Diarrhoea  and  Dysentery 

Cholera  

Rheumatic  Fever  

Erysipelas  

Pyaemia  

Puerperal  Fever 

Ague  

Influenza 

Phthisis  

Bronchitis,  Pneumonia,  and  Pleurisy 

Heart  Disease 

Injuries  

Diseases  not  named  above 

Total  


Total  Deaths 
registered  in  District. 


Keighley 

Parish. 


+ 5 


1 

8 

4 

9 

1 

*16 


Stanbury. 


+ 0 


Total. 


—5 


+ 5 


1 

8 

7 

9 

1 

18 


9 


41 


11 


46 


* This  includes  a death  from  “Anthrax”  in  a woolsorter  aged  36,  living  in  Church 
Street,  Oakworth,  which  occurred  in  May. 
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TABLE  B. 


NAME  OF  DISEASE. 

New  Cases  of  Sickness. 

Institutions. 

— 5 means  under  5 years  of  age \ 

—5 

+ 5 

Total. 

+ 5 means  over  5 vears  of  age  ) 

Smallpox 

l3 

o 

Scarlatina  

s .a 

Diphtheria  

1 

1 

Membranous  Croup  

2 

2 

P-l  <x> 

/Typhus  

© " 

I Enteric  or  Typhoid 

6 

6 

-4— > .5 

o 

Fevers  . . < Continued  

1 

1 

o .2 

1 Relapsing  

\Puerperal  

Cholera  

O 

Erysipelas  

13 

13 

Total  

2 

21 

23 

The  following  Tables,  I.  to  IV.,  are  uniform  with  those  of  previous  years : — 

TABLE  I. 


Table  showing  population,  births  and  deaths  for  the  years  1885-96  inclusive,  together 
with  average  for  period  of  ten  years  1878-87  : — 


Year. 

Population  estimated  to 
middle  of  the  year. 

Births. 

Deaths. 

1885 

5,810 

125 

120 

1886 

5,820 

140 

98 

1887 

5,830 

166 

111 

Average  for  decade 
1878-87. 

5,821 

151 

106 

1888 

5,830 

142 

114 

1889 

5,840 

139 

92 

1890 

5.900 

148 

111 

1891 

CENSUS 

5,870 

151 

119 

1892 

5,880 

154 

111 

1893 

5,890 

149 

105 

1894 

5,900 

148 

99 

1895 

5,910 

142 

95 

1896 

4,870 

86 

57 

5 


TABLE  II. 

Table  showing  the  annual  birth-rate,  rates  of  mortality,  death-rates  among  children, 
and  deaths  in  public  institutions  during  the  twelve  years  1885-96  inclusive,  and  the 
average  for  the  decade  1878-87  : — 


Year. 

Birth-rate 
per  1000 
of  the 
population. 

Annual  Rate 
of  mortality 
per  1000 
living. 

Deaths  of 
Children  un- 
der 1 year ; 
percentage 
of  total 
deaths. 

Percentage 
of  deaths  of 
Children  un- 
der 1 year 
to  registered 
births. 

Deaths  of 
Children  un- 
der 5 years  ; 
percentage 
of  total 
deaths. 

Total  number 
of  deaths  in 
Public 
Institutions. 

1885 

21.5 

20-6 

16-6 

16-0 

27-5 

1886 

24-0 

16-8 

13-2 

9-2 

17-3 

1887 

28-4 

19-0 

25-2 

16-8 

36-0 

Average  for 
decade 
1878-87. 

25-8 

18-2 

19-2 

13-5 

29-2 

1888 

24-3 

19-5 

14-0 

11-2 

28-0 

1889 

23-8 

15-7 

15-2 

10-0 

28-2 

1890 

25-0 

18-8 

18-9 

14-1 

25-2 

1891 

35-7 

20-2 

14-2 

11-2 

26-8 

1892 

26-1 

18-8 

21-6 

15-5 

36-0 

1893 

25-2 

17-8 

19-0 

13-4 

29-5 

1894 

25-0 

16-7 

20-2 

13-5 

34-3 

1895 

24-0 

16-0 

14-7 

9-8 

29-4 

1896 

176 

11-7 

140 

93 

192 

Both  birth-rate  and  death-rate  are  the  lowest  on  record.  They  are  calculated  on  the 
estimated  population  of  the  reduced  District.  The  infant  mortality  is  very  low,  and  less 
than  in  any  year  except  1886.  The  percentage  to  total  deaths  of  children  under  one  and 
under  five  years  of  age  are  each  considerably  below  the  average.  Among  persons  aged  60 
years  and  upwards  there  were  27  deaths,  or  a percentage  to  total  deaths  of  36-8. 

Mean  Age  at  Death. — The  mean  age  at  death  this  year  was  43-4  (45-3  for  males 
and  40 -9  for  females),  as  compared  with  39-6  last  year,  and  33-2  in  1894. 

TABLE  III. 


Table  showing  number  of  deaths  certified  by  registered  medical  practitioners, 
uncertified  deaths,  and  inquests,  with  their  percentage  to  total  deaths,  during  the  years 
1894,  1895,  and  1896:— 


Total  Deaths. 

Percentage  of  Total  Deaths. 

1894 

1895 

1896 

1894 

1895 

1896 

Certified 

94 

89 

53 

94-9 

93-6 

92-9 

Uncertified  

2 

5 

2 

2-0 

5-2 

3-5 

Inquests 

3 

1 

2 

3-0 

1-0 

3-5 

The  causes  assigned  for  the  two  uncertified  deaths  were  “ heart- disease  ” in  a man  of 
70,  in  Brook  Row,  Oakworth,  and  “cold  in  the  head”  in  an  infant  of  one  month  at 
“ Springhead.” 
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TABLE  IV. 


Table  showing  the  mortality  from  certain  classes  of  diseases,  and  proportions  to 
population  and  to  1000  deaths,  in  the  years  1894,  1895,  and  1896. 


Total  Deaths. 

Deaths  per  1000 
of 

Population. 

Proportion  of 
deaths  to  1000 
deaths. 

1894 

1895 

1896 

1894  1895 

i 

1896 

| 

18941895 

1896 

1. 

Seven  Principal  Zymotic  Diseases  . . 

5 

6 

4 

0-8 

1-0 

0-8 

50-5 

63-1 

70-1 

2. 

Pulmouary  Diseases  (other  than  ) 
Phthisis)  ] 

19 

26 

12 

3-2 

4-3 

2-4 

191 

273 

210 

3. 

Tubercular  Diseases  

15 

20 

9 

2-5 

3-3 

1-8 

151 

210 

157 

4. 

Wasting  Diseases  of  Infants  

6 

3 

2 

1-0 

0-5 

0-4 

60-6 

31-5 

35-0 

5. 

Convulsive  Diseases  of  Infants 

6 

4 

1 

1-0 

0-7 

0-2 

60-6 

42-1 

17-5 

NOTES. 


1.  Includes  Smallpox,  Measles,  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough,  Fever, 
and  Diarrhoea. 

2.  Includes  Phthisis,  Scrofula,  Rickets,  and  Tabes. 

3.  Includes  Marasmus,  Atrophy,  Debility,  Want  of  Breast-milk,  and  Premature 
Birth. 

5.  Includes  Hydrocephalus,  Infant  Meningitis,  Convulsions,  and  Teething. 

TABLE  V. 


Table  showing  the  number  of  deaths  from  the  seven  principal  Zymotic  Diseases  in  the 
three  years  1894,  1895,  and  1896: — 


Disease. 

Total  Deaths. 

Proportion  of  deaths  to 

1000  deaths. 

1894 

1895 

1896 

1894 

1895 

1896 

Smallpox 

Measles  

1 

2 

10-1 

21-0 

Scarlet  Fever  

Croup 

Croup 

10-1 

17-5 

Diphtheria  

1 

l 

Whooping  Cough  

3 

l 

30-3 

17-5 

Fever  

3 

2 

31-5 

35-0 

Diarrhoea 

1 

10*5 

Totals 

5 

6 

4 

50-5 

631 

701 
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Four  deaths  were  returned  under  the  head  of  Zymotic  disease,  as  compared  with  6 last 
year,  and  5 in  1894.  This  is  equivalent  to  a Zymotic  rate  for  the  year  of  08  per  1000 
living.  Twenty-three  certificates  were  received  under  the  Infectious  Diseases  (Notification) 
Act,  1889  ; of  these,  13  were  cases  of  Erysipelas. 

Diphtheria. — A single  case  of  diphtheria  occurred  in  January  at  Lane  Ends,  that  of 
lad  aged  15.  No  insanitary  condition  was  found  on  the  premises. 

Membranous  Croup. — One  death  was  returned  from  membranous  croup  at  Oldfield  in 
November,  in  a child  of  one  year  and  ten  months.  Another  case  was  notified  at  Stanbury 
in  December,  in  a child  of  two  years.  In  neither  instance  was  any  clue  to  the  origin 
obtained. 

Whooping  Cough. — A death  was  registered  from  whooping  cough  in  an  infant  of 
six  months,  in  Providence  Lane,  at  the  end  of  June.  This  disease  was  prevalent  at  Oldfield 
in  February,  and  I had  to  advise  the  closing  of  the  school  for  three  weeks. 

Typhoid  Fever. — Two  deaths  were  returned  as  typhoid  fever,  and  four  other  cases 
reported.  In  February  two  cases  occurred  in  one  house  in  Laycock,  in  females  of  43  and 
11  respectively.  No  defect  was  found  in  the  drainage  of  the  premises.  In  March  two 
cases  were  reported  in  one  house  in  Fell  Lane.  The  first  of  these  was  a man  aged  71,  who 
died;  the  second  that  of  a farm  lad  aged  18,  who  made  a good  recovery.  At  this  house  the 
slopstone  pipe  was  connected  directly  with  the  drain,  which,  however,  was  a separate  one, 
and  discharged  on  to  land.  The  next  case  occurred  at  the  same  time  in  Green  Hill 
Terrace,  Lane  Ends,  that  of  a man  aged  40,  and  terminated  fatally.  Here  the  drainage 
was  good,  and  no  defect  was  found.  The  last  case  was  reported  in  August,  that  of  a boy 
of  15  living  in  Church  Street,  Oakworth.  Here  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  premises  was 
satisfactory,  and  it  is  probable  that  the  disease  was  contracted  elsewhere.  In  all  cases  pre- 
cautions were  given  and  disinfectants  supplied. 

Continued  Fever. — A single  case  was  reported  as  continued  fever  in  a boy  living  in 
Brook  Bow  in  December. 

Erysipelas. — Thirteen  certificates  of  erysipelas  were  received.  Three  of  these  applied 
to  the  same  individual,  who  had  three  separate  attacks  during  the  year.  Of  the  cases,  8 
were  males  nd  5 females,  and  all  were  those  of  persons  over  five  years  of  age. 

Ineluenza. — A single  death  was  returned  from  “ influenza  and  pneumonia  ” in  a man 
aged  29,  in  March. 

Slaughter-houses,  &c. — The  slaughter-houses  and  bakehouses  have  been  regularly 
inspected  by  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances,  and  are  fairly  well  kept.  There  is  no  common 
lodging-house  in  the  District.  No  instance  of  overcrowding  has  been  reported,  nor  has  to 
my  knowledge  any  unsound  meat  been  exposed  for  sale.  Among  trades  classified  as  noxious 
trades , there  is  one  example,  viz.,  a knacker’s  yard,  situated  at  Bogthorn,  but  it  is  placed  in 
an  isolated  position.  A complaint  was  made  of  nuisance  arising  from  these  premises,  and 
steps  were  taken  to  have  them  improved.  The  dairies  and  coicsheds , which  are  registered, 
have  been  inspected,  and  are  fairly  kept.  No  legal  proceedings  were  found  necessary  this 
year. 
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In  Table  YI.  will  be  found  a list  of  the  nuisances  abated,  and  minor  sanitary  improve- 
ments effected  during  the  year  : — 


TABLE  YI. 

Inspector’s  Report  of  the  Sanitary  Work, 
December  31st,  1896. 


&c.,  completed  in  the  year  ending 


No.  of  Complaints  received  

No.  of  Houses  built  during  the  year  

House  Drains  Repaired,  Cleansed,  &c 

House  Drains  Trapped  and  Yentilated  

Privies  and  Water  Closets  Repaired,  Cleansed,  &c 

Slop  Water  Closets  provided 

Pail  Closets  provided 

Privies  provided 

Water  Supply,  Houses  provided  

Ashpits,  new  provided  

Ashpits  Repaired,  Covered,  &c 

No.  of  Ashpits  ordered  to  be  emptied  

Removal  of  Accumulation  of  Dung,  Stagnant  Water,  ) 

Animal  and  other  Refuse ) 

Eaves  Troughs  provided  

Removal  of  Animals  improperly  kept 

Filthy  Houses  ordered  to  be  Cleansed 

Offensive  Trades  complained  of 

Houses  Disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease  

Slaughter  Houses  Inspected 

Bakehouses  Inspected 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds 

Plans  approved  

Plans  disapproved  

JULIUS  SPENCER,  Certificated  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 

The  matters  requiring  the  attention  of  the  Council  are : — 

1.  — The  provision  of  a proper  water  supply  for  Chip  Hill  and  Bogthorn,  and  for 

the  village  of  Lay  cock. 

2.  — The  completion  of  the  Oakworth  sewerage  scheme. 

3. — The  provision  of  proper  means  of  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  for  the 

villages  of  Laycock,  Stanbury,  and  Goose-Eye. 

4.  — The  adoption  of  the  Public  Health  (Water)  Act,  1878. 

5.  — To  consider  the  undertaking  by  contract  of  the  removal  of  nightsoil  and 

ashpit  refuse  from  Laycock  and  Stanbury. 

FRANCIS  E.  ATKINSON,  L.R.C.P.  (London),  M.R.C.S., 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

To  the  Oakworth  Urban  District  Council. 

February,  1897. 
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URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  the  Year  1896. 


Area , 1,808  acres;  Rateable  Value  (1896),  £10,874  ; Inhabited  Houses 
(1871),  656 ; (1881),  877 ; (1891),  1,099 ; Population  enumerated 
(1871),  2,884;  (1881),  3,816;  (1891),  5,034;  Estimated  (1896), 
7,340. 


Inspection  of  District.— This  district  has  been  regularly  inspected  during  the  past 
year,  and  special  visits  have  been  made  in  connection  with  outbreaks  of  infectious  disease. 
Continuous  progress  is  made  in  the  abatement  of  all  forms  of  nuisance,  as  will  be  seen 
on  reference  to  Table  VI.  The  district  has  been  enlarged  this  year  by  the  transfer  of 
Lees  and  Cross  Roads,  formerly  a portion  of  the  Bingley  Outer  Urban  District.  This 
has  an  area  of  340  acres,  with  a population  of  about  2,200.  The  transfer  took  place  on 
March  25th  last.  A special  house  to  house  survey  of  the  new  portion  of  the  district  has 
been  undertaken,  and  is  almost  completed.  This  was,  however,  delayed,  as  it  was  im- 
practicable until  the  naming  of  the  streets  and  numbering  of  the  houses  had  been  carried 
out. 


Sanitary  Condition  and  Progress. — Water  Supply. — Haworth  is  supplied  by 
gravitation  from  two  reservoirs,  from  either  of  which  the  water  can  be  turned  into  the 
mains.  These  reservoirs  were  constructed  in  1851  and  1880  respectively,  and  together 
have  a capacity  of  936,000  gallons.  Owing  to  occasional  shortness  of  supply  this 
Authority  in  1892  made  an  agreement  with  the  Keighley  Corporation  to  supply  them  in  case 
of  deficiency.  The  supply  throughout  the  year  has  been  plentiful.  The  following  exten- 
sions of  water  mains  have  been  laid  during  the  year  : — 642  yards  of  3-incli  main  in  Hebden 
Road ; 120  yards  to  new  houses  in  North  Street  ; 193  yards  in  Butt  Lane  for  the  New 
Central  Board  Schools ; and  50  yards  in  Belle  Isle  to  replace  2-incli  main  which  had  become 
blocked  by  corrosion.  A small  portion  of  Haworth,  known  as  Coldsliaw,  has  never  been 
served  with  the  public  supply,  but  had  obtained  water  from  a source  which  is  liable  to 
surface  pollution,  and  also  to  fail  in  a dry  season.  This  lias  previously  been  complained 
of,  and  in  September  last  I reported  upon  the  supply  to  the  Council,  and  urged  that  it 
should  undertake  to  supply  Coldsliaw  with  water  from  the  public  supply.  I reported  at 
the  same  time  upon  the  defective  supply  to  thirty-five  houses  at  the  Lees  end  of  Hebden 
Road,  and  advised  the  extension  to  these  of  the  public  mains.  Both  questions  are  at 
present  under  consideration.  The  new  portion  added  to  Haworth,  and  comprised  in  Lees 
and  Cross  Roads,  is  supplied  with  water  by  the  Keighley  Corporation,  and  it  is  laid  into 
the  houses. 


2 


Sewerage  and  Drainage.— The  town  of  Haworth  has  no  complete  system  of  sewerage, 
the  greater  part  of  the  main  drainage  consisting  of  rubble.  In  the  case  of  new  streets 
and  buildings  the  sewers  and  drains  are  laid  in  sanitary  pipes,  and  the  sewers  in  the  main 
streets  on  the  Brow  have,  since  they  were  originally  laid,  been  provided  with  means  of 
inspection  and  ventilation.  The  private  drainage,  except  in  the  case  of  buildings  erected 
in  recent  years,  consists  also  of  rubble.  With  a few  exceptions,  where  they  discharge  on 
to  the  land,  the  contents  of  the  sewers  find  their  way  sooner  or  later  into  the  River 
Worth,  a tributary  of  the  Aire,  which  in  addition  receives  the  refuse  from  the  mills,  and 
is  always  in  a grossly  polluted  condition.  The  question  of  dealing  with  the  sewage  of 
Haworth  has  long  been  delayed  in  consequence  of  the  absence  of  land  within  the  district 
suitable  for  the  purpose,  but  now,  with  the  addition  of  the  Lees  and  Cross  Roads  portion 
of  the  Bingley  Outer  District,  the  sewage  from  which  is  dealt  with  in  the  Worth  Valley 
below  Haworth,  the  Council  will  be  in  a position  to  go  forward  with  a scheme.  Mr.  W. 
B.  Woodhead,  C.E.,  of  Bradford,  has  been  instructed  to  prepare  a scheme  for  the  sewerage 
of  the  town,  but  it  has  not  yet  been  submitted.  The  new  portion  of  the  Haworth  district 
was  sewered  throughout  previous  to  the  transfer,  and  the  sewage  is  dealt  with  on  a plot 
of  land  on  the  south-west  bank  of  the  river  below  the  town. 

Means  of  Excrement  and  Refuse  Disposal. — The  privy-midden  is  the  form  of 
excrement  disposal  chiefly  in  use  throughout  the  district.  Many  of  the  older  ones  have 
been  re-constructed  or  moveable  receptacles  have  been  provided.  The  erection  of  new 
privies  is  subject  to  the  requirements  of  the  bye-laws  in  force.  Since  1879  the  Board 
has  contracted  for  the  removal  of  nightsoil  and  ashpit  refuse,  and  the  work  has  been 
very  well  done  during  the  past  year.  A public  tip  for  refuse  is  provided  on  the  moor  at 
West  Lane  end.  The  contract  for  the  scavenging  was  re-let  in  March  to  Mr.  Jackson 
Whittaker  for  one  year  for  £175.  In  the  Lees  and  Cross  Roads  portion  the  closets  are 
mostly  of  the  privy-midden  type,  and  many  of  them  large  in  size,  uncovered,  and  difficult 
of  access  for  cleansing.  There  are  also  sixty-six  pail  closets.  The  Council  let  the  removal 
of  night-soil  and  ashpit  refuse  by  contract  in  May  last  to  Mr.  John  Binns  for  one  year 
for  £38,  and  the  work  has  since  been  very  well  done.  The  contents  of  the  middens  and 
ashpits  are  tipped  on  a portion  of  the  sewage  farm. 

In  connection  with  the  scavenging,  the  following  were  removed  : — Number  of  loads 
of  dry  ashpit  refuse,  508  ; number  of  loads  of  mixed  ashes  and  nightsoil,  1070  ; number 
of  barrels  emptied,  165. 

Bye-Laws,  &c. — The  Board  possesses  a code  of  bye-laws  with  respect  to  “ new 
streets  and  buildings  ” and  “ slaughter  houses,”  which  was  incorporated  in  the  “ Haworth 
Local  Board  of  Health  Act,  1872.”  These  bye-laws  are,  liowrever,  unsuited  to  the 
requirements  of  the  present  day.  The  Lees  and  Cross  Roads  portion  had,  previous  to 
their  transfer  to  Haworth,  the  model  bye-laws  with  respect  to  “ new  streets  and  buildings  ” 
in  force,  but  is  now  subject  to  the  old  Haworth  bye-laws,  which  unfortunately  remain  in 
force  for  the  whole  district.  The  5th  and  6th  schedules  of  the  local  Act  should  be 
repealed,  and  bye-laws  assimilated  to  the  models  adopted.  The  Board  adopted  the  model 
bye-laws  with  respect  to  “ common  lodging-houses,”  and  these  were  allowed  on  December 
18th,  1890.  Regulations  under  the  “ Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milk-shops  Order,  1886,” 
came  into  force  in  May,  1890. 

Acts  of  Parliament  Adopted. — The  Infectious  Diseases  (Notification)  Act,  1889, 
was  adopted  for  this  district,  and  came  into  force  on  February  1st,  1890,  and  the  Public 
Health  Acts  (Amendment)  Act,  1890,  was  adopted  in  1892.  Notices  have  been  posted 
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this  year  throughout  the  district,  under  Section  49  of  this  Act,  prohibiting  the  deposit  of 
solid  refuse  in  the  streams,  and  warnings  have  been  given  to  offenders,  with  good  results. 

Infectious  Hospital. — Lees  and  Cross  Roads  were  formerly  included  in  the  Keighley 
and  Bingley  Joint  Hospital  District,  and  on  its  transfer  to  Haworth  it  was  made 
conditional  that  the  whole  district  should  be  included.  After  a Local  Government  Board 
Inquiry  held  at  Oxenhope  in  April  last  by  Dr.  F.  W.  Barry,  a Provisional  Order  was 
issued,  including  Oakwortli  and  Oxenhope  Districts  in  the  joint  scheme.  The  Joint 
Hospital  at  Morton  Banks  will  shortly  be  opened,  and  ready  for  the  reception  of  scarlet 
fever  patients. 

Population. — At  the  census  of  1871  the  population  was  2,884,  living  in  656  houses, 
and  that  of  1881  was  8,816,  living  in  877  houses.  The  census  of  1891  showed  the  popu- 
lation to  be  5,034,  living  in  1,099  houses.  I have  estimated  it  up  to  the  middle  of  1896, 
with  the  addition  of  the  new  portion,  to  be  7,340,  living  in  1,740  houses,  or  an  average 
of  4-2  per  house. 

Births. — The  total  births  registered  in  the  whole  district  was  184  in  number  (93 
males  and  91  females).  This  is  an  increase  of  53  upon  last  year,  and  is  equivalent  to  an 
annual  birth-rate  of  25-0  per  1000,  as  compared  with  24-0  last  year  for  the  smaller 
districts,  and  18-1  in  1894.  The  natural  increase  to  the  population  is  76. 

Deaths. — The  total  deaths  returned  were  108  in  number  (51  males  and  57  females). 
This  is  an  increase  of  22  upon  last  year  for  the  smaller  district,  and  is  equivalent  to  a. 
death-rate  of  14-7  per  1000  living,  as  compared  with  15-7  last  year,  and  15-1  in  1894. 

The  deaths  occurred  during  each  quarter  as  follows  : — 
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Tables  A and  B of  the  Mortality  and  Sickness  in  the  Haworth  Urban  Sanitary 
District  for  the  twelve  calendar  months  ending  December  31st,  1896. 

TABLE  A. 


NAME  OF  DISEASE. 

Total  Deaths  Registered  in 
the  District. 

— 5 means  under  5 years  of  age \ 

-f  5 means  over  5 years  of  age  1 

—5 

+ 5 

Total. 

Smallpox  

Measles . 

Scarlatina 

Diphtheria  

... 

Croup  (not  “ spasmodic  ”)  

1 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

1 

/Typhus 

“ Continued  ” I 

i Enteric  or  Typhoid  

Fevers. 

2 

2 

,Of  other  or  doubtful  sorts  

2 

2 

Diarrhoea  and  Dysentery 

1 

1 

2 

Cholera 

Rheumatic  Fever 

1 

1 

Erysipelas 

Pyaemia 

Puerperal  Fever  

Ague 

Influenza  

1 

1 

Phthisis 

18 

18 

Bronchitis,  Pneumonia,  and  Pleurisy  

12 

18 

30 

Heart  Disease  

12 

12 

Injuries 

3 

3 

Diseases  not  named  above  

13 

22 

35 

Total  

28 

80 

108 

5 


TABLE  B. 


CASES  OF  SICKNESS. 

- — 5 means  under  5 years  of  age  \ 

+ 5 means  over  5 years  of  age  1 

—5 

+ 5 

Total. 

O 

Smallpox 

CD  O 

S-s 

Scarlatina  

3 

3 

~ Q 

Diphtheria  

1 

1 

JO  M 

P <D 

Membranous  Croup 

2 

1 

3 

p-i  5 

Tv  ohus  

’•§  c 

a;  I Enteric  or  Typhoid  

7 

7 

° o 
o "P 

> 4 Continued  

1 

9 

10 

p 

r-H 

’-+3 

CD 

Relapsing  

.g  m 

as 

Puerperal 

o 

w 

Cholera 

o 

Erysipelas  

9 

9 

Totals 

3 

30 

33 

TABLE  I. 

Table  showing  population,  inhabited  houses,  births  and  deaths  for  the  twelve  years 
1885-1896  inclusive. 


Population  estimated  at  the 
middle  of  the  year. 

Number  of  Inhabited 
Houses  in  the  District. 

Births. 

Deaths. 

1885 

4300 

940 

92 

67 

1886 

4400 

950 

110 

69 

1887 

4400 

936 

109 

90 

1888 

4400 

1048 

139 

79 

1889 

4800 

1090 

113 

95 

1890 

4940 

1112 

122 

97 

1891 

Census  5034 

1099 

128 

104 

1892 

5100 

1112 

123 

100 

1893 

5220 

1208 

110 

89 

1894 

5340 

1208 

97 

81 

1895 

5460 

1210 

131 

86 

1896 

7340 

1740 

184 

108 

* This  increase  in  the  population  is  due  to  the  addition  of  Lees  and  Cross  Roads, 
and  the  rates  this  year  are  calculated  upon  this  estimated  population. 
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TABLE  II. 

Table  showing  the  annual  birth  rate,  rates  of  mortality,  death  rates  among  children, 
and  deaths  in  public  institutions,  during  the  twelve  years  1885-96  inclusive,  and  the 
mean  for  the  decade  1878-87  : — 


Year. 

Birth  rate 
per  1,000 
of  the 

Population. 

Annual  rate 
of  mortality 
per  1,000 
living. 

Deaths  of 
Children  un- 
der 1 year ; 
percentage 
of  total 
deaths. 

Percentage 
of  deaths  of 
Children  un- 
der 1 year 
to  registered 
births. 

Deaths  of 
Children  un- 
der 5 years  ; 
percentage 
of  total 
deaths. 

Total  number 
of  deaths  in 
Public 
Institutions. 

1885 

21-3 

15-5 

16-4 

11-9 

26-8 

1886 

25-0 

15-6 

14-4 

9-0 

28-9 

1887 

24-7 

20-4 

23-3 

19-2 

37-7 

Mean 

for  Decade 
1878-87 

27-5 

18-4 

19-7 

13-6 

33-1 

1888 

31-5 

17-9 

18-9 

10-7 

25-3 

1889 

23-5 

19-3 

25-8 

21-2 

35-4 

1890 

24-6 

19-6 

20-6 

16-3 

32-9 

1891 

25-4 

20-6 

20-1 

16-4 

26-9 

1892 

24-1 

19-6 

22-0 

17-8 

40-0 

1893 

21-0 

17-0 

22-4 

18-1 

32-5 

1894 

18-1 

15-1 

20-9 

17-5 

32-0 

1895 

24-0 

15-7 

20-9 

13-7 

30-2 

1896 

250 

147 

15‘7 

92 

259 

The  birth  rate  is  higher  than  it  has  been  since  1891,  while  the  general  death  rate 
and  infant  mortality  are  each  the  lowest  on  record.  The  percentages  to  total  deaths  of 
deaths  of  children  under  one  and  under  five  years  are  considerably  below  the  average. 
Among  persons  aged  60  years  and  upwards  there  were  85  deaths,  or  a percentage  to 
total  deaths  of  32-4. 

Mean  Age  at  Death. — The  mean  age  at  death  this  year  is  37‘9  (33-5  for  males  and 
41-8  for  females),  as  compared  with  39‘8  last  year,  and  35-8  in  1894. 

TABLE  III. 


Table  showing  number  of  deaths  certified  by  registered  medical  practitioners,  un- 
certified deaths,  and  inquests,  with  their  percentage  to  total  deaths,  during  the  years 
1894,  1895,  1896. 


Total  Deaths. 

Percentage  of  Total  Deaths. 

1894 

1895 

1896 

1894 

1895 

1896 

Certified  

74 

79 

100 

91-3 

91-8 

92-5 

Uncertified  

5 

4 

5 

6-1 

4-6 

4-6 

Inquests  

2 

3 

3 

2-4 

3-4 

2-7 

7 


UNCERTIFIED  DEATHS  IN  1896. 


Locality. 

Sex. 

Age. 

Cause  Assigned. 

Cross  Roads 

M 

71 

Old  Age. 

Lord  Street 

F 

13  months. 

Probably  Convulsions. 

Acton  Street 

M 

68 

Probably  Bronchitis. 

Cross  Roads 

M 

1 hour. 

Premature  Birth. 

Sarah  Street 

F 

5 months. 

Probably  Bronchitis. 

TABLE  IV. 


Table  showing  the  mortality  from  certain  classes  of  diseases,  and  proportions  to 
populations  and  to  1,000  deaths,  in  the  years  1894,  1895,  and  1896. 


Total  Deaths. 

Deaths  per  1,000 
of 

Population. 

Proportion  of 
deaths  to  1,000 
deaths. 

1894 

1895 

1896 

1894 

1895 

1896 

1894 

1895 

1896 

1.  Seven  Principal  Zvmotic  Diseases  

1 

8 

o-i 

1-0 

12-3 

74-0 

2.  Pulmonary  Diseases  (other  than  Phthisis) 

16 

17 

30 

2-9 

3-1 

4-0 

197 

197 

277 

3.  Tubercular  Diseases  

12 

14 

18 

2-2 

2-5 

2-4 

148 

162 

166 

4.  Wasting  Diseases  of  Infants 

6 

7 

4 

1-1 

1-2 

0-5 

74-0 

81-8 

37-0 

5.  Convulsive  Diseases  of  Infants  

5 

9 

9 

0-9 

1-6 

1-2 

61-7 

104 

83-3 

NOTES. 

1.  Includes  Smallpox,  Measles,  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough,  Fever, 
Diarrhoea,  and  Dysentery. 

3.  Includes  Phthisis,  Scrofula,  Rickets,  and  Tabes. 

4.  Includes  Marasmus,  Atrophy,  Debility,  Want  of  Breast  Milk,  and  Premature 
Birth. 

5.  Includes  Hydrocephalus,  Infantile  Meningitis,  Convulsions,  and  Teething. 

Among  the  above  classes  of  disease  the  largest  increase  in  the  number  of  deaths, 
and  proportion  to  total  deaths,  occurs  in  those  due  to  Pulmonary  Diseases. 
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TABLE  V. 


Table  showing  the  number  of  deaths  from  the  seven  principal  Zymotic  Diseases 
in  the  years  1894,  1895,  and  1896. 


Eight  deaths  were  returned  under  the  head  of  Zymotic  Diseases,  which  is  equivalent 
to  a zymotic  rate  of  1*0  per  1000  living.  Thirty-three  certificates  were  received  under  the 
Infectious  Diseases  (Notification)  Act,  1889,  as  compared  with  20  last  year,  and  31  in  1894. 


Scarlatina. — Only  three  isolated  cases  of  Scarlatina  were  notified  during  the  year, 
one  each  in  May,  August,  and  October,  and  they  occurred  in  Victoria  Road,  Surgery 
Street,  and  Duke  Street  respectively.  Precautions  were  given  and  disinfectants  supplied. 

Diphtheria. — A single  case  of  Diphtheria  was  reported  in  Gibb  Street  in  December, 
in  a man  aged  29.  In  this  house  the  slopstone  pipe  was  found  connected  with  a pipe 
drain  passing  under  a portion  of  the  house  floor,  and  this  had  become  blocked.  The 
drain  was  taken  up  and  relaid  in  concrete,  and  the  waste  pipe  disconnected  and  trapped. 

Membranous  Croup. — One  deatli  was  returned  as  membranous  croup,  in  a child  of 
10  months.  This  was  one  of  two  cases  which  occurred  at  a house  in  Ivy  Bank  Terrace 
in  November.  The  other  child  was  7 years  of  age,  and  recovered.  Here  the  slopstone 
pipe  was  connected  directly  with  the  drain.  One  other  case  was  reported  at  Vale  Fold  in 
a child  of  six  months,  in  December.  Here  no  insanitary  condition  was  found. 

Whooping  Cough. — A single  death  was  returned  from  whooping  cough  in  June,  that 
of  a child  aged  3 years,  living  in  Main  Street. 

Typhoid  Fever. — Two  deaths  were  returned  from  typhoid  fever,  and  in  all  seven 
cases  notified.  The  first  case  occurred  in  Vale  Mill  Lane  in  June,  in  a young  man  of  21. 
The  house  in  which  he  lived  was  a new  one,  and  no  sanitary  defect  was  found  there. 
The  next  case  was  that  of  a man  aged  44,  living  in  Dove  Street.  It  was  notified  in 
August.  The  drains  of  this  house  had  previously  been  altered,  and  no  insanitary  condition 
was  found.  Four  cases  occurred  in  one  house  in  Prince  Street.  The  first  case  took  place 
in  August,  and  the  disease  was  imported  apparently  from  the  Isle  of  Man.  The  case 
could  not  be  removed,  and  the  subsequent  cases  were  contracted  in  nursing  by  other 
members  of  the  family,  who  appeared  specially  susceptible  to  the  disease.  The  last  case 
terminated  fatally  after  only  a few  days’  illness  in  December.  Had  it  been  possible  to 
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move  the  first  case  to  a hospital,  the  others  would  probably  have  escaped.  In  October, 
a case  was  reported  in  a man  of  65,  living  in  North  Street.  Here  no  insanitary  condition 
was  found. 

Continued  Fever.— Ten  cases  were  notified  during  the  year  as  “ continued  fever.” 
In  one  of  these  cases  death  was  subsequently  returned  as  from  “ pneumonia  and  typhoid 
fever.”  This  occurred  in  Dean  Street,  in  a man  of  58.  No  sanitary  defect  was  dis- 
covered on  the  premises.  Two  deaths  were  returned  as  “ continued  fever,”  both  in 
August.  The  first  of  these  was  complicated  with  pneumonia,  in  a young  man  of  20,  in 
Thomas  Street.  No  sanitary  defect  was  discovered  on  the  premises.  The  other  death 
was  that  of  a woman  of  28,  at  Cross  Roads,  returned  as  “ continued  fever,”  and  this 
was  the  only  intimation  given  of  the  case.  Two  cases  were  reported  in  one  house  in 
Little  Street  in  October.  This  was  a back-to-back  house,  and  a stone  drain  was  found 
passing  under  the  house  floor,  and  this  was  blocked  with  filth,  and  the  slopstone  pipe  was 
connected  directly  therewith.  The  drain  was  taken  up  and  a proper  6-inch  pipe  drain  laid, 
and  the  slopstone  pipe  was  disconnected  and  trapped.  The  other  cases  were  very  mild 
in  character  and  limited  in  duration,  and  no  nuisance  was  found  on  examination  of  the 
premises. 

* 

Diarrhcba  and  Dysentry. — One  death  was  returned  from  “ diarrhoea,”  in  an  infant 
of  five  months  in  April,  and  one  from  “ dysentery  ” in  a woman  of  68  in  August. 

Erysipelas. — Nine  cases  of  erysipelas  were  notified  during  the  year.  Of  these,  five 
were  males  and  four  females,  and  all  were  over  five  years  of  age. 

Influenza. — A single  death  was  returned  as  due  to  “ meningitis  and  influenza,”  in 
a woman  of  50,  at  Cross  Roads,  in  July. 

TABLE  VI. 

Inspector’s  Report  of  the  Sanitary  Work,  &c.,  completed  in  the  year  ending 
December  31st,  1896  : — 


No.  of  complaints  received 5 

No.  of  houses  built 23 

No.  of  houses,  premises,  &c.,  inspected  230 

House  drains  repaired,  cleansed,  &c 6 

House  drains  trapped  and  ventilated 23 

Privies  and  water  closets  repaired,  cleansed,  &c 4 

Slop  water  closets  provided  10 

Pail  closets  provided  11 

Houses  provided  with  water  supply  23 

Ashpits,  new  provided 4 

Ashpits  repaired,  covered,  &c 5 

No.  of  ashpits  ordered  to  be  emptied  84 

Removal  of  accumulation  of  dung,  stagnant  water,  animal  and  other  refuse  2 

Removal  of  animals  improperly  kept  3 

Filthy  houses  ordered  to  be  cleansed 1 

Overcrowding  2 

Samples  taken  under  “ Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act  ” 7 

Smoke  records  taken  6 

Houses  disinfected  after  infectious  disease  2 

Slaughter  houses  inspected 7 

Bakehouses  inspected 5 

Dairies  and  cowsheds  inspected  25 

Plans  approved  19 

Plans  disapproved  5 


JULIUS  SPENCER,  Certificated  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 
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Slaughter  Houses,  &c. — -The  Slaughter  Houses  and  Bakehouses  have  been  under  the 
regular  supervision  of  the  Inspector.  There  is  no  Common  Lodging  House  at  the  present 
time.  The  Dairies  and  Cowsheds , 25  in  number,  have  been  regularly  inspected,  and  are 
fairly  well  kept.  There  are  no  noxious  trades  in  the  district.  Two  instances  of  overcrowding 
were  abated  after  notice.  No  unsound  meat  exposed  for  sale  lias  come  to  my  knowledge 
during  the  year.  Smoke  observations  have  been  taken,  but  no  action  required.  No  legal 
proceedings  have  been  necessary. 

The  following  are  the  matters  requiring  the  attention  of  the  Council  : — 

1.  — The  extension  of  the  public  water  mains  for  the  supply  of  Coldsliaw,  and  the 
Lees  end  of  Hebden  Road. 

2.  — As  the  provision  of  the  district  with  sufficient  sewers  for  its  effectual  drainage  is 
a duty  which  is  imposed  on  the  District  Council  by  the  15th  section  of  the  Public 
Health  Act  of  1875,  and  as  by  the  Rivers  Pollution  Prevention  Act  of  1876,  no  sewage  is 
allowed  to  run  into  any  stream  without  the  best  possible  means  being  used  for  its  purifica- 
tion, the  Authority  should  take  the  necessary  steps  to  provide  Haworth  with  proper  means 
of  sewerage.  This  will  necessarily  include  the  efficient  ventilation  of  public  and  private 
drains,  the  thorough  disconnection  of  house  drains  from  sewers,  and  the  proper  disposal 
of  the  sewage  at  the  outfall. 

3.  — The  repeal  of  the  5th  and  6tli  schedules  of  the  “ Haworth  Local  Board  of  Health 
Act,  1872,”  and  the  adoption  of  the  model  bye-laws  with  respect  to  “ new  streets  and 
buildings  ” and  slaughter  houses. 

FRANCIS  E.  ATKINSON,  L.R.C.P.  (London),  M.R.C.S., 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

To  the  Haworth  Urban  District  Council, 

February,  1897. 


Printed  at  the  “ Craven  Herald”  Works,  Skipton. 
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URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  the  Year  1896. 


Area,  4,087  acres ; Rateable  Value  (1896),  £7,881  ; Inhabited  Houses 
(1871),  524;  (1881),  567;  (1891),  588;  Population  enumerated 
(1871),  2,824;  (1881),  2,442;  (1891),  2,475;  Estimated  (1896), 
2,500. 


Inspection  of  District. — This  district  has  been  subject  to  routine  inspection  during 
the  past  year,  and  progress  has  been  made  in  minor  improvements,  and  in  the 
abatement  of  ordinary  nuisances,  as  will  be  seen  in  Table  VI. 

Sanitary  Condition  and  Progress. — Water  Supply. — The  water  supplies  in  this 
district  are  various,  and  the  inhabitants  for  the  most  part  have  to  fetch  their  water  from 
shallow  wells,  springs,  and  pumps.  In  the  more  populous  parts  groups  of  houses  have 
water  laid  into  them  by  the  owners  of  property,  but  some  of  these  are  liable  to  failure 
in  a dry  season,  and  to  pollution  from  the  surface  in  wet  weather.  I reported  last  year 
that  complaints  had  been  made  of  the  deficiency  and  liability  to  pollution  of  some  of 
these  water  supplies.  Similar  complaints  have  been  made  this  year,  and  the  Council 
has  had  under  discussion  the  improvement  of  the  supply.  It  is  possible  that  water  might 
be  obtained  from  the  works  of  either  the  Keighley  or  Bradford  Corporation,  the  latter  of 
whom  have  works  within  the  district,  and  consequently  power  to  supply  water. 

The  principal  supply  to  Lowertown,  which  is  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Jos.  Whitaker, 
has  by  him  been  improved  and  protected  from  pollution  this  year  by  the  construction  of 
a large  covered  tank  at  the  spring,  from  which  the  water  is  piped  to  the  houses  in  4-incli 
iron  mains. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage. — The  works  in  connection  with  the  scheme  for  the  proper 
sewerage  of  the  more  populous  parts  of  the  district — Uppertown,  Lowertown,  Shaw,  and 
and  Leeming,  prepared  by  Messrs.  Barber,  Hopkinson  & Co.  of  Keighley,  which  were 
commenced  towards  the  close  of  last  year,  have  been  in  progress  during  the  year,  and 
the  following  lengths  of  sewer  have  been  completed  : — 
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Pipes  laid 

Size  of 

Man- 

Lamp- 

Locality.  in 

yards. 

Pipes. 

holes. 

holes, 

Outfall  Sewer — From  Sewage  Farm  to  the  Lees 
and  Hebden  Bridge  Turnpike  Road  

657  ... 

...  18"  .. 

....  6 .. 

....  1 

From  last  named  point  across  Beck  and  land  into 
Station  Road,  along  same  to  bottom  of  Jen 
Lane  . . 

649  ... 

...  12"  .. 

....  6 .. 

3 

From  top  of  West  Drive  along  Lees  and  Hebden 
Bridge  Turnpike  Road  to  the  Co-operative 
Stores  

385  ... 

...  12"  .. 

....  3 .. 

2 

From  top  of  West  Drive  across  fields  to  Shaw 
Farm  and  forward  on  back  of  Cottages  to 


From  Shaw  Farm  along  Shaw  Lane  to  near 

Co-operative  Stores  

255  .... 

9"  .. 

....  2 

. 1 

From  M.H.  near  Post  Office  up  Best  Lane  

203  .... 

9"  .. 

....  2 

. 1 

From  M.H.  at  Goose  Green  towards  Uppertown 

33  .... 

9"  . 

....  — 

. 1 

From  M.H.  near  Post  Office  along  Yate  Lane  ... 
From  M.H.  bottom  of  Jen  Lane  along  same  to 

84  .... 

9"  .. 



. 1 

Wadsworth  Mill,  thence  across  field  to  Back 
o’ tli  Hill  

9"  .. 

....  4 ..  .. 

. 2 

From  M.H.  bottom  of  Jen  Lane  along  highway 

leading  to  Denkolme,  to  a Manhole  100 
yards  below  Horkinstone  Baptist  Chapel  ... 

1192  .... 

9”  .. 

....  7 

. 5 

4289 

35 
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In  other  parts  of  the  district  the  drains  in  connection 

with  old  property  are 

con- 

structed  of  rubble,  except  where  they  have  recently  been  altered, 

and  in 

the  case  of 

new 

houses  the  drains  are  laid  in  sanitary  pipes. 

Excrement  and  Refuse  Disposal.— This 

is  effected 

by 

pail-closets  and  privy- 

middens,  a large  number  of  which  have  been  re-constructed  and  covered.  About  half  of 
the  closets  in  use  are  provided  with  moveable  receptacles.  All  privies  of  recent  erection 
are  constructed  in  accordance  with  the  bye-laws  in  force.  In  1893  the  Council  undertook 
the  removal  of  nightsoil  and  ashpit  refuse  for  Uppertown,  Lowertown,  Shaw,  Leeming, 
and  Higher  and  Lower  Marsh,  but  in  1894  decided  to  let  the  work  by  contract.  In  May 
last  the  scavenging  was  re-let  in  three  contracts,  that  for  Uppertown,  Lowertown,  and 
Shaw  to  Miles  Pickles  Parker,  that  for  Leeming  district  to  Wm.  Crabtree,  and  Higher 
and  Lower  Marsh  to  Archibald  Hartley.  The  work  has  been  fairly  well  done.  In  out- 
lying parts  the  scavenging  is  dependent  upon  householders. 

Bye-Laws,  &c. — The  Council  possesses  bye-laws  with  respect  to  “ Common  Lodging- 
houses,”  allowed  in  1872.  The  model  bye-laws  with  respect  to  “ Slaughter-houses  ” 
and  “ Cemetery  ” were  allowed  in  1885  and  1886,  and  with  respect  to  “New  Streets 
and  Buildings  ” in  1898.  A series  of  Regulations  under  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and 
Milkshops’  Order,  1886,  came  into  force  in  May,  1889. 

Acts  of  Parliament  Adopted. — Part  III.  of  the  “ Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment) 
Act,  1890,”  was  adopted  in  1892,  and  the  “ Infectious  Diseases  (Notification)  Act,  1889,” 
was  adopted,  and  came  into  operation  on  April  1st,  1893. 
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Infectious  Hospital. — A Local  Government  Board  Inquiry  was  held  at  Oxenhope  in 
April  last  by  Dr.  F.  W.  Barry,  with  a view  to  extending  the  Keighley  and  Bingley  Joint 
Hospital  District  so  as  to  include  the  Oakworth  and  Oxenhope  Urban  Districts,  and  a 
Provisional  Order  has  since  been  issued  and  confirmed  by  Parliament.  The  Joint 
Hospital  at  Morton  Banks  will  shortly  be  opened,  and  ready  for  the  reception  of  scarlet- 
fever  patients. 

“ Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act,  1890.”— In  October  last  I reported  upon 
some  property,  consisting  of  six  houses,  known  as  Bushman’s  Row,  at  Upper  Marsh,  as 
“ unfit  for  habitation,”  and  the  necessary  notices  were  sent  to  the  owner.  The  houses 
have  since  been  vacated,  the  owner  undertaking  not  to  allow  them  to  be  re-occupied 
until  the  necessary  alterations  and  repairs  have  been  carried  out. 

Population. — At  the  census  of  1871  the  population  was  2,324,  and  that  of  1881  was 
2,442.  At  the  1891  census  it  was  found  to  be  2,476,  living  in  588  houses.  I have 
estimated  it  up  to  the  middle  of  1896  to  be  2,500  living  in  620  houses,  or  an  average  of 
4-0  per  house. 

I 

Births. — The  total  births  registered  were  62  in  number  (30  males  and  32  females). 
This  is  a decrease  of  2 from  last  year,  and  is  equivalent  to  an  annual  birth-rate  of  24-8 
per  1000,  as  compared  with  25-6  last  year,  and  22-0  in  1894.  The  natural  increase  to 
the  population  is  13. 

Deaths. — The  total  deaths  returned  were  49  in  number  (21  males  and  28  females). 
This  is  an  increase  of  10  upon  last  year,  and  is  equivalent  to  a death-rate  of  19'6  per 
1000  living,  as  against  15-6  last  year,  and  16  4 in  1894. 


The  deaths  occurring  in  each  quarter  during  the  past  12  years  were  as  follows  : — 


1885  .... 

1st  Quarter. 

..  . . 7 

2nd  Quarter. 
15  

3rd  Quarter. 
9 

4th  Quar 
16 

1886  . .. 

6 

8 

14  

7 

1887  .... 

11  

15  

16  

12 

188«  .... 

17  

7 ...... 

9 ... 

9 

1889  .... 

17  

14  

11  

9 

1890  23  7 9 16 

1891  16  19  9 4 


1892  

10  

8 

6 

13 

1893  

10  

12  

9 ... 

13 

1894  

20  

4 

10  ... 

7 

1895  

19  

9 

5 ...  . 

6 

1896  

10  

12  

12  

15 

The  mortality  as  to  age  was  as  follows  : — 

Deaths  under  1 year  of  age  

,,  over  1 year  and  under  5... 

„ „ 5 „ 15... 

„ „ 15  „ 25... 

„ „ 25  „ 60... 

„ „ 60  

Total  . . .. 


6 

7 

lj 

2 

15 

18. 

49 


13  under  5 years  of  age. 


36  over  5 years  of  age. 
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Tables  A and  B of  the  Mortality  and  Sickness  in  the  Oxenhope  Urban  Sanitary 
District  for  the  twelve  calendar  months  ending  December  81st,  1896,  are  copied  from  my 
returns  forwarded  to  the  Local  Government  Board 

TABLE  A. 


NAME  OF  DISEASE. 

Total  Deaths  Registered  in 
the  District. 

— 5 means  under  5 years  of  age 1 

+ 5 means  over  5 years  of  age  f 

—5 

+ 5 

Total. 

Smallpox  ..  . 

Measles 

Scarlatina 

Diphtheria  . 

Croup  (not  “ spasmodic  ”)  

1 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

/Typhus 

“ Continued  ” 

1 

1 

Fevers. 

Enteric  or  Typhoid 

Of  other  or  doubtful  sorts  

2 

2 

Diarrhoea  and  Dysentery 

Cholera 

Rheumatic  Fever 

...  . 

Erysipelas 

1 

1 

Pyaemia 

Puerperal  Fever  

Ague 

Influenza  

1 

1 

Phthisis 

1 

1 

2 

Bronchitis,  Pneumonia,  and  Pleurisv  

1 

8 

9 

Heart  Disease  

9 

9 

Injuries 

Diseases  not  named  above  

9 

14 

23 

Total  

13 

86 

49 

5 


TABLE  B. 


NAME  OF  DISEASE. 

New  Cases  of  Sickness. 

Institutions. 

— 5 means  under  5 years  of  age  \ 

+ 5 means  over  5 years  of  age  / 

—5 

+ 5 

Total. 

Smallpox 

o 

H -5 

Scarlatina  

1 

1 

S'B 

Diphtheria  

o OT 

Membranous  Croup 

3 

8 

d CD 

Typhus  

CD  £3 

Enteric  or  Typhoid  

2 

2 

o § 

Continued  

5 

5 

o 

<D 

Relapsing  

r— 1 -*-=> 

c3  *_£ 

Puerperal 

02  hH 

Cholera 

td 

Erysipelas  

1 

5 

6 

o 

Totals 

4 

13 

17 

The  following  Tables,  I.  to  V.,  are  uniform  with  those  of  previous  years  : — 


TABLE  I. 

Table  showing  population,  inhabited  houses,  births  and  deaths  for  the  years  1885  to 
1896  inclusive : — 


Population  estimated  at  the 
middle  of  the  year. 

Number  of  Inhabited 
Houses  in  the  District. 

Births. 

Deaths. 

1885 

2500 

540 

51 

47 

1886 

2510 

555 

64 

35 

1887 

2520 

563 

64 

54 

1888 

2530 

606 

58 

42 

1889 

2550 

618 

78 

51 

1890 

2560 

618 

57 

55 

1891 

2475 

588 

70 

48 

1892 

2480 

610 

78 

37 

1893 

2484 

618 

56 

44 

1894 

2490 

620 

55 

41 

1895 

2495 

620 

64 

39 

1896 

2500 

620 

62 

49 

6 


TABLE  II. 

Table  showing  the  annual  birth  rate,  rates  of  mortality,  death  rates  among  children, 
and  deaths  in  public  institutions,  during  the  years  1885-96  inclusive,  and  the  mean  for 
the  decade  1878-87  : — 


Year. 

Birth  rate 
per  1,000 
of  the 
Population. 

Annual  rate 
of  mortality 
per  1,000 
living. 

Deaths  of 
Children  un- 
der 1 year ; 
percentage 
of  total 
deaths. 

Percentage 
of  deaths  of 
Children  un- 
der 1 year 
to  registered 
births. 

Deaths  of 
Children  un- 
der 5 years  ; 
percentage 
of  total 
deaths. 

Total  number 
of  deaths  in 
Public 
Institutions. 

1885 

20-4 

18-8 

10-6 

9-8 

25-5 

1886 

21-5 

13-9 

17-1 

9-3 

22-8 

1887 

Mean 

25-3 

21-4 

12-9 

10-9 

33-3 

for  Decade 
1878-87 

24-9 

16-6 

17-1 

11-1 

29-0 

1888 

22-9 

16-6 

19-0 

13-7 

21-4 

1889 

30-5 

20-0 

15-6 

10-2 

23-5 

1890 

22-2 

21-4 

14-5 

14-0 

29-0 

1891 

28-2 

19-3 

18-7 

12-8 

29-1 

1892 

31-4 

14-9 

18-9 

8-9 

43-2 

1893 

22-5 

17-7 

11-3 

8-9 

18-1 

1894 

220 

16-4 

21-9 

16-3 

31-7 

1895 

25-6 

15-6 

23-0 

14'0 

30-8 

1896 

248 

196 

122 

96 

265 

0 

The  birth  rate  is  slightly  below  the  average  this  year.  The  death  rate  is  higher 
than  it  has  been  since  1890,  and  2-5  above  the  average  for  the  past  18  years.  The 
infant-mortality  and  percentages  to  total  deaths  of  children  under  one  and  under  five 
years  are  much  below  the  average.  Among  persons  aged  60  years  and  upwards  there 
were  18  deaths,  or  a percentage  to  total  deaths  of  36-7. 

Mean  Age  at  Death. — The  mean  age  at  death  this  year  is  406  (88-7  for  males  and 
42-1  for  females),  as  compared  with  40-5  last  year,  and  39-5  in  1894. 

TABLE  III. 

Table  showing  number  of  deaths  certified  by  registered  medical  practitioners,  un- 
certified deaths,  and  inquests,  with  their  percentage  to  total  deaths,  during  the  years 
1894,  1895,  1896. 


Total  Deaths. 

Percentage  of  Total  Deaths. 

1894 

1895 

1896 

1894 

1895 

1896 

Certified  

39 

36 

45 

95-1 

92-3 

91-8 

Uncertified  

1 

1 

4 

2-4 

2-5 

8-1 

Inquests  

1 

2 

24 

5-1 
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UNCERTIFIED  DEATHS  IN  1896. 


Locality. 

Age. 

Sex. 

Cause  Assigned. 

Moorside 

23  hours. 

F 

Premature  Birth. 

Back  Leeming 

57 

M 

Probably  Heart  Disease. 

Moorside 

1 & 4 mos. 

M 

Croup. 

Uppertown 

62 

M 

Probably  Heart  Disease. 

TABLE  IV. 


Table  showing  the  mortality  from  certain  classes  of  diseases,  and  proportions  to 
populations  and  to  1,000  deaths,  for  1894,  1895,  and  1896. 


Total  Deaths. 

Deaths  per  1,000 
of 

Population. 

Proportion  of 
deaths  to  1,000 
deaths. 

1894 

1895 

1896 

1894 

1895 

1896 

1894 

1895 

1896 

1.  Seven  Principal  Zvmotic  Diseases  

2 

4 

0-8 

1-6 

48-7 

81-6 

2.  Pulmonary  Diseases  (other  than  Phthisis) 

15 

6 

9 

6-0 

2-4 

3-6 

365 

153 

183 

3.  Tubercular  Diseases  

2 

5 

2 

0-8 

2-0 

0-8 

48-7 

128 

40-8 

4.  Wasting  Diseases  of  Infants 

1 

1 

2 

0-4 

0-4 

0-8 

24-3 

25-6 

40-8 

5.  Convulsive  Diseases  of  Infants  

1 

2 

4 

0-4 

0-8 

1-6 

24-3 

51-2 

81-6 

NOTES. 

1.  Includes  Smallpox,  Measles,  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough,  Fever, 
Diarrhoea,  and  Dysentery. 

3.  Includes  Phthisis,  Scrofula,  Rickets,  and  Tabes. 

4.  Includes  Marasmus,  Atrophy,  Debility,  Want  of  Breast  Milk,  and  Premature 
Birth. 

5.  Includes  Hydrocephalus,  Infantile  Meningtis,  Convulsions,  and  Teething. 
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TABLE  V. 


Table  showing  the  number  of  deaths  from  the  seven  principal  Zymotic  Diseases 
during  the  three  years  1894,  1895,  and  1896. 


Disease. 

Deaths. 

Proportion  of  deaths  to  1000  deaths. 

. 

1894 

1895 

1896 

1894 

1895 

1896 

Smallpox 

Measles  

Scarlet  Fever  

(Mem.  Croup) 

Diphtheria  

1 

20-4 

Whooping  Cough  

1 

1 

24-3 

20-4 

Fever  

2 

40-8 

Diarrhoea 

1 

24-3 

Totals  

2 

0 

4 

48  7 

0 

81-6 

Four  deaths  were  returned  under  the  head  of  infectious  disease,  which  is  equivalent 
to  a zymotic  rate  of  1’6  per  1000  living.  Seventeen  certificates  were  received  under  the 
Infectious  Diseases  (Notification)  Act,  1889. 


Scarlatina. — A single  case  of  scarlatina  was  notified,  that  of  a girl  aged  7,  at  Hill 
Top,  Stairs,  in  May.  The  origin  of  the  infection  was  not  traced. 

Membranous  Croup. — One  death  was  returned  from  this  cause  in  a child  of  17 
months,  at  Sykes  Top,  in  December.  Two  other  cases  were  notified  in  children  aged 
respectively  8 years  and  16  months,  at  Best  Lane  and  Moorside,  in  April  and  August. 
No  insanitary  conditions  were  found  on  the  premises. 

Typhoid  Fever.— Two  deaths  were  returned  from  typhoid  fever.  The  first  of  these 
occurred  in  February  in  a woman  aged  51,  living  at  Moorside.  The  drainage  of  the 
premises  was  found  to  be  unsatisfactory.  The  other  death  took  place  at  Uppertown  in 
April,  in  a man  aged  89.  The  house  was  a good  one  of  recent  construction,  and  no 
insanitary  condition  was  found.  It  is  probable  that  the  disease  was  not  contracted  at 
home. 

Continued  Fever. — During  the  month  of  March  five  cases  were  notified  as 
“continued  fever.’’  They  were  widely  scattered,  and  had  no  connection  with  each  other. 
The  illness  lasted  about  three  weeks  in  each  case,  and  the  highest  temperature  reached 
was  101°F,  and  there  was  an  entire  absence  of  diarrhoea. 

Erysipelas. — Six  cases  were  notified  during  the  year.  Of  these  one  was  under  and 
five  over  5 years  of  age,  and  all  were  females.  One  of  these  terminated  fatally  in  March 
at  West  Croft  Top,  in  a woman  of  40  years. 

Whooping  Cough. — A single  death  from  whooping  cough  occurred  at  Lowertown  in 
August,  in  a child  of  six  months. 

Influenza. — One  death  was  returned  as  from  “ meningitis  and  influenza  ” in  a 
woman  of  32,  in  June  at  Cote. 
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TABLE  VI. 

Inspector’s  Report  of  the  Sanitary  Work,  &c.,  completed  in  the  year  ending 


December  31st,  1896  : — 

No.  of  complaints  received 2 

No.  of  houses  built IB 

House  drains  repaired,  cleansed,  &c 6 

House  drains  trapped  and  ventilated 26 

Privies  and  water  closets  repaired,  cleansed,  &c 2 

Slop  water  closets  provided  10 

Pail  closets  provided  22 

Privies  provided  4 

Houses  provided  with  water  supply  18 

Ashpits,  new  provided 18 

Ashpits  repaired,  covered,  &c 2 

No.  of  ashpits  ordered  to  be  emptied  25 

Removal  of  accumulation  of  dung,  stagnant  water,  animal  and  other  refuse  2 

Filthy  houses  ordered  to  be  cleansed 1 

Houses  reported  as  unfit  for  habitation  6 

Samples  taken  under  “ Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act  ” 2 

Smoke  records  taken  8 

Houses  disinfected  after  infectious  disease  3 

Slaughter  houses  inspected 3 

Bakehouses  inspected  2 

Dairies  and  cowsheds  inspected  26 

Plans  approved  23 

Plans  disapproved  2 


JULIUS  SPENCER,  Certificated  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 

Slaughter  Houses,  &c. — The  three  Slaughter  Houses  which  are  registered  have  been 
regularly  inspected,  and  are  very  cleanly  kept.  There  is  no  Common  Lodging  House  in  the 
district.  No  case  of  overcrowding  has  been  reported,  and  no  instance  of  unsound  meat 
exposed  for  sale  has  come  to  my  knowledge.  There  are  at  present  no  noxious  trades  in 
the  district.  The  Cowsheds  and  Dairies,  26  in  number,  are  duly  registered  and  regularly 
inspected,  and  are  fairly  well  kept.  Two  samples  of  milk  were  taken  by  the  Inspector,  and 
submitted  to  the  County  Analyst,  who  pronounced  them  to  be  of  “ genuine  quality.” 
Smoke  observations  have  been  made  by  the  Inspector,  and  in  two  instances  the  mill  owners 
had  to  be  cautioned. 

The  matters  requiring  the  attention  of  the  Council  are  : — 

1 . The  completion  of  the  scheme  in  hand  for  the  proper  sewerage  of  the 

more  populous  parts  of  the  district. 

2.  The  provision  of  an  adequate  scheme  of  water  supply  for  Uppertown, 

Lowertown,  and  Shaw,  and  the  adoption  of  the  Public  Health  (Water) 
Act,  1878. 

FRANCIS  E.  ATKINSON,  L.R.C.P.  (London),  M.R.C.S., 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

The  Oxenhope  Urban  District  Council, 

February,  1897. 


Printed  at  the  “Craven  Herald”  Works,  Skipton. 
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BARNOLDSWICK 


URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  the  Year  1896. 


Area,  2,129  acres;  Rateable  Value  (1896),  £10,715  ; Inhabited  Houses 
(1871),  638;  (1881),  820;  (1891),  887;  Population  enumerated 
(1871),  3,187;  (1881),  4,028;  (1891),  4,131;  Estimated  (1896), 
5,500. 


Inspection  of  District. — This  district  has  been  subject  to  routine  inspection  during 
the  year,  and  special  visits  have  been  paid  in  connection  with  outbreaks  of  infectious 
disease.  In  Table  VI.  will  be  found  a list  ol  nuisances  abated  and  minor  sanitary 
improvements  effected  during  the  past  year. 

Sanitary  Condition  and  Progress  : Water  Supply. — The  town  is  supplied  with 
water  by  means  of  a pumping  scheme  from  Dry  Hill  Laitlie,  laid  down  in  1893,  and  this 
has  yielded  an  abundant  supply.  This  year  shortness  of  supply  was  threatened  in 
February,  but  this  was  happily  averted.  In  consequence  of  the  development  of  the  town 
and  extension  of  buildings,  application  was  made  to  the  Local  Government  Board  for 
sanction  to  borrow  £1,000  for  works  of  water  supply.  The  Inquiry  was  held  on 
September  8th  by  Walter  A.  Ducat,  Esq.,  and  £777  was  subsequently  sanctioned  on 
November  13th  for  water  supply  extensions  and  for  hydrants.  The  following  extensions 
of  water-mains  have  been  laid  this  year  : — 

66  yards  of  4"  in  Park  Road. 


33 

3" 

in  Albert  Road. 

153 

3" 

in  Back  Wellhouse  Road. 

36  „ 

8" 

in  Essex  Street. 

88  „ 

3" 

in  Back  Rook  Street. 

34 

3" 

off  Beech  Street. 

1100 

3" 

in  Gisburn  Road  to  Sewage  Works. 

1510  yards. 

The  average  daily  consumption  per  head  has  been  12  gallons. 
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Sewerage  and  Drainage. — The  main  sewerage  works  were  practically  completed  at 
the  end  of  1895.  During  the  year  1896  the  following  sewers  have  been  laid  : — 


Intercepting  Sewers 

15" 

nil 

12" 

420  yards 
41  „ 

15  „ 

Main  Sewers  along  Highways  

and  Main  Roads 

.]  12" 

.1  9" 

Sewers  along  Streets  

12" 

193  „ 

’>  ))  

9" 

438  „ 

Including  Manholes  18,  and  Lampholes  9. 


The  whole  of  the  sewage  disposal  works  are  now  completed  with  the  exception  of 
the  polarite  filters  ; these  are  being  pushed  forward,  the  gravel,  sand,  and  polarite  being 
now  placed  in  position.  The  mixing  machinery  is  also  on  order,  and  is  expected  to  be 
fixed  ready  for  working  in  the  course  of  a few  weeks.  The  five  acres  of  land  at  Reed 
Ing  are  laid  out  and  completed  as  filtration  areas  with  the  requisite  carriers,  roads,  drains, 
&c. 

On  the  8th  of  September,  1896,  a Local  Government  Board  Inquiry  was  held,  as  to 
an  application  for  power  to  borrow  £2,200  additional  loan  for  sewerage  and  sewage 
extension  purposes,  and  sanction  was  received  on  November  18th  to  a loan  of  £1800. 
This  sum  was  necessary,  owing  to  the  Local  Government  Board’s  requiring  additional  land 
filtration  areas,  and  for  extensions  to  the  original  scheme. 

The  Council  adopted  a series  of  regulations  as  to  private  drainage  connections  with 
the  sewers,  and  these  have  been  printed  and  put  in  force,  and  the  work  of  private 
drainage  connections  is  in  progress.  In  connection  with  these  874  yards  of  9 inch,  and 
880  yards  of  6 inch  pipes  have  been  laid  this  year,  with  12  manholes,  and  196  houses 
have  been  connected  with  the  sewers. 

Excrement  and  Refuse  Disposal. — A large  number  of  the  privies  in  Barnoldswick 
are  still  of  the  covered  cesspit  type,  though  in  recent  years  many  of  these  have  been  con- 
verted into  privies  furnished  with  moveable  receptacles.  When  the  new  sewerage  scheme 
is  completed,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  majority  of  these  will  be  converted  into  some 
form  of  water-closet,  so  as  to  take  advantage  as  far  as  possible  of  the  water  carriage 
system  of  excrement  disposal.  The  ashpits,  which  are  mostly  dry  ashpits,  are  as  a rule 
uncovered,  except  those  of  recent  erection.  The  removal  of  nightsoil  and  ashpit  refuse 
which  has  for  some  years  been  contracted  for,  was  in  March  of  last  year  undertaken  by 
the  Council. 

In  connection  with  the  scavenging  the  following  have  been  removed  : — Number  of 
cart  loads  of  ashpit  refuse,  760  ; number  of  loads  of  nightsoil  from  cesspools,  134  ; number 
of  pails  emptied,  831. 

The  scavenging  has  always  been  done  during  the  daytime,  the  hours  fixed  being 
from  7 a.m.  to  5 p.m.  Many  complaints  have  been  made  of  the  nuisance  arising  from 
this,  and  it  would  be  better  if  all  removal  of  nightsoil  could  be  undertaken  during  the 
night. 

Byelaws,  &c. — The  Council  adopted  the  model  byelaws  with  certain  modifications 
with  respect  to  “ New  Streets  and  Buildings,”  “ Slaughter  Houses,”  “ Common  Lodging 
Houses,”  and  “ Nuisances,”  and  these  were  allowed  by  the  Local  Government  Board  on 
August  25th,  1891.  It  has  also  adopted  a form  of  regulations  under  the  “ Dairies, 
Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops  Order,  1886,”  and  these  were  sealed  on  August  5th  of  the 
same  year. 
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Acts  of  Parliament  Adopted. — The  “ Infectious  Diseases  (Notification)  Act,  1889,” 
and  the  “Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890,”  were  adopted  in  April,  and  came 
into  force  on  May  21st,  1895.  Parts  III.  and  IV.  of  the  Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment) 
Act,  1890,  were  adopted.  Part  IV.  came  into  operation  on  September  4th,  1895,  and 
Part  III.  on  Jan.  13th,  1896.  The  Private  Street  Works  Act,  1892,  was  adopted  on 
October  23rd,  and  came  into  force  on  November  25th,  1895. 

Infectious  Hospital. — In  1893,  during  an  outbreak  of  small-pox,  this  Authority 
fitted  up  a shed  at  the  Gas  Works  as  a temporary  hospital,  and  this  did  good  service  in 
preventing  the  spread  of  the  disease.  It  also  was  of  service  in  1894  for  the  same 
purpose,  but  has  fortunately  not  been  required  during  the  past  year.  The  question  of 
the  provision  of  a permanent  hospital  for  infectious  diseases  was  urged  upon  this 
Authority  by  the  County  Council,  who  suggested  possible  combination  with  the  Skipton 
Joint  Hospital  scheme.  On  the  re-arrangement  of  the  Skipton  Joint  Scheme  during  the 
past  summer,  when  the  Silsden  Urban  District  Council  was  admitted,  the  opportunity  of 
combining  in  this  scheme  was  again  offered  to  Barnoldswick.  The  District  Council, 
however,  declined  it,  partly  on  the  ground  of  distance,  and  preferring  to  erect  a hospital 
for  their  own  district.  They  suggested  a site  on  land  belonging  to  the  Council  at 
Tubber  Hill,  and  1 was  asked  to  report  on  its  suitability  for  this  purpose.  This  I did  in 
December,  but  was  unable  to  recommend  its  adoption.  The  Council  is  looking  out  for  a 
more  suitable  site. 

Population.— At  the  census  of  1871,  the  population  was  3,187,  and  that  of  1881  was 
4,028.  At  the  1891  census,  it  was  shown  to  be  4,131,  living  in  887  houses.  Since  the 
census  the  population  has  increased  very  rapidly  owing  to  the  industrial  development  of 
the  town,  and  it  is  consequently  difficult  to  arrive  at  a correct  estimate,  but  I have 
estimated  the  population  up  to  the  middle  of  1896  to  be  5500,  living  in  1,195  houses,  or 
an  average  of  4-6  per  house,  and  believe  this  figure  will  not  be  wide  of  the  mark. 

Births. — The  total  births  registered  were  161  in  number  (75  males  and  86  females). 
This  is  a decrease  of  22  from  last  year,  and  is  equivalent  to  an  annual  birth-rate  of  29-2 
per  1000  living,  as  compared  with  42-5  last  year,  and  31-7  in  1894.  The  natural  increase 
to  the  population  is  81. 

Deaths. — The  total  deaths  returned  were  80  in  number  (40  males  and  40  females). 
This  is  a decrease  of  21  from  last  year,  and  is  equivalent  to  an  annual  death-rate  of  14-5 
per  1000  living,  as  compared  with  23‘4  last  year,  and  18'2  in  1894. 

The  deaths  were  distributed  among  the  four  quarters  of  the  year  as  follows 

1st  Quarter.  2nd  Quarter.  3rd  Quarter.  4tli  Quarter. 

1891  9 23  13  18 

1892  22  20  12  21 

1893  19  11  17  27 

1894  21  22  10  18 

1895  18  25  16  40 

1896  22  21  16  21 
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The  mortality  as  to  age  was  as  follows : — 


Deaths  under 

1 year  of  age  . . 

...  22 

,,  over 

1 year  and  under 

5 

...  9 

31  under  5 years  of  age 

1 » 11 

5 

15 

...  9 

15 

25 

2 

11  11 

25 

60 

...  17 

- 49  over  5 years  of  age. 

11  11 

60  

...  21, 

Total  80 


TABLE  I. 

Table  showing  population,  inhabited  houses,  births  and  deaths  for  the  last  twelve 
years  1885-1896  inclusive,  and  also  the  average  of  the  decade  1881-90: 


Year. 

Population. 

Inhabited 

Houses. 

Births. 

Deaths. 

1885 

4068 

171 

92 

1886 

4078 

156 

81 

1887 

4088 

132 

84 

1888 

4098 

144 

60* 

1889 

4109 

140 

64* 

1890 

4120 

109 

69* 

Average  for  10  years  1881-90 

4072 

141 

77 

1891 

Census. 

4131 

877 

151 

64* 

1892 

4140 

900 

141 

76* 

1893 

4150 

1000 

129 

76* 

1894 

4160 

1035 

132 

76* 

1895 

4300 

1090 

183 

101* 

1896 

5500 

1195 

161 

80 

* Including  deaths  of  persons  belonging  to  this  District  who  died  in  the  Skipton 


Workhouse. 
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TABLE  II. 


Table  showing  the  annual  birth  rate,  rates  of  mortality,  death  rates  among  children, 
and  deaths  in  public  institutions,  during  the  eleven  years  1885-95,  and  in  the  year  1896. 


Year. 

Birth  rate 
per  1,000 
of  the 

Population. 

Annual  rate 
of  mortality 
per  1,000 
living. 

Deaths  of 
Children  un- 
der 1 year ; 
percentage 
of  total 
deaths. 

Percentage 
of  deaths  of 
Children  un- 
der 1 year 
to  registered 
births. 

Deaths  of 
Children  un- 
der 5 years  ; 
percentage 
of  total 
deaths. 

Total  number 
of  deaths  in 
Public 
Institutions. 

1885 

42-0 

22-6 

25-0 

13-4 

36-9 

1886 

38-2 

19-8 

19-7 

10-2 

43-2 

1887 

32-2 

20-5 

23-8 

15-1 

38-0  ' 

1888 

35-1 

13-8 

31-5 

12-5 

42-1 

3 

1889 

34-0 

15-5 

25-0 

11-4 

32-8 

1890 

26-4 

16-2 

28-3 

17-4 

39-2 

2 

Average  for 
10  years 
1881-90 

34-7 

18-9 

26-7 

14-9 

41-3 

1891 

36-5 

15-4 

21-8 

9-2 

31-2 

1 

1892 

34-0 

18-3 

21-0 

11-3 

31-5 

1 

1893 

31-0 

18-3 

21-0 

12-4 

31-5 

2 

1894 

31-7 

18-2 

28-9 

16-6 

38-1 

5 

1895 

42-5 

23-4 

35-6 

19-7 

42-5 

2 

1896 

292 

145 

274 

136 

387 

The  birth  rate  is  considerably  below  the  average  and  lower  than  in  any  year  except 
1890.  The  general  death  rate  is  also  much  below  the  average,  and  lower  than  in  any 
year  except  1888.  The  infant  mortality  is  slightly  below  the  average.  Among  persons 
aged  60  years  and  upwards  there  were  21  deaths,  or  a percentage  to  total  deaths  of  26-2. 

Mean  Age  at  Death. — The  mean  age  at  death  this  year  is  30'3  (BOM  for  males  and 
30-4  for  females),  as  compared  with  35-3  last  year,  and  33-0  in  1894.  It  is  curious  to 
note  that  not  only  are  the  deaths  among  males  and  females  equal  in  number,  but  their 
united  ages  in  each  case  amount  to  the  same  figure. 

TABLE  III. 


Table  showing  number  of  deaths  certified  by  registered  medical  practitioners,  un- 
certified deaths,  and  inquests,  with  their  percentage  to  total  deaths,  during  the  years 
1894,  1895,  and  1896. 


Deaths. 

Percentage  of  Total  Deaths. 

1894 

1895 

1896 

1894 

1895 

1896 

Certified  

64 

91 

79 

90-1 

91-9 

98-7 

Uncertified  

7 

7 

1 

9-8 

7-0 

1-2 

Inquests  

1 

1-0 

The  only  uncertified  death  occurred  at  Long  Ing  Shed  Office,  and  was  that  of  a man 
aged  36,  the  cause  assigned  being  “ apopletic  fit.” 
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TABLE  IV. 


Table  showing  the  mortality  from  certain  classes  of  diseases,  and  proportions  to 
populations  and  to  1,000  deaths,  in  the  years  1894,  1895,  and  1896. 


Total  Deaths. 

Deaths  per  1,000 
of 

Population. 

Proportion  of 
deaths  to  1,000 
deaths. 

1894 

1895 

1896 

1894 

1895 

1896 

1894 

1895 

1896 

1.  Seven  Principal  Zvmotic  Diseases  

1 

12 

9 

0-2 

30 

1-6 

14-0 

121 

112 

2.  Pulmonary  Diseases  (other  than  Phthisis) 

18 

31 

18 

4-3 

7-2 

3-2 

253 

313 

225 

3.  Tubercular  Diseases  

11 

7 

5 

2-6 

1-6 

0-9 

154 

70-7 

62-5 

4.  Wasting  Diseases  of  Infants 

7 

6 

6 

1-6 

1-3 

1-0 

98-5 

60-6 

75-0 

5.  Convulsive  Diseases  of  Infants  

9 

7 

9 

2-1 

1-6 

1-6 

126 

70-7 

112 

NOTES. 


1.  Includes  Smallpox,  Measles,  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough,  Fever, 
and  Diarrhoea. 

3.  Includes  Phthisis,  Scrofula,  Rickets,  and  Tabes. 

4.  Includes  Marasmus,  Atrophy,  Debility,  Want  of  Breast  Milk,  and  Premature 
Birth. 

5.  Includes  Hydrocephalus,  Infantile  Meningitis,  Convulsions,  and  Teething. 
Among  the  above  classes  of  disease  there  is  a diminution  this  year  in  the  number 

of  deaths  due  to  Pulmonary  and  Tubercular  Diseases. 

TABLE  V. 


Table  showing  the  number  of  deaths  from  the  seven  principal  Zymotic  Diseases 
in  the  three  years  1894,  1895,  and  1896. 


Disease. 

Total  Deaths. 

Proportion  of  deaths  to  1000  deaths. 

1894 

1895 

1896 

1894 

1895 

1896 

Smallpox 

Measles  

Scarlet  Fever  

1 

14-0 

Diphtheria  

2 

25-0 

Croup  

4 

50-0 

Whooping  Cough  

5 

1 

50-5 

12-5 

Fever  

Diarrhoea 

7 

2 

... 

70-7 

25-0 

Totals  

1 

12 

9 

140 

121 

112 

Nine  deaths  were  returned  under  the  head  of  zymotic  disease.  This  is  equivalent 
to  a zymotic  rate  of  l-6  per  1000  living,  as  compared  with  3-0  last  year. 
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Scarlatina. — No  death  occurred  from  this  cause.  Six  cases  were  notified  during 
the  year,  as  compared  with  13  in  1895.  Of  these,  four  single  cases  occurred  in  January, 
one  in  February,  and  one  in  October.  Precautions  were  given  and  disinfectants 
supplied,  and  there  was  no  spread  of  the  disease.  Of  the  cases,  two  were  males  and  four 
females  ; four  were  under  and  two  over  five  years  of  age. 

Diphtheria. — Two  deaths  were  registered  from  this  disease,  and  two  other  cases 
were -reported.  The  first  case  occurred  in  February  in  King  Street,  that  of  a girl  aged 
14,  who  was  on  a visit  to  Barnoldswick,  and  had  a sore  throat  when  she  came  from 
Northwold  in  Norfolk.  She  left  home  on  February  17th,  and  died  on  February  21st. 
Another  girl,  aged  seven,  was  attacked  in  this  house,  but  the  case  was  mild  and 
made  a rapid  recovery.  Another  throat  case  of  a suspicious  nature  was  reported  at  the 
same  time  in  a girl  of  18  in  a neighbouring  street.  There  had  been  no  distinct  com- 
munication between  this  and  the  first  house,  and  the  case  was  well  in  a few  days.  The 
other  case  of  diphtheria  which  ended  fatally  occurred  in  November  in  Alice  Street  in  a 
girl  of  five  years,  after  only  four  days’  illness.  On  examination  of  the  premises  I found 
that  the  slopstone  pipe  was  disconnected  over  a gulley,  but  untrapped.  The  discharge 
nipe,  however,  was  too  short,  and  in  consequence  the  slops  leaked  into  the  coal  shoot  and 
down  the  cellar  wall  into  the  cellar.  This  had  been  going  on  for  some  time,  but  no 
complaint  had  been  made,  although  the  inmates  had  recognised  a nuisance  therefrom. 

Membranous  Croup. — Four  cases  were  notified  as  membranous  croup,  and  all 
terminated  fatally.  The  first  of  these  occurred  in  July,  in  Smith  Street,  Townliead,  in 
boy  of  3 years  after  seven  days’  illness.  At  this  house  the  drain  passed  under  the  house 
floor,  and  the  slopstone  pipe  was  untrapped.  This  drain  was  taken  up  and  re-laid  in 
concrete,  and  the  slopstone  properly  trapped  and  disconnected.  The  next  case  occurred 
in  October  in  Colne  Road,  and  was  that  of  a child  aged  17  months,  after  only  two  days’ 
illness.  Two  cases  were  reported  in  November.  The  first  of  these  took  place  in  an 
isolated  house  at  Tubber  Hill,  in  a boy  of  5 years.  The  house  was  a very  old  one,  and 
there  was  a drain  from  the  slopstone  which  discharged  into  a small  tub  sunk  in  the 
ground,  and  frequently  overflowed  into  the  foundations  of  the  house.  We  had  a proper 
pipe  drain  laid  and  the  sewage  conveyed  on  to  land,  and  the  slopstone  pipe  was  properly 
trapped  and  disconnected.  The  other  case  occurred  in  Colne  Road,  three  doors  off  the 
former  case,  although  there  was  said  to  have  been  no  communication  between  the  two 
houses,  and  there  was  an  interval  of -three  weeks  between  these  cases.  The  boy  attacked 
was  5 years  of  age,  and  died  after  four  days’  illness.  In  these  two  houses  in  Colne  Road 
the  same  insanitary  condition  was  found.  I found  that  the  slopstone  was  disconnected, 
but  untrapped,  and  by  the  side  of  the  slopstone  was  an  old  pump  connected  with  a soft- 
water  tank  below  the  ground  in  a bit  of  garden  in  front  of  the  house.  The  overflow 
from  this  tank  discharged  untrapped  into  the  rubble  drain  in  the  road,  and  was  used  as 
a main-sewer.  The  pump  was  not  in  use,  and  was  a source  of  danger  in  ventilating  the 
sewer  into  the  house.  Instructions  were  given  for  the  pumps  to  be  removed  and  the 
tanks  filled  up.  The  drains  in  these  houses  have  since  been  re-laid,  and  connected  with 
the  new  sewerage  system. 

Although  the  last  three  cases  occurred  near  together  in  point  of  time,  they  did  not 
appear  to  be  connected,  and  there  was  nothing  in  common  to  the  cases  in  either  school- 
attendance  or  milk  supply.  No  other  non-fatal  cases  were  reported  at  the  time,  nor  since, 
nor  was  I able  to  ascertain  that  other  cases  of  a similar  nature  were  existant  at  the  time. 
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Typhoid  Fever. — Three  cases  were  notified  as  typhoid  fever,  one  each  in  May, 
August,  and  September.  Two  of  these  were  mild  and  of  a doubtful  character,  and  no 
nuisance  was  found  on  the  premises.  In  the  third  case  at  Lamb  Hill,  the  slopstone 
drainage  was  found  very  defective  and  blocked,  and  the  drainage  to  this  house  has  since 
been  altered. 

Whooping  Cough. — It  will  be  remembered  that  whooping  cough  was  prevalent  in 
Barnoldswick  in  December,  1895.  One  death  was  returned  on  January  1st  in  a child  of 
9 moptlis. 

Diarrhcea.— Two  deaths  were  returned  from  diarrhoea  in  infants  in  May  and  July. 

Erysipelas. — A single  death  was  returned  from  erysipelas  in  a child  18  days  old,  in 
July.  In  all,  seven  cases  were  notified,  and  of  these  two  were  males  and  five  females, 
one  was  under  and  six  over  five  years  of  age. 

Influenza. — Five  deaths  were  registered  as  due  to  influenza  and  its  complications, 
one  each  in  February,  May,  and  December,  and  two  in  June. 

Slaughter-Houses,  Common  Lodging-Houses,  &c. — The  six  slaughter-houses  and 
two  common  lodging-houses,  which  are  duly  registered,  have  been  regularly  inspected. 
There  are  no  noxious  trades  in  the  district.  No  instance  of  unsound  meat  exposed  for  sale 
has  come  to  my  notice.  The  dairies,  cowsheds,  and  milkshops  are  duly  registered  and 
inspected. 

TABLE  VI. 


Inspector’s  Report  of  the  Sanitary  Work,  &c.,  completed  in  the  year  ending 
December  31st,  1396  : — 

No.  of  complaints  received 32 

No.  of  houses  built 91 

No.  of  houses,  premises,  &c.,  inspected  107 

House  drains  repaired,  cleansed,  &c 24 

House  drains  trapped  and  ventilated  42 

Privies  and  water  closets  repaired,  cleansed,  &c 12 

Water  closets  supplied  with  water 6 

Water  closets  provided  6 

Slop  water  closets  provided  85 

Pail  closets  provided  12 

Privies  provided  91 

Houses  provided  with  water  supply  91 

Ashpits,  new  provided 91 

Ashpits  repaired,  covered,  &c 2 

No.  of  ashpits  ordered  to  be  emptied  26 

Removal  of  accumulation  of  dung,  stagnant  water,  animal  and  other  refuse  1 

Removal  of  animals  improperly  kept  1 

Houses  disinfected  after  infectious  disease  6 

Common  lodging  houses  inspected  2 

Slaughter  houses  inspected  6 

Bakehouses  inspected 4 

Dairies  and  cowsheds  inspected  10 

Milkshops  inspected  3 

Plans  approved  32 

Plans  disapproved  20 

TOM  BIKER,  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 
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The  matters  requiring  the  attention  of  the  Council  are  : — 

1.  The  completion  of  the  main  sewerage  scheme  and  outfall  works,  and  the  private 

drainage  connections  therewith. 

2.  The  pollution  of  the  streams  by  solid  and  other  refuse  being  absolutely  for- 

bidden by  the  “ Rivers  Pollution  Prevention  Act,  1876,”  and  the  “ Public 
Health  Acts  (Amendment)  Act,  1890,”  steps  should  be  taken  to  prevent 
such  pollution  in  future. 

8.  To  provide  a proper  “ steam  disinfector,”  a “ public  mortuary,”  and  a 
“ temporary  shelter,”  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  “ Infectious 
Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890.” 

4.  To  consider  the  provision  of  a permanent  hospital  for  the  proper  isolation  of 
cases  of  infectious  disease,  together  with  efficient  stoving  apparatus,  and  an 
ambulance  for  the  removal  of  cases. 

FRANCIS  E.  ATKINSON,  L.R.C.P.  (London),  M.R.C.S., 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

To  the  P>arnoldswick  Urban  District  Council, 

February,  1897. 
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TABLE  A. 

TABLE  OF  DEATHS  during  the  Sixteen  Years  1881-96,  in  the  Urban  Sanitary  District  of  Barnoldswick,  classified  according  to  Diseases  and  Ages,  and 

showing  also  the  Population  of  the  District,  and  the  Births  therein  during  each  year. 


Mortality  from  Subjoined  Causes,  distinguishing  Deaths  in  Persons  under  Five  Years  of  Age. 
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TABLE  B 

APPENDIX. 
TABLE  I. 


Table  showing  Mean  Mortality  Rates  for  previous  Decades  : — 


Date. 

Estimated  Population. 

Total  Deaths  from  all 

Causes. 

Death  Bate  from  all 

Causes  per  1000  living. 

Deaths  from  Seven 

Principal  Zymotic 

Diseases. 

Zymotic  Death  Bate 

per  1000  living. 

Deaths  from  “ Fever.” 

Death  Bate  from 

“Fever  ” 

per  10,000  living. 

Births. 

Deaths  under  one 

year  of  age. 

Death  Bate  under  I 

one  year  of  age  per 

100  Births. 

Mean  for 

ten  years 
1841-50 

1888 

32 

16-9 

5-3 

2-8 

2 

10 

65 

9-3 

14-3 

Mean  for 

ten  years 
1851-60 

2802 

57 

24-8 

9 

4-0 

1-3 

5 

85 

14 

17-1 

Mean  for 
ten  years 
1861-70 

2975 

68 

22-8 

12 

4-0 

3-2 

10 

105 

17 

16-1 

Mean  for 
ten  years 

1871-80 

3402 

80 

23-3 

13-2 

3-7 

2-0 

5 

131 

24 

18-4 

TABLE  II. 

Mortality  Statistics  of  the  Township  of  Barnoldswick  during  ten  years  1881-90  : — 


Date. 

Estimated  Population. 

Total  Deaths  from  all 
Causes. 

Death  Bates  from  all 
Causes  per  1000  living. 

Deaths  from  Seven 
Principal  Zymotic 
Diseases. 

Zymotic  Death  Bate 
per  1000  living. 

Deaths  from  “Fever.” 

Death  Bate  from 
“ Fever  ” 
per  10,000  living. 

Births. 

Deaths  under  one 
year  of  age. 

Death  Bate  under 
one  year  of  age  per 

100  births. 

1881 

Census 

4028 

74 

18-3 

6 

1-4 

2 

4 

142 

22 

15-4 

1882 

4038 

93 

23-0 

10 

2-4 

8 

19 

115 

24 

25-2 

1883 

4048 

72 

17-7 

9 

2-2 

149 

11 

7-3 

1884 

4058 

90 

22-1 

7 

1-7 

1 

2 

158 

34 

21-5 

1885 

4068 

92 

22-6 

5 

1-2 

171 

23 

13-4 

1886 

4078 

81 

19-8 

21 

5-1 

10 

24 

156 

16 

10-2 

1887 

4088 

84 

20-5 

11 

2-6 

3 

7 

132 

20 

15-1 

1888 

4098 

57 

13-8 

5 

1-2 

144 

18 

12-5 

1889 

4109 

64 

15-5 

4 

0-9 

2 

4 

140 

16 

11-4 

1890 

4120 

67 

16-2 

7 

1-6 

1 

2 

109 

19 

17-4 

Mean  for 

ten  years 

4072 

77 

189 

8 5 

2‘0 

27 

6 

141 

20 

14-9 

1881-90 

TABLE  III. 


Date. 

Population. 

Total  Deaths  from  all 
Causes. 

Death  Bates  from  all 
Causes  per  1000  living. 

Deaths  from  Seven 
Principal  Zymotic 
Diseases. 

Zymotic  Death  Bate 
per  1000  living. 

Deaths  from  “ Fever.” 

Death  Bate  from 
“ Fever  ” 
per  10,000  living. 

Births. 

Deaths  under  one 
year  of  age. 

Death  Bate  under 
one  year  of  age  per 
100  births. 

1891 

Census 

4131 

64 

15-4 

2 

0-4 

151 

14 

92 

1892 

4140 

76 

18-3 

5 

1-2 

1 

2 

141 

16 

11-3 

1893 

4150 

76 

18-3 

5 

1-2 

1 

2 

129 

16 

12-4 

1894 

4160 

76 

18-2 

1 

0-2 

132 

22 

16-6 

1895 

4300 

101 

23-4 

12 

3-0 

183 

36 

19-7 

1896 

5500 

80 

145 

9 

1-6 

161 

22 

136 

Printed  at  the  “ Craven  Herald”  Works,  Skipton. 
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